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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a method of
manufacturing a bar member included in, for example, a
steering apparatus of a vehicle, and the bar member.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] A propeller shaft in Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 7-91433 is manufactured by mount-
ing a metal thin-walled ring having an outer diameter sub-
stantially equal to the inner diameter of a body cylinder
made of fiber reinforced plastic (FRP), on the inner side
of an end portion of the body cylinder, and press-fitting
a metal joint having an outer diameter larger than the
inner diameter of the thin-walled ring into the inner side
of the thin-walled ring. At the time of press-fitting, hard
particles disposed on the outer peripheral face of the thin-
walled ring dig into the inner face of the body cylinder
made of FRP.
[0003] Examples of the application of FRP include a
roll body of a gravure printing roll where a cylindrical body
made of FRP is internally fitted to an inner portion of a
cylindrical body made of metal via an adhesive layer as
described in Japanese Patent Application Publication
No. 5-193097, and a rack obtained by winding and lam-
inating a prepreg around a core, and thereby forming an
outer shell of carbon fiber reinforced plastic as described
in Japanese Patent Application Publication No.
2012-153314.
[0004] In US 4 569 710 A, a process for manufacturing
the inner tube element for a double tube coring apparatus
is disclosed. Such apparatus is used for deep boring.
The tube element is provided with coupling nipples for
connecting it to other inner tube elements. Fibers coated
with synthetic resin are wound helically onto a cylindrical
mandrel so as to overlap each nipple. By this, the tube
element gets a higher strength than that of glued nipples.
[0005] A fiber-reinforced drive shaft is disclosed in US
4 380 443 A. This drive shaft has a tubular shaft part of
a fiber reinforced synthetic plastic material, two end piec-
es, each associated with respective one of the end por-
tions of the shaft and having sleeve-shaped and ring-
shaped sections, and a plurality of anchoring pins ar-
ranged on the end pieces on the region between the
sleeve-shaped and the ring-shaped section at circumfer-
entially spaced locations.
[0006] A fiber reinforced composite shaft with metallic
connector sleeves mounted by a knurl interlock is dis-
closed in US 4 238 539 A. Therein, a tubular fiber rein-
forced composite shaft is formed which integrally incor-
porates a metal sleeve or connection at the end thereof.
Initially a metal sleeve having knurls on its outer surface
is positioned upon a segment of a mandrel. Fibrous ma-

terial bearing a non-solidified resinous material is applied
around the mandrel and around the knurls and is locked
between spaced knurl projections. Additional fibrous ma-
terial bearing the non-solidified resinous material is ap-
plied to the previously applied material. The resinous ma-
terial next is solidified to form a tubular composite shaft
whereby a secure torsion-transmitting connection is
made with the sleeve, and the mandrel is removed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] In the propeller shaft in JP 7-91433 A, there is
a possibility that the body cylinder made of FRP will be
detached from the thin-walled ring made of metal. In each
of JP 5-193097 A and JP 2012-153314 A, there is also
a possibility that the member made of FRP and the mem-
ber made of metal will be separated from each other due
to insufficient connection between these members. The
present invention provides a method of manufacturing a
bar member configured to prevent a pipe made of a car-
bon fiber reinforced resin from being detached from a
member made of metal when the pipe and the member
made of metal are connected together to constitute the
bar member, and also provides the bar member.
[0008] A first aspect of the present invention is a meth-
od of manufacturing a bar member including a pipe made
of a carbon fiber reinforced resin, and a metal member
that is fastened to an end portion in an axial direction of
the pipe, according to the features of claim 1.
[0009] In accordance with the disclosure, the bar mem-
ber includes the pipe made of a carbon fiber reinforced
resin, and the metal member that is fastened to the end
portion in the axial direction of the pipe. Also, the core
member formed for manufacturing the bar member in-
cludes the mandrel made of metal that extends in the
axial direction and the metal ring, the outer peripheral
face of which is subjected to the face roughening, and
that is externally fitted to the mandrel. When the bar mem-
ber is manufactured, first, the glass fibers are wound
around the outer peripheral face of the metal ring. The
prepreg sheet obtained by impregnating the carbon fibers
with the resin is wound around the outer peripheral face
of the core member, and thereafter cured by baking to
form the pipe. In the pipe, the end portion in the axial
direction is externally fitted and fixed to the outer periph-
eral face of the metal ring. Only the mandrel in the core
member is pulled out of the pipe, and the metal member
and the metal ring are screwed together. Accordingly,
the bar member is completed.
[0010] After baking and curing the prepreg sheet, the
metal ring is internally fitted to the end portion of the pipe.
In the state, the resin oozing out from the prepreg sheet
enters concave portions of the outer peripheral face of
the metal ring subjected to the face roughening (concave-
convex machining), and is cured therein. Accordingly,
since the end portion of the pipe is in close contact with
the outer peripheral face of the metal ring, the pipe is less
likely to be detached from the metal ring. Moreover, the
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glass fibers wound around the outer peripheral face of
the metal ring are also interposed between the prepreg
sheet and the outer peripheral face of the metal ring.
Therefore, the glass fibers are fixed in a state in which
the glass fibers enter the concave portions of the outer
peripheral face of the metal ring, and are caught on con-
vex portions of the outer peripheral face of the metal ring
after the bake-curing. Thus, the pipe is more hardly de-
tached from the metal ring with the glass fibers therebe-
tween. As the result, the pipe can be prevented from be-
ing detached from the metal ring that is a member made
of metal.
[0011] In the above aspect, a process of winding the
glass fibers around the outer peripheral face of the metal
ring may include a process of winding fabric of the glass
fibers around the outer peripheral face of the metal ring.
[0012] In accordance with the above method, the fabric
of the glass fibers is wound around the metal ring as the
process of winding the glass fibers around the outer pe-
ripheral face of the metal ring. Therefore, the convex por-
tions of the outer peripheral face of the metal ring enter
interstices of the fabric, so that the glass fibers in the
fabric enter the concave portions of the outer peripheral
face of the metal ring, and are fixed to the outer peripheral
face of the metal ring by the bake-curing. Accordingly,
the metal ring and the pipe are more rigidly fixed together,
and the pipe becomes more hardly detached from the
metal ring.
[0013] In the above first aspect, the process of winding
the glass fibers around the outer peripheral face of the
metal ring may include a process of winding a non-woven
fabric of the glass fibers around the outer peripheral face
of the metal ring.
[0014] In accordance with the above method, the non-
woven fabric of the glass fibers is wound around the outer
peripheral face of the metal ring as the process of winding
the glass fibers around the outer peripheral face of the
metal ring. The glass fibers in the non-woven fabric are
fixed entering the concave portions of the outer periph-
eral face of the metal ring in a state in which the glass
fibers are oriented in various directions. The glass fibers
are caught on the convex portions of the outer peripheral
face of the metal ring from various directions to effectively
act as resistance. The pipe thereby becomes more hardly
detached from the metal ring.
[0015] The above first aspect may further include ex-
posing a portion of the metal ring such that the portion
protrudes to an outer side in the axial direction from the
completed pipe when each of the glass fibers and the
prepreg sheet is wound around the outer peripheral face
of the core member.
[0016] In accordance with the above method, when
each of the glass fibers and the prepreg sheet is wound
around the outer peripheral face of the core member, a
portion of the metal ring is exposed such that the portion
protrudes to the outer side in the axial direction from the
completed pipe. Therefore, when the pipe is to be bent
against the metal member, the metal member comes into

contact with the metal ring, not the pipe. It is thus possible
to prevent each of the end portions of the pipe from com-
ing into contact with the corresponding one of the metal
members. Accordingly, it is possible to prevent the pipe
from being damaged by coming into contact with the met-
al member.
[0017] The above first aspect may further include form-
ing, on the inner peripheral face of the metal ring, a female
threaded portion that is to be screwed to a male threaded
portion provided on the metal member.
[0018] In accordance with the above method, when the
metal member and the inner peripheral face of the metal
ring are screwed together, the male threaded portion pro-
vided on the metal member is screwed to the female
threaded portion formed on the inner peripheral face of
the metal ring. The process of forming the female thread-
ed portion on the inner peripheral face of the metal ring
may be performed before the metal ring is externally fitted
to the mandrel, or after the mandrel is pulled out of the
pipe.
[0019] A second aspect of the present invention is a
bar member manufactured by the manufacturing method
according to the first aspect. The bar member may con-
stitute a rack bar included in a rack-and-pinion-type steer-
ing apparatus.
[0020] In the bar member of the above aspect, the pipe
can be prevented from being detached from the metal
ring that is a member made of metal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0021] Features, advantages, and technical and indus-
trial significance of exemplary embodiments will be de-
scribed below with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which like numerals denote like elements, and
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic front view of a steering appa-
ratus including a bar member according to one
embodiment ;
FIG. 2 is a schematic sectional view illustrating a
step of manufacturing the bar member;
FIG. 3 is a view schematically illustrating a step next
to the step illustrated in FIG. 2;
FIG. 4 is a view illustrating fabric of glass fibers;
FIG. 5 is a view schematically illustrating a step next
to the step illustrated in FIG. 3;
FIG. 6 is a view schematically illustrating a step next
to the step illustrated in FIG. 5;
FIG. 7 is a view schematically illustrating a step next
to the step illustrated in FIG. 6;
FIG. 8 is an enlarged view of a portion surrounded
by a dashed line in FIG. 7; and
FIG. 9 is a view obtained by applying a first modifi-
cation to FIG. 8.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0022] Hereinafter, an embodiment is described in de-
tail with reference to the accompanying drawings. FIG.
1 is a schematic front view of a steering apparatus 1
including a bar member 22 according to one embodiment
[0023] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the steering apparatus
1 mainly includes a steering member 2, a steering shaft
3, an intermediate shaft 5, a pinion shaft 7, a rack bar 8,
and a housing 9.
[0024] For example, a steering wheel may be used as
the steering member 2. One end of the steering shaft 3
is connected to the steering member 2. The other end of
the steering shaft 3 and one end of the intermediate shaft
5 are connected together via a universal joint 4. The other
end of the intermediate shaft 5 and one end of the pinion
shaft 7 are also connected together via a universal joint
6. A pinion 14 is provided integrally with the outer periph-
eral face of the other end of the pinion shaft 7. The rack
bar 8 is a generally columnar member extending in the
vehicle-width direction (the right-left direction in FIG. 1).
The direction in which the rack bar 8 extends will be re-
ferred to as an axial direction X. The axial direction X
coincides with the vehicle-width direction. With respect
to the position of the steering apparatus 1 in FIG. 1, the
left side in the axial direction X will be denoted by a ref-
erence symbol "X1", and the right side in the axial direc-
tion X will be denoted by a reference symbol "X2".
[0025] A rack 15 that meshes with the pinion 14 is
formed at one position in the circumferential direction of
the outer peripheral face of the rack bar 8. The pinion 14
of the pinion shaft 7 and the rack 15 of the rack bar 8
mesh with each other to constitute a rack-and-pinion
steering mechanism A. The rack bar 8 is accommodated
in the housing 9. The housing 9 is a generally cylindrical
body fixed to a vehicle body. The opposite end portions
of the rack bar 8 respectively project to the opposite sides
of the housing 9, and tie rods 12 are respectively coupled
to the opposite end portions of the rack bar 8 via joints
11. Each of the tie rods 12 is connected to a correspond-
ing one of steered wheels 13 via a corresponding one of
knuckle arms (not illustrated).
[0026] When the steering member 2 is operated to ro-
tate the steering shaft 3, the rotation of the steering shaft
3 is converted into a linear motion of the rack bar 8 along
the axial direction X by the pinion 14 and the rack 15.
Thus, the steered wheels 13 are steered. The rack bar
8 mainly includes a pipe 10, metal rings 16, and two metal
members, that is, a first metal member 17 and a second
metal member 18 each having a columnar shape. Be-
cause the first metal member 17 and the second metal
member 18 constitute the rack bar 8, the first metal mem-
ber 17 and the second metal member 18 are required to
have strength and rigidity that are high enough to endure
a load that the rack bar 8 receives. Therefore, carbon
steel such as S45C is used as a material of the first metal
member 17 and the second metal member 18. The sec-
ond metal member 18 has the rack 15. The rack 15 is

formed by cutting the second metal member 18 having
a columnar shape.
[0027] The pipe 10 is made of a carbon fiber reinforced
plastic (so-called CFRP), and is a generally cylindrical
member extending in the axial direction X. In the rack bar
8, the pipe 10 is disposed, for example, on the left side
X1 with respect to the rack 15, and is located between
the first metal member 17 and the second metal member
18 in the axial direction X. The metal rings 16 are annular
members made of metal extending in the axial direction
X. One of the metal rings 16 is disposed at an end portion
10A of the pipe 10 on the left side X1 and the other one
of the metal rings 16 is disposed at an end portion 10B
of the pipe 10 on the right side X2 (i.e., there are two
metal rings 16 in total). The two metal rings 16 are re-
spectively fitted in (internally fitted to) the end portion 10A
and the end portion 10B (i.e., one of the metal rings 16
is fitted in the end portion 10A and the other one of the
metal rings 16 is fitted in the end portion 10B). In other
words, the end portion 10A and the end portion 10B of
the pipe 10 are respectively externally fitted onto outer
peripheral faces 16A of the metal rings 16. The diameter
of an inner peripheral face 10C of the pipe 10 at each of
the end portion 10A and the end portion 10B is increased
to a value substantially equal to the diameter of each of
the outer peripheral faces 16A of the metal rings 16. The
diameter of each of inner peripheral faces 16B of the
metal rings 16 is substantially equal to the diameter of
the inner peripheral face 10C of the pipe 10 in a region
between the end portion 10A and the end portion 10B.
[0028] The first metal member 17 is an end portion of
the rack bar 8 on the left side X1, and adjoins the joint
11 on the left side X1. The first metal member 17 adjoins
the end portion 10A of the pipe 10 from the left side X1
of the rack bar 8. A small-diameter portion 21 is formed
integrally with an end portion of the first metal member
17 on the right side X2. The small-diameter portion 21 is
a columnar portion extending in the axial direction X to-
ward the right side X2. The small-diameter portion 21
has a diameter smaller than that of the first metal member
17 (a portion of the first metal member 17 other than the
small-diameter portion 21).
[0029] The second metal member 18 is subjected to
quenching treatment such as carburizing quenching or
high-frequency quenching in order to prevent wear of the
rack 15. The second metal member 18 adjoins the end
portion 10B of the pipe 10 from the right side X2 of the
rack bar 8. A small-diameter portion 21, which is similar
to the small-diameter portion 21 described above, is
formed integrally with an end portion of the second metal
member 18 on the left side X1. The small-diameter por-
tion 21 of the second metal member 18 is a columnar
member extending in the axial direction X toward the left
side X1. Note that, the small-diameter portion 21 of the
first metal member 17 and the small-diameter portion 21
of the second metal member 18 may have different di-
mensions (diameters or lengths in the axial direction X).
Although the details will be described later, the first metal
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member 17 and the second metal member 18 are fas-
tened at the small-diameter portions 21 to the end portion
10A and the end portion 10B of the pipe 10 in the axial
direction X, respectively. The pipe 10, the first metal
member 17, and the second metal member 18 in the
fastened state constitute the bar member 22 extending
in the axial direction X as a whole. The bar member 22
constitutes the rack bar 8.
[0030] There has been a demand for weight reduction
in automobile parts as environmental measures. Mean-
while, the rack bar 8 accounts for a large portion of the
total weight of the steering apparatus 1. Because the rack
bar 8 in the present embodiment is partially formed of
the pipe 10 made of CFRP, the rack bar 8 is lighter than
a rack bar in a case where the entirety of the rack bar is
made of metal such as steel. Further, the CFRP has ex-
cellent strength and rigidity. Therefore, it is possible to
significantly reduce the weight of the steering apparatus
1 while maintaining required strength and rigidity.
[0031] Next, a method of manufacturing the bar mem-
ber 22 as described above will be described. FIG. 2 is a
schematic sectional view illustrating a step of manufac-
turing the bar member 22. The positions of members in
FIG. 2 coincide with those in FIG 1 (the same applies to
FIG. 3, and FIG. 5 to FIG. 9 described later). As illustrated
in FIG. 2, a core member 23 is prepared in an initial stage
of manufacturing the bar member 22. The core member
23 is a member required to form the cylindrical pipe 10.
The core member 23 includes a mandrel 24 and the metal
rings 16 described above. The mandrel 24 is made of
metal, and is a columnar member extending in the axial
direction X. The outer peripheral faces 16A of the metal
rings 16 are subjected to surface roughening in advance.
Therefore, the outer peripheral faces 16A have a large
number of asperities 27. Examples of the surface rough-
ening include diamond knurling, key groove machining,
spline machining, shot blasting, etching with acid, and
laser etching. In consideration of machining cost, the dia-
mond knurling is preferably employed.
[0032] In the preparation step illustrated in FIG. 2, the
core member 23 is formed by externally fitting the metal
rings 16 onto the opposite end portions of the mandrel
24 in the axial direction X. An outer peripheral face 23A
of the core member 23 includes the outer peripheral faces
16A of the metal rings 16 and a portion of an outer pe-
ripheral face 24A of the mandrel 24, which protrudes from
the metal rings 16. FIG. 3 is a view schematically illus-
trating a step next to the step illustrated in FIG. 2. FIG.
4 is a view illustrating fabric 51 of glass fibers 50.
[0033] Subsequently, the glass fibers 50 (more specif-
ically, a glass fiber prepreg 54 described later) are wound
around the outer peripheral face 16A of each of the metal
rings 16 as illustrated in FIG. 3. As illustrated in FIG. 4,
the glass fibers 50 form the fabric 51 in the present em-
bodiment. The fabric 51 is formed by weaving together
bundles 52 of the glass fibers 50 extending linearly in a
prescribed direction, and bundles 53 of the glass fibers
50 extending in a direction crossing (here, perpendicular

to) the bundles 52 by plain weave. In FIG. 4, the bundles
52 extend in the up-down direction of the sheet on which
FIG. 4 is drawn, and the bundles 53 extend in the right-
left direction of the sheet on which FIG 4 is drawn so as
to be perpendicular to the bundles 52. A method of weav-
ing the fabric 51 is not limited to the plain weave, and
common weaving methods such as twill weave, satin
weave, and multi-axial weave may be applied.
[0034] Referring again to FIG. 3, the fabric 51 is im-
pregnated with a resin 28, to thereby form the glass fiber
prepreg 54 in the form of a sheet. As the resin 28, a
thermosetting resin such as an epoxy resin, a polyimide
resin, a bismaleimide resin, and an unsaturated polyester
resin may be used. Because the rack bar 8 is used in an
engine room of the vehicle, a curing temperature of the
resin 28 is desired to be equal to or higher than the upper-
limit temperature (for example, 130°C or higher) expect-
ed in the engine room.
[0035] In the step illustrated in FIG. 3, the glass fiber
prepreg 54 is wound around the outer peripheral face
16A of each of the metal rings 16 by, for example, a sheet
winding method. In the wound state, the glass fiber pre-
preg 54 is in close contact with the asperities 27 of each
of the outer peripheral faces 16A, and has a generally
cylindrical shape as a whole. FIG. 5 is a view schemati-
cally illustrating a step next to the step illustrated in FIG. 3.
[0036] With reference to FIG. 5, a carbon fiber prepreg
26 is used as a prepreg sheet that is a material of the
pipe 10 described above. The carbon fiber prepreg 26 is
in the form of a sheet obtained, for example, by impreg-
nating a large number of carbon fibers 25 arranged in a
uni-direction with the resin 28. Various kinds of carbon
fibers represented by "Torayca" (registered trademark)
T300 or "Torayca" (registered trademark) T700 may be
used for the carbon fiber prepreg 26. The carbon fibers
25 used for the carbon fiber prepreg 26 may be partially
replaced with glass fibers or aramid fibers.
[0037] In the step illustrated in FIG. 5, the carbon fiber
prepreg 26 is wound around the outer peripheral face
23A of the core member 23 once, or twice or more by,
for example, a sheet winding method. In the wound state,
the carbon fiber prepreg 26 extends over the mandrel
24, the metal rings 16 and the glass fiber prepregs 54.
Further, because the carbon fiber prepreg 26 surrounds
the core member 23 in close contact with the outer pe-
ripheral face 24A of the mandrel 24 and the glass fiber
prepregs 54, the carbon fiber prepreg 26 has a generally
cylindrical shape as a whole. When the carbon fiber pre-
preg 26 is in the wound state, the fabric 51 of the glass
fibers 50 is interposed between the carbon fiber prepreg
26 and the outer peripheral face 16A of each of the metal
rings 16, and is disposed on the outer peripheral face
16A, at a position radially inward of the carbon fiber pre-
preg 26 (i.e., the fabric 51 forms the innermost layer).
[0038] Further, the opposite end portions of the carbon
fiber prepreg 26 in the wound state in the axial direction
X have a diameter larger than that of a portion of the
carbon fiber prepreg 26 other than the opposite end por-
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tions in the axial direction X, by an amount corresponding
to the thickness of the metal ring 16 and the glass fiber
prepreg 54. On the other hand, the inner diameter of the
carbon fiber prepreg 26 in the portion other than the op-
posite end portions in the axial direction X of the carbon
fiber prepreg 26 is substantially equal to the inner diam-
eter of each of the metal rings 16.
[0039] The opposite end portions of the carbon fiber
prepreg 26 in the axial direction X may extend up to po-
sitions on the outer sides of the glass fiber prepregs 52
in the axial direction X. In this case, the carbon fiber pre-
preg 26 is in close contact with the outer peripheral faces
16A of the metal rings 16, at the opposite end portions
in the axial direction X. Subsequently, the carbon fiber
prepreg 26 and the glass fiber prepregs 54 wound around
the outer peripheral face 23A of the core member 23 are
cured by baking. By the bake-curing, the shape of the
carbon fiber prepreg 26 is fixed in the generally cylindrical
shape that is formed when the carbon fiber prepreg 26
is wound around the outer peripheral face 23A of the core
member 23. On the other hand, the shape of each of the
glass fiber prepregs 54 is fixed in the generally cylindrical
shape having an inner peripheral face that conforms to
the asperities 27 of the outer peripheral face 16A of each
of the metal rings 16. After that, the carbon fiber prepreg
26 is cooled at room temperature to be turned into the
pipe 10. That is, the pipe 10 is formed by bake-curing the
carbon fiber prepreg 26 wound around the outer periph-
eral face 23A. In this state, the pipe 10 is externally fitted
(more specifically, externally fitted and fixed as described
later) onto the outer peripheral faces 16A of the metal
rings 16, at the end portions 10A, 10B.
[0040] The carbon fiber prepreg 26 is wound around
the outer peripheral face 23A of the core member 23
mainly in such a winding method that the direction in
which the carbon fibers 25 extend is oblique to the axial
direction X (so-called helical winding). Therefore, the car-
bon fibers 25 within the pipe 10 extend in a prescribed
direction that is oblique to the axial direction X, so that
the pipe 10 has a high strength with respect to the axial
direction X. Subsequently, only the mandrel 24 in the
core member 23 is pulled out of the pipe 10. At this time,
the mandrel 24 may be shrunk by cooling so as to be
smoothly pulled out. In this case, a force required to pull
the mandrel 24 out of the pipe 10 is reduced.
[0041] After the mandrel 24 is pulled out of the pipe
10, each of the metal rings 16 remains internally fitted to
a corresponding one of the end portion 10A and the end
portion 10B of the pipe 10. It is also preferable that the
metal rings 16 partially (for example, about 2 mm of end
portions in the axial direction X) protrude to the outside
of the end portion 10A and the end portion 10B of the
pipe 10 in the axial direction X. For this reason, when
each of the glass fiber prepregs 54 and the carbon fiber
prepreg 26 is wound around the outer peripheral face
23A of the core member 23, a portion of each of the metal
rings 16 may be exposed so as to protrude to the outside
side of the completed pipe 10 in the axial direction X. In

other words, when each of the glass fiber prepregs 54
and the carbon fiber prepreg 26 is wound around the
outer peripheral face 23A of the core member 23, the
glass fiber prepregs 54 and the carbon fiber prepreg 26
are not wound around the portion of each of the metal
rings 16.
[0042] FIG. 6 is a view schematically illustrating a step
next to the step illustrated in FIG. 5. With reference to
FIG. 6, a female threaded portion 19 is subsequently
formed on the inner peripheral face 16B of each of the
metal rings 16. The female threaded portion 19 is formed
over an entire region of the inner peripheral face 16B. In
a case of a comparative example in which the metal rings
16 are not used unlike in the present embodiment, the
pipe 10 and the first and second metal members 17, 18
are connected together by using a connection method
such as screwing, helical insert fastening, and spline
press-fitting. Therefore, in the case of the comparative
example, it is necessary to perform screw machining or
spline machining on the inner peripheral face 10C of the
pipe 10. In the case of the comparative example, when
the carbon fiber prepreg 26 is wound around the core
member 23 by helical winding, there is a possibility that
the carbon fibers 25 within the carbon fiber prepreg 26
are cut off at the time of screw machining or spline ma-
chining. When the carbon fibers 25 are cut off, connection
strength between the pipe 10 and the first and second
metal members 17, 18 is significantly lowered. Thus,
when a load is applied to the pipe 10, a connection portion
between the pipe 10 and the first and second metal mem-
bers 17, 18 serves as a fracture source. In order to pre-
vent the carbon fibers 25 from being cut off in the com-
parative example, it is necessary to wind, around the core
member 23, the carbon fiber prepreg 26 at least in an
innermost layer (closest to the core member 23) by a
winding method in which the carbon fibers 25 extend in
a circumferential direction of the core member 23 (so-
called hoop winding).
[0043] On the other hand, in the present embodiment,
it is not necessary to perform the screw machining or
spline machining on the pipe 10 since the metal rings 16
where the female threaded portions 19 are formed are
used. Therefore, the pipe 10 can be formed only by helical
winding (or with a higher percentage of helical winding).
That is, in the present embodiment, the pipe 10 can be
formed only by one type of winding method. It is thus
possible to correspondingly decrease the number of
windings of the carbon fiber prepreg 26 (to the core mem-
ber 23) and increase the strength in the axial direction X
as compared to the comparative example. That is, cost
decrease, weight reduction, and strength improvement
of the pipe 10 can be achieved by using the metal rings
16. A weight of the rack bar 8 is reduced by 45% by the
weight reduction.
[0044] FIG. 7 is a view schematically illustrating a step
next to the step illustrated in FIG. 6. With reference to
FIG. 7, a male threaded portion 20 is provided on an
outer peripheral face of the small-diameter portion 21 of
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the first metal member 17. The female threaded portion
19 of the metal ring 16 on the left side X1 is screwed to
the male threaded portion 20 of the first metal member
17. Accordingly, the first metal member 17 is screwed
with the inner peripheral face 16B of the metal ring 16,
and is fastened to the end portion 10A of the pipe 10 via
the metal ring 16.
[0045] On the other hand, a male threaded portion 20
is also provided on an outer peripheral face of the small-
diameter portion 21 of the second metal member 18. The
female threaded portion 19 of the metal ring 16 on the
right side X2 is screwed to the male threaded portion 20
of the second metal member 18. Accordingly, the second
metal member 18 is screwed with the inner peripheral
face 16B of the metal ring 16, and is fastened to the end
portion 10B of the pipe 10 via the metal ring 16. The pipe
10 is thereby fastened to the first metal member 17 and
the second metal member 18 at the both end portions
10A, 10B in the axial direction X, so that the manufacture
of the bar member 22 is completed.
[0046] In the completed bar member 22, a portion of
each of the metal rings 16 protrudes to the outer side in
the axial direction X from the pipe 10 as described above.
Therefore, when the pipe 10 is to be bent against the first
metal member 17 and the second metal member 18, the
first metal member 17 and the second metal member 18
come into contact with the metal rings 16, not the pipe
10. It is thus possible to prevent each of the end portions
10A, 10B of the pipe 10 from coming into contact with
the corresponding one of the first metal member 17 and
the second metal member 18. Accordingly, it is possible
to prevent the pipe 10 from being damaged by coming
into contact with the first metal member 17 and the sec-
ond metal member 18.
[0047] FIG. 8 is an enlarged view of a portion surround-
ed by a dashed line in FIG. 7. With reference to FIG. 8,
the resin 28 oozing out from the carbon fiber prepreg 26
and the glass fiber prepreg 54 is interposed between the
inner peripheral face 10C of the pipe 10 and the outer
peripheral face 16A of the metal ring 16 in the completed
bar member 22. The resin 28 enters respective concave
portions 29 of the asperities 27 formed on the outer pe-
ripheral face 16A, and is cured therein in the step of wind-
ing the carbon fiber prepreg 26 around the core member
23, and the subsequent bake-curing step described
above (see FIG. 5). Accordingly, since the end portions
10A, 10B of the pipe 10 are in close contact with the outer
peripheral faces 16A of the metal rings 16, the pipe 10
is hardly pulled out of the metal rings 16. Since the glass
fiber prepregs 54 are also interposed between the carbon
fiber prepreg 26 and the outer peripheral faces 16A, strict-
ly, the carbon fibers 25 do not come into contact with
convex portions 35 of the asperities 27.
[0048] Also, the first and second metal members 17,
18 and the metal rings 16 are screwed together. Thus,
unlike in a case in which the first metal member 17 and
the second metal member 18 are press-fitted into the
metal rings 16, the pipe 10 (strictly, the end portions 10A,

10B) and each of the first metal member 17 and the sec-
ond metal member 18 can be fastened together without
applying an unnecessary force to the metal rings 16. That
is, the outer peripheral faces 16A of the metal rings 16
do not bite into the pipe 10, and the carbon fibers 25
within the pipe 10 are thus not cut off unlike in the case
of press-fitting. Therefore, the strength in the connection
portion between the pipe 10 and the first and second
metal members 17, 18 is not lowered due to the cutting-
off of the carbon fibers 25.
[0049] When the metal rings 16 are used, the carbon
fibers 25 within the pipe 10 are not cut off as described
above. However, when the carbon fiber prepreg 26 is
directly wound around the outer peripheral face 23A of
the core member 23 by the sheet winding method de-
scribed above, it is difficult to place the carbon fiber pre-
preg 26 along the asperities 27 of the metal rings 16.
Therefore, strength in a connection portion between the
metal rings 16 and the pipe 10 is weakest in the bar mem-
ber 22. Therefore, the pipe 10 could be detached from
the metal rings 16 depending on a stress applied to the
bar member 22.
[0050] However, in the present embodiment, the glass
fibers 50 are fixed in a state in which the glass fibers 50
enter the concave portions 29 of the outer peripheral face
16A of each of the metal rings 16, and are caught on the
convex portions 35 of the outer peripheral face 16A of
each of the metal rings 16 after the bake-curing. Thus,
the pipe 10 is more hardly detached from the metal rings
16 with the glass fibers 50 therebetween. As described
above, the end portions 10A, 10B of the pipe 10 are ex-
ternally fitted and fixed to (prevented from being de-
tached from) the outer peripheral faces 16A of the cor-
responding metal rings 16 in a state in which the carbon
fibers 25 within the pipe 10 are not cut off. , The metal
rings 16 in the state are positioned so as not to be dis-
placed in the axial direction X or a circumferential direc-
tion of the pipe 10 with respect to the end portions 10A,
10B of the pipe 10.
[0051] As the result, the pipe 10 can be prevented from
being detached from the metal rings 16 that are members
made of metal. Also, as described above, the glass fibers
50 of the present embodiment form the fabric 51. In FIG.
8, the fabric 51 is arranged such that the bundles 52 of
the glass fibers 50 (see FIG. 4) are aligned with a cir-
cumferential direction C of the outer peripheral face 16A
of the metal ring 16. Here, a thickness L1 of each of the
bundles 52 and 53 in the axial direction X or the circum-
ferential direction C (see FIG. 4) is smaller than a pitch
P between the convex portions 35 of the asperities 27
(also a pitch between the concave portions 29). Also, a
thickness L2 of each of the bundles 52 and 53 in a radial
direction of the outer peripheral face 16A is smaller than
a height H of the convex portions 35 (a depth of the con-
cave portions 29). Therefore, the bundles 52 and 53 can
enter the concave portions 29.
[0052] Therefore, the convex portions 35 of the outer
peripheral face 16A of each of the metal rings 16 enter
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interstices 58 of the fabric 51, so that the glass fibers 50
in the fabric 51 enter the concave portions 29 of the outer
peripheral face 16A of each of the metal rings 16, and
are fixed to the outer peripheral face 16A of each of the
metal rings 16 by the bake-curing. Accordingly, the metal
rings 16 and the pipe 10 are more rigidly fixed together,
and the pipe 10 becomes more hardly detached from the
metal rings 16.
[0053] Here, a width W of each of the interstices 58 in
the circumferential direction C and the axial direction X
(an interval between the adjacent bundles 52, and an
interval between the adjacent bundles 53) is desired to
be larger than the pitch P between the convex portions
35. When the interstices 58 are loose enough that the
width W of each of the interstices 58 is larger than the
pitch P, the convex portions 35 of the asperities 27 easily
enter the respective interstices 58 in the step of winding
the glass fiber prepreg 54 around the outer peripheral
face 16A of each of the metal rings 16. Accordingly, the
bundles 52 and 53 more easily enter the concave portions
29 of the asperities 27. The pipe 10 thereby becomes
more hardly detached from the metal rings 16.
[0054] Next, a first modification of the present disclo-
sure is described. FIG. 9 is a view obtained by applying
the first modification to FIG. 8. Members similar to those
described above are assigned the same reference nu-
merals in FIG. 9, and the description is omitted. With
reference to FIG. 9, the step of winding the glass fibers
50 around the outer peripheral face 16A of the metal ring
16 in the first modification includes a step of winding a
non-woven fabric 55 of the glass fibers 50 around the
outer peripheral face 16A. As the non-woven fabric 55,
for example, a chopped strand mat is preferably used.
The glass fibers 50 in the first modification have a rod-
like shape of about 0.5 to 20 mm, and are dispersed in
the non-woven fabric 55. The non-woven fabric 55 also
includes the glass fibers 50 having a different shape in
section and glass flakes 57 having a planar shape in ad-
dition to the rod-like glass fibers 50.
[0055] By winding the carbon fiber prepreg 26 around
the outer peripheral face 23A of the core member 23 after
winding the non-woven fabric 55 around the outer pe-
ripheral face 16A of each of the metal rings 16, the non-
woven fabric 55 is interposed between the outer periph-
eral face 16A of each of the metal rings 16 and the carbon
fiber prepreg 26. After that, the carbon fiber prepreg 26
is cured by baking, so that the pipe 10 is formed. Accord-
ingly, the non-woven fabric 55 is fixed between the car-
bon fiber prepreg 26 and each of the metal rings 16 by
the resin 28 oozing out from the carbon fiber prepreg 26.
[0056] Therefore, the glass fibers 50 and the glass
flakes 57 in the non-woven fabric 55 are fixed entering
the concave portions 29 of the outer peripheral face 16A
of each of the metal rings 16 in a state in which the glass
fibers 50 and the glass flakes 57 are oriented in various
directions. The glass fibers 50 and the glass flakes 57
are caught on the convex portions 35 of the outer periph-
eral face 16A of each of the metal rings 16 from various

directions to effectively act as resistance. The pipe 10
thereby becomes more hardly detached from the metal
rings 16.
[0057] The present disclosure is not limited to the em-
bodiment described above, and various changes may be
made within the scope of the claims. For example, in the
present embodiment, the step of providing, on the inner
peripheral faces 16B of the metal rings 16, the female
threaded portions 19 that are to be screwed to the male
threaded portions 20 provided on the first metal member
17 and the second metal member 18 is performed after
the mandrel 24 is pulled out of the pipe 10. However, the
step may be performed before the metal rings 16 are
externally fitted to the mandrel 24.
[0058] According to the invention, the step of winding
the glass fibers 50 around the outer peripheral face 16A
of each of the metal rings 16 includes a step of winding
the fabric 51 that is not impregnated with the resin 28
around the outer peripheral face 16A. In this case, the
fabric 51 is fixed to the outer peripheral face 16A by the
resin 28 oozing out from the carbon fiber prepreg 26.
Also, the types of the thermosetting resins of the resin
28 with which the carbon fiber prepreg 26 is impregnated
and the resin 28 with which the glass fiber prepreg 54 is
impregnated may be different from each other.
[0059] Also, the bar member 22 of the aforementioned
embodiment has a configuration in which the metal mem-
bers (the first metal member 17 and the second metal
member 18) are fastened to the both end portions (both
of the end portions 10A, 10B) of the pipe 10, the bar
member 22 may also have a configuration in which the
metal member is fastened to only one of the both end
portions. Also, although the bar member 22 of the afore-
mentioned embodiment is the rack bar 8, a bar member
other than the rack bar 8 (e.g., various shafts, rods, pipe-
like components) may be also employed.

Claims

1. A method of manufacturing a bar member (22) in-
cluding a pipe (10) made of a carbon fiber reinforced
resin, and a metal member (18, 17) that is fastened
to an end portion (10A, 10B) of the pipe (10) in an
axial direction of the pipe (10), the method compris-
ing:

a step of forming a core member (23) including
a mandrel (24) made of metal that extends in
the axial direction and a metal ring (16) having
an outer peripheral face (16A) subjected to face
roughening, by externally fitting the metal ring
(16) onto the mandrel (24);
a step of winding glass fibers (50) around the
outer peripheral face (16A) of the metal ring (16);
a step of interposing the glass fibers (50) be-
tween a prepreg sheet (26) obtained by impreg-
nating carbon fibers (25) with a resin (28), and
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the outer peripheral face of the metal ring by
winding the prepreg sheet around an outer pe-
ripheral face (23A) of the core member (23),
wherein the carbon fiber prepreg (26) is in close
contact with an outer peripheral face (24A) of
the mandrel (40) and the glass fibers (50);
a step of forming the pipe (10) where the end
portion is externally fitted and fixed to the outer
peripheral face (16A) of the metal ring (16) by
baking and curing the prepreg sheet (26) wound
around the outer peripheral face (23A) of the
core member (23);
a step of pulling only the mandrel (40) in the core
member (23) out of the pipe(10); and
a step of screwing together the metal member
(17, 18) and an inner peripheral face (16B) of
the metal ring (16).

2. The method of manufacturing a bar member (22)
according to claim 1, wherein the step of winding the
glass fibers (50) around the outer peripheral face
(16A) of the metal ring (16) includes a step of winding
fabric (51) of the glass fibers (50) around the outer
peripheral face (16A) of the metal ring (16).

3. The method of manufacturing a bar member (22)
according to claim 1, wherein the step of winding the
glass fibers (50) around the outer peripheral face
(16A) of the metal ring (16) includes a step of winding
a non-woven fabric (55) of the glass fibers (50)
around the outer peripheral face (16A) of the metal
ring (16).

4. The method of manufacturing a bar member (22)
according to any one of claims 1 to 3, further com-
prising a step of exposing a portion of the metal ring
(16) such that the portion protrudes to an outer side
in the axial direction from the completed pipe (10)
when each of the glass fibers (50) and the prepreg
sheet (26) is wound around the outer peripheral face
(23A) of the core member (23).

5. The method of manufacturing a bar member (22)
according to any one of claims 1 to 4, further com-
prising a step of forming, on the inner peripheral face
(16B) of the metal ring (16), a female threaded por-
tion (19) that is to be screwed to a male threaded
portion (20) provided on the metal member (17, 18).

6. A bar member (22) manufactured by the manufac-
turing method according to any one of claims 1 to 5.

7. The bar member (22) according to claim 6, wherein
the bar member (22) constitutes a rack bar (8) in-
cluded in a rack-and-pinion-type steering apparatus
(1).

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur Herstellung eines Stangenelementes
(22), das ein Rohr (10), das aus einem karbonfaser-
verstärkten Harz hergestellt ist, und ein Metallele-
ment (17, 18) aufweist, welches in einer Axialrich-
tung des Rohrs (10) an einem Endabschnitt (10A,
10B) des Rohrs (10) befestigt ist, wobei das Verfah-
ren aufweist:

einen Schritt zum Ausbilden eines Kernelemen-
tes (23), der eine Spindel (24), die aus Metall
hergestellt ist und sich in die Axialrichtung er-
streckt, und einen Metallring (16) aufweist, der
eine Außenumfangsfläche (16A) hat, die einer
Oberflächenaufrauhung unterworfen worden
ist, indem der Metallring (16) von außen auf die
Spindel (24) gepasst wird;
einen Schritt zum Wickeln von Glasfasern (50)
um die Außenumfangsfläche (16A) des Metall-
rings (16);
einen Schritt zum Einfügen der Glasfasern (50)
zwischen ein Prepreg-Blatt, das durch das Im-
prägnieren von Karbonfasern (25) mit einem
Harz (28) erhalten wird, und die Außenumfangs-
fläche (16A) des Metallrings (16), indem das
Prepreg-Blatt (26) um eine Außenumfangsflä-
che (23A) des Kernelementes (23) gewickelt
wird, wobei das Karbonfaser-Prepreg (26) in en-
gem Kontakt mit einer Außenumfangsfläche
(24A) der Spule (24) und mit den Glasfasern (50)
steht;
einen Schritt zum Ausbilden des Rohrs (10), bei
dem der Endabschnitt durch Ausbacken und
Aushärten des Prepreg-Blatts (26), das um die
Außenumfangsfläche (23A) des Kernelementes
(23) gewickelt ist, von außen an die Außenum-
fangsfläche (16A) des Metallrings (16) gepasst
und daran fixiert wird;
einen Schritt zum Ziehen von allein der Spule
(24) aus dem Rohr (10) in das Kernelement (23);
und
einen Schritt zum Zusammenschrauben von
Metallelement (17, 18) und einer Innenumfangs-
fläche (16B) des Metallrings (16).

2. Verfahren zum Herstellen eines Stangenelementes
(22) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei der Schritt zum Wi-
ckeln der Glasfasern (50) um die Außenumfangsflä-
che (16A) des Metallrings (16) einen Schritt zum Wi-
ckeln von einem Gewebe (51) der Glasfasern (50)
um die Außenumfangsfläche (16A) des Metallrings
(16) aufweist.

3. Verfahren zum Herstellen eines Stangenelementes
(22) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei der Schritt zum Wi-
ckeln der Glasfasern (50) um die Außenumfangsflä-
che (16A) des Metallrings (16) einen Schritt zum Wi-
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ckeln von einem Vliesstoff (55) von Glasfasern (50)
um die Außenumfangsfläche (16A) des Metallrings
(16) aufweist.

4. Verfahren zum Herstellen eines Stangenelementes
(22) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, weiterhin
mit einem Schritt zum Freihalten eines Abschnittes
des Metallrings (16), sodass der Abschnitt von dem
fertiggestellten Rohr (10) aus in Axialrichtung zu ei-
ner Außenseite hervorragt, wenn sowohl die Glas-
fasern (50) als auch das Prepreg-Blatt (26) um die
Außenumfangsfläche (23A) des Kernelementes
(23) gewickelt werden.

5. Verfahren zum Herstellen eines Stangenelementes
(22) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, weiterhin
mit einem Schritt zum Ausbilden eines Innengewin-
deabschnittes (19) an der Innenumfangsfläche
(16B) des Metallrings (16), wobei der Innengewin-
deabschnitt (19) mit einem Außengewindeabschnitt
(20), der an dem Metallelement (17, 18) vorgesehen
ist, verschraubt werden soll.

6. Stangenelement (22), das durch das Herstellungs-
verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5 herge-
stellt ist.

7. Stangenelement (22) gemäß Anspruch 6, wobei das
Stangenelement (22) eine Zahnstange (8) bildet,
welche in einer Zahnstangen-Lenkvorrichtung (1)
enthalten ist.

Revendications

1. Procédé de fabrication d’un élément de barre (22)
incluant un tuyau (10) constitué d’une résine renfor-
cée de fibres de carbone, et un élément de métal
(18, 17) qui est fixé à une portion d’extrémité (10A,
10B) du tuyau (10) dans une direction axiale du tuyau
(10), le procédé comprenant :

une étape de formation d’un élément de noyau
(23) incluant un mandrin (24) constitué de métal
qui s’étend dans la direction axiale et un anneau
de métal (16) présentant une face périphérique
externe (16A) rendue rugueuse en face, en rac-
cordant de manière externe l’anneau de métal
(16) sur le mandrin (24) ;
une étape d’enroulement de fibres de verre (50)
autour de la face périphérique externe (16A) de
l’anneau de métal (16) ;
une étape d’interposition des fibres de verre (50)
entre une feuille de pré-imprégné (26) obtenue
par imprégnation de fibres de carbone (25) avec
une résine (28), et la face périphérique externe
de l’anneau de métal par enroulement de la
feuille de pré-imprégné autour d’une face péri-

phérique externe (23A) de l’élément de noyau
(23), dans lequel le pré-imprégné de fibres de
carbone (26) est en contact proche avec une
face périphérique externe (24A) du mandrin (40)
et les fibres de verre (50) ;
une étape de formation du tuyau (10) où la por-
tion d’extrémité est raccordée et fixée de ma-
nière externe à la face périphérique externe
(16A) de l’anneau de métal (16) en faisant cuire
et durcir la feuille de pré-imprégné (26) enroulée
autour de la face périphérique externe (23A) de
l’élément de noyau (23) ;
une étape de traction uniquement du mandrin
(40) dans l’élément de noyau (23) à l’extérieur
du tuyau (10) ; et
une étape de vissage ensemble de l’élément de
métal (17, 18) et d’une face périphérique interne
(16B) de l’anneau de métal (16).

2. Procédé de fabrication d’un élément de barre (22)
selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape d’en-
roulement des fibres de verre (50) autour de la face
périphérique externe (16A) de l’anneau de métal (16)
comprend une étape d’enroulement de textile (51)
des fibres de verre (50) autour de la face périphéri-
que externe (16A) de l’anneau de métal (16).

3. Procédé de fabrication d’un élément de barre (22)
selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape d’en-
roulement des fibres de verre (50) autour de la face
périphérique externe (16A) de l’anneau de métal (16)
comprend une étape d’enroulement d’un textile non
tissé (55) des fibres de verre (50) autour de la face
périphérique externe (16A) de l’anneau de métal
(16).

4. Procédé de fabrication d’un élément de barre (22)
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3,
comprenant de plus une étape d’exposition d’une
portion de l’anneau de métal (16) de telle sorte que
la portion fait saillie par rapport à un côté externe
dans la direction axiale à partir du tuyau achevé (10)
lorsque chacune des fibres de verre (50) et de la
feuille de pré-imprégné (26) est enroulée autour de
la face périphérique externe (23A) de l’élément de
noyau (23).

5. Procédé de fabrication d’un élément de barre (22)
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4,
comprenant de plus une étape de formation, sur la
face périphérique interne (16B) de l’anneau de métal
(16), d’une portion filetée femelle (19) qui doit être
vissée sur une portion filetée mâle (20) fournie sur
l’élément de métal (17, 18).

6. Elément de barre (22) fabriqué par le procédé de
fabrication selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 1 à 5.
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7. Elément de barre (22) selon la revendication 6, dans
lequel l’élément de barre (22) constitue une barre de
crémaillère (8) incluse dans un appareil de direction
de type crémaillère-et-pignon (1).
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