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This invention relates to an adapter for SocketS 
and in particular to a socket adapter which 
Serves the dual function of providing, Simultane 
ously, support for lamp bulbs and for a reflector. 
There are many instances wherein a lamp 

socket having its axis perpendicular to a ceiling 
or a Wall should, in the interest of good lighting 
practice as Well aS for artistic reasons, be COvered 
With a reflector or light diffusing globe. To ac 
Complish this end, it Would be necessary, usually, 
to remove the lamp Socket and install a yoke ot 
fixture Support before a globe or reflector could 
be Suspended. Obviously, this is a relatively ex 
pensive operation requiring the Services of 
skilled electricians. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a, 
Socket adapter Serving the dual function of Sup 
porting lamp bulbs and a decorative reflector. 

It is a further object of this invention to pro 
vide an adapter for a socket whereby, without 
altering the Socket, my new adapter can be posit. 
tioned therein to support both a lamp bulb and 
a globe or reflectOr. 

It is a still further object of this invention to 
provide an improved inexpensive and unique 
adapter for a lamp Socket. 

Further objects and advantages of this inven 
tion Will become apparent and the invention Will 
be more clearly understood from the following 
description referring to the accompanying draw- : 
ing, and the features of novelty which character 
ize this invention will be pointed out with par 
ticularity in the claims annexed to and forming 
a part of this specification. 

Referring to the drawing, Fig. 1 is a front ele- : 
wation, partly in Section, of my improved ceiling 
lamp adapter shown fitted with lamp bulbs and 
Supporting a globe; Fig. 2 is a side elevation, 
shown partly in Section, of the adapter used for 
supporting a lamp globe; Fig. 3 is a section taken 4 
along the plane Cl-a of Fig. 2 in the direction 
of the arrows while Fig. 4 is a Section taken along 
plane b-b of Fig. 2 in the direction of the arrows. 

Briefly, in accordance with my invention, my 
adapter comprises a device having a male con 
tact element which may be in the form of a 
ScreW Shell adapted to fit into a conventional 
lamp SOcket and having a housing containing 
Strip metal contacts therein and having furtheir 
both a plurality of lamp receiving Sockets and a ; 
receptacle for receiving a stud or nipple for Sup 
porting a light diffusing globe, a shade or re 
flector. 

Referring to the drawing, and in particular to 
Fig. 1, my improved adapter is shown inserted 
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into a lamp socket 2. A reflector plate 3 is posi 
tioned to overlie the lamp socket 2 and it, in 
turn, has a grommet or dust sealing ring 4. A 
light diffusing element or globe 5 is shown se 
Cured by means of a stud 6 and a nut T to my 
adapter . A pair of lamp bulbs 8 are shown 
inserted into the adapter to provide illumination 
through the globe 5. 

Referring now to Fig. 2, my improved adapter 
f is shown comprising a body portion 9 having a 
Separable bottom portion it, means including 
rivets for holding the body portion and the 
f)otton portion together, a male screw base 2 
for insertion into a lamp socket, and electrical 
cOntact strips Or elements f3, 4 and 5 for inter 
Connecting a pair of auxiliary lamp Sockets 6, 
(see Fig. 4) with the screw base 2. The adapter 
is further provided with a threaded ferrule 8 
preferably aligned coaxially with the longitu 
dinal geometric axis of the adapter. 
The insulating body portion or housing 9 is 

preferably molded from one of the urea, or phe 
nolic resins or other Suitable material approved 
for Such use and it is hollow to provide a cylin 
drical wall having in the illustrated embodiment 
a transverse element or portion 9 at its lower 
end to give the housing a T shape. The bottom 
portion is Separable from the transverse ele 
ment 9 along a diametral plane, represented 
in Fig. 2 by the line b-b. The bottom portion 
A , likewise, is preferably made of one of the 
phenolic or urea resins and it is hollowed out to 
define in combination. With the transverse ele 
Inent 9 the pair of threaded auxiliary Sockets 
6, 7, each adapted to receive the threaded base 

of an incandescent lamp. 
The electrical contacts 3, and 5 are strips 

of Copper or other Suitable electrical conducting 
material which are assembled in a unique manner 
On the body portion 9 of the adapter; that is, the 
upper end of each of these Strips f3, A and 5 is 
inserted through apertures 20, 2, 22 respectively 
in the upper portion of the body 9. When one 
of the outer strips is inserted through its respec 
tive aperture-for example, the strip 4 is in 
Serted through aperture 2-its end (in this case 
end 23 of strip ) is then bent over in a U-shape 
to lie against the side wall of the body portion 9. 
The Second Outer contact 3, like 4, is connected 
in a similar manner to the upper end of the body 
portion 9 through aperture 22. The central con 
tacting strip 3 is inserted through aperture 2 
and bent Over to have a portion 3d lying per 
pendicular to the longitudinal axis of the body 
portion 9. 
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The outer contact elements 4 and 5 are de 
flected at their lower end and in the illustrated 
embodiment they are given a curved shape 25, 
adapting them to lie One, respectively, along the 
periphery of each of the lamp Sockets 6 and 7, 
and positioned to make contact With the Screw 
shell of a lamp inserted therein. The outer ex 
tremities of these Strips are constructed to pro 
vide self support when the strip coacts with the 
body portion; that is, the outer end of each Strip 
is deformed as at 24a to fit into an aperture 24 
located in the outer edge of the transverse portion 
9 of the housing 9. The strips 4 and 5 are 

identical and interchangeable and accordingly 
another aperture (not shown) is provided on the 
opposite end of the transverse element 9 to re 
ceive the contact Strip 5. 
As previously mentioned, the socket portions 
6 and 7 within the T-shaped element 9 are 

threaded to be engageable with the base of an 
electric lamp bulb. The threads are slotted, how 
ever, to receive the curved portion 25 of the strips 
in such a nanner that the strips. Will be posi 
tioned to make electrical contact with the pe 
riphery of the threads of a lamp bulb base. To 
provide suitable central support for the curved 
portion 25, a tongue 26 is formed at Some Suitable 
point, along the edge of the strip for insertion 
into a corresponding nest 27 in the threaded por 
tion of the sockets 6 and 7. 

It is obvious that for Suitable electrical ener 
gization, the central contact strip 3 must be 
adapted to engage the central or bottom contact 
on the base of a lamp bulb. This result is accom 
plished in the illustrated embodiment by a Z 
shaped element 28 lying in a plane which is per 
pendicular to the longitudinal axis of the Strip 3. 
The Z-shaped element 28 which is connected, as 
by a rivet 23a, to the longitudinal strip 3 is SO 
positioned in the transverse element i9 that each 
of its ends 29 and 30 respectively is positioned 
resiliently to engage the base or bottom Contact 
of one of the lamp bulbS 8. 
To provide a resilient pressure for the: Contact 

ends 29, 30, the transverse element 9 has a pair 
of pins 3, 32 molded or otherwise positioned 
therein and located away from an adjacent Wall 
So that the Z-shaped strip. 28 will lie in the chan 
nel formed by a pin and the contiguous Wall. This 
Wall is sloped as at 33, 34 to direct the free or 
contact end of the Z strip toward the open end 
of the socket in which it is located. Through this 
unique structure, a resilient force is imparted to 
the contact ends 29, 30 of the Z-shaped element 
28 so that when a lamp bulb is screwed into a 
socket, for example, if the lamp bulb 8 is Screwed 
into socket A, its bottom contact presses resil 
iently against the end 3G of the Z-shaped ele 
ment 28. 

It is obvious that electrical contact provided by 
the structure of the contact ends 29, 30 of the 
Z-shaped strip in combination with the curved 
portions 25 of the contact strips 4, 5 is Sufficient 
to energize any lamp Socket or SOcket adapter, 
and accordingly, the structure Which has been de 
scribed is not limited particularly to its aSSOcia 
tion with my improved ceiling lamp adapter, but 
may be used in other devices. 
The bottom portion of the adapter, in addi 

tion to completing the lower halves of Sockets 6 
and 7, is further provided with a threaded fer 
rule 3 which is screwed, riveted or otherwise Se 
cured to the bottom portion 0. The particular 
feature of the threaded ferrule 8 is that a 
threaded 4' pipe, used for fixtures, can be in 

O 

20 

30 

35 

40 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

4 
Serted into the ferrule 8 to extend away there 
from as shown in Fig. ... Pipe 6 is threaded at 
both ends whereby its end opposite ferrule 8 can 
accommodate a nut that will hold a globe light 
diffuser or reflector 5 or other device in a Suitable 
position on the fixture . This structure provides 
an inexpensive method of converting an Ordinary 
lamp Socket to a use providing an improved light 
distribution and a more artistic appearance. 
With respect to the upper end of the body por 

tion 9 and particularly with respect to the bent 
over portions of the electrical contacts 3, 4 and 
5, the turned-down members 23 of the outer 
elements are held in place against the threaded 
male Screw shell cap of screw base 2 by sliding 
the cap over the end of the housing 9 to insure 
a sturdy relationship; the male screw shell cap is 
then suitably Secured to the base 9. For example, 
it. Inay be Screwed or Spun to the housing 9 or it 
may be spot welded to the contacts 4, 5. 
Housing 9 and the botton element C. of the 

adapter are then assembled and held together by 
rivetS or other Suitable Securing means to pro 
vide a rigid assembly. 

It is obvious that modifications of this inven 
tion will occur to those skilled in the art and it 
is desired to be understood, therefore, that this 
invention is not to be limited to the particular 
embodiment disclosed, but rather is it intended 
to cover all modifications. Which are: Within the 
true spirit and scope of this invention. 
What I claim as new and desire to Secure by 

I letters Patent of the United States is: 
1. A socket adapter comprising a hollow T 

shaped insulating housing having a cylindrical 
shaft with a transverse element integrally coin 
nected thereto, and a complementary bottom 
member engageable with Said transverse element 
to define in cooperation therewith a plurality of 
interconnected lamp receiving sockets located side 
by side but extending in opposite directions, Said 
housing having a male Screw base positioned at 
One end to engage an electric Socket, electrical 
conductor means interconnecting said male Screw 
base and Said Sockets, said electrical conductor 
means Comprising a plurality of electrical Con 
ducting strips with a first One of Said Strips hav 
ing a portion positioned for engagement With the 
center element of Said male Screw base for estab 
lishing a center electric contact for Said adapter, 
the others of Said Strips having portionS. engage 
able with the periphery of said male Screw base 
to establish a peripheral electric contact for Said 
adapter, Said first Strip having a transverse Z 
shaped strip connected thereto to provide center 
contact for said lamp receiving SocketS, Said 
transverse element having pins positioned therein 
and Spaced from a contiguous Wall thereof to 
define in combination therewith a channel for re 
ceiving one leg of said Z-shaped element, said 
Contiguous Wall being shaped to coact With Said 
pin to direct a free or contact end of Said Z 
shaped element outwardly to engage the center 
Contact of a lamp when inserted into One of Said 
adapter Sockets, said other strips further having 
extension strips electrically connected thereto and 
lying in the periphery of said lamp receiving 
Sockets to provide peripheral contact therefor, the 
free ends of said extension strips having hook 
shaped portions engageable with complementary 
nests in said transverse element thereby to posi 
tion Securely Said extension StripS. 

2. A socket adapter comprising an elongated re 
cessed insulating housing, a male Screw base posi 
tioned at one end of the housing and adapted to 
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engage an electric socket, a pair of threaded lamp 
1'eceiving sockets integral with the housing and 
positioned at its other end in side by side relation 
and facing in opposite, Substantially parallel di 
rections Substantially perpendicular to the longi 
tidinal axis of the housing, and interconnected 
contact means for said screw base and Sockets, 
Said contact means comprising a first contact 
Strip having a portion extending Substantially 
along the longitudinal axis of the housing with 
8, free end extending through said base and ter 
ininating in a transverse portion to form a center 
contact for Said base, the opposite end of Said 
first contact strip portion having Secured thereto 
a transversely extending Z-shaped Strip With ends 
positioned respectively in said sockets to form 
center contacts therein, means integral With Said 
housing for engaging said Z-shaped strip for ten 
Sioning the sane to urge the contact ends thereof 
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toward Said Socket openings, a Screw shel Secured 
to Said base, and a pair of Similar Second contact 
StripS eXtending along the sides of the housing 
receSS and each Secured at One end in Contact. With 
Said screw shell, the other end of each of said Sec 
Ond contact Strips being positioned along the pe 
riphery of said sockets respectively to form side 
contacts therefor. 
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