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o all whom it mey concern!

Be it known that we, Wrruias F. SOHWEL-
;gr and Winoraar H. Fisze, both citizens of
the United States of America, and both re-
siding at Rochester, in the county of 2on-

roe and State of New York, have invented’

certain new and useful Improvements in
Stamp-Affixing Machines, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The invention relates to stamp affixing
machines, of the general type comprising a
pertable container adapted to be superposed
on an envelepe and provided with stamp roll
holding and feeding mechanism, devices for
moistening an envelope, and a depressible
plunger which serves to feed the stamp strip,
operate the envelope moistening mechanism,
sever the stamp from the strip, and afix it
to the envelope. ,

One of the purpeses of the invention is
to afford a simple, efficient, and durable

mechanism for discharging water onto the

envelope, said parts being constructed in
such a way as to insure discharging a uni-
form amount of water onto the envelope; re-
gardless of wear on the controlling parts of
the machine. ‘

Another purpose of the improvement is fo
afford a positive and forceful action in dis-
charging the water from its compartment,
and in other ways to insure a proper and
adequate supply of water to the envelope.

An additional obiect of the invention is
to provide means for retaining a vesilient
or rubber pad on the bottom of the plungexr
so as to prevent its accidental removal or
Toogening. :

Still a further purpose of the invention is
to afford means for limiting the downward
travel of the operating plunger without im-
posing any strain on or otherwise affecting
the operating parts of the machine. v

T7ith these and other ends in view, the
invention comprehends the structure that
will appear clearly from the following de-
scription, when read in conjuncticn with
the accompanying drawings, the novel fea-
tures being pointed out in the claims fol-
lowing the description.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is = side elevation of a machine
equipped with a preferred embodiment of
the invention, illustrating the parts in nox-
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mal position, the water compartment being
) =

broken away te show the interior mecha-
nism; T '
Figure 2 is a similar view with parts
broken away, showing the operating plun-
ger lowered to a position where the water
ejecting device is vetracted, in readiness to
discharge water when released, upon further
downward movement of the plunger;
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Figure 3 is a perspective view illustrating =

the means on.the plunger that cooperates
with the actuator for the water ejecting de-
vice;

Figure 4 is a side elevation of the imachine
with parts broken away, illustrating the po-
sition of the operating plunger at the down-
ward limit of its travel; S

Figure 5 is a bottom plan view of the
plunger, and ' ’

Figure 6 is a longitudinal vertical sec-
tienal view of the same. : :

Referring more particulariy to the draw-
ings, in which - Iike reference numerals
thronghout the several views indicate the
same parts, 1 designates the housing of the
machine, while 2 1§ the operating plunger
that controls the feeding and cutting of the

-stamp from the strip, as well known in this

class of machine. The housing 1 is pro-
rided with guide slots 3 at the sides thereof,
while 4 are guide pins carried by the plun-
ger 2 and engaging said slots 8. -

Tt is desirable to prevent the pins 4 from
striking the bottoms of the slots 3 when
the plunger is moved downwardly as far as
it will go, and to accomplish this, we pro-
vide means carried by the plunger 2 and en-
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gaging the top of the housing 1, so as to pre- -

vent the plunger from moving downwardly
far enough to permit the pins 4 to strike
the bottoms of the glots 3. This is pref-
erably accomplished by constructing and

mounting the handle 5 on the plunger 2 so-

that its Iower-edge 6 engages the top of the
housing 7 to. limit the downward travel-of
the plunger before. the pins 4 reach the bot-
toms of the slots 3. In the course of the
downward movement of the plunger 2,

mechanism operates to discharge water onto

he envelope, and the parts baving to do
with the water containing and discharging

pec

mechanism will now be described, :
10 d the water compartment fo
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which water may be supplied when required,

through a suitable opemno that is normally
closed by a threaded plug 11. Pivotally
mounted within tne V’Z‘Ltul compartment 18
a water ejecting device that swings abouf an
axis 12 located at a point between
and lower portions. 13 dcswnﬂf 2
Sprrl'rs located between the rvear wall of the
vater compartmcnt and the lower Dor*;ic-n
t;e water ejecting device beneath its piv
otal peint, and acting to push said lower
portion toward the water discharge open-
ings 14 located near the bottom of the com-
partment. The springs 18 are located. in
such relation as to effect a direct action up-
on the water ejecting device towa rd the dis-

“charge openings, resulting in a pesitive and

powerful operation in discharging dle water
by reason of maximum pressure
rectly toward the water chsohame openine;s.

The water ejecting device comprisss an
integral metallic plate provided with an up-
turned portion 15 at its lower end in spaced
relation to the body portion of the plate.
The upturned portion 15 is cut away at 16
to receive the corlk member 17 which is re-
tained in said cut-away portion against the
body portion of the water ejecting device
and acts to close the discharge ope entngs and
prevent passage of
the parts are in novmal position, as shown
in Figure 1. It is desirable to prevent the
openings 14 from: becoming f‘logged and to
prevent insertion of a sharp point into said
openings from the ex terior, and this is at-
tained by the provision of a serics of pins
18 carried by the water ejecting cevwe and
occupying a position within said ovenings
14 when the parts are in normal position.

The water ejecting device 1s retracied
against the action of the springs 13 by-the
downward travel of the plunger 2 through
a slidable actuator 20 which is micvable hori-
zontally at the top of the water compart-
ment 10 and engages the upper portion of
the water ejecting device so as to swing the
same on its pivotal axis 12. 21 is a member
having threaded adjustment on the actuator
20 and affording an. adjustable shoulder
which engages and moves the upper portion
of the water ejecting device, the adju‘mnmwt
of the member 21 making it possible to vary
the movement of the water ejecting device t £o
effect just the proper water discharge.

The actuator 20 carries an onerfm ng por-

tion or plate 22 located outside the compfu"m

ment 10 and beveled on its inner surface at
opposite portions, as designated at 23. The
plate 22 is preferably constructed of Monel
metal, or other similar . alloy which \ﬂH
withstand wear and has no tendency to rust

or corrode if permitted to stand idle ﬁte‘r
becoming wet, thus overecoming an objection
in prior machines due to the sticking of
parts made of brass, copper, or other metals.

acting di-

vater Lhel ethrou Oh when .

wrhich is pke Lerablj; cut away ab its ed
receive said frame.

s provided with one or more
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The plunger is provided with means which
cooperates with said operating portion 22 on
under side to withdraw the same, to-
oeL ver with the actuator, f‘ltW“T‘le with
‘erence to the water compuzu nent for re-
tracting the water jchn? aswce

ity

Said n eans on the plan P fcmoly
comprises a shoe with oppe bifurcaled
tapered 1 'ﬂormons % which enter between J“c

ane

‘:’Lhi aces 23 ar {a

water compartment a
‘ Is downwardly, and thereb;
the actuator outwardly with reference to ) the
water co‘npkxa'u“ent TWhen the shoe on the

be".‘elef
of the

wall

to permit the bifurcated portions 24 to cleax
the opeiohm‘ plate 22, the latter is rele a°ed

and the sprms;c 13 throw the water ejecting

device back to normal position, at the same
time discharging the proper qua n:luy of wa-
ter through the f)penu gs 14 onto the envel-
ope in preperation for the stamp which is
sever ed a nd presged onto the. enve lope by the
wrther downward iimvel of the operating
1;1 unger. As the stamp feeding and cutting
means forms no part of this invention, it is

unnecessary to show or describe these parts

in detail.

On the return or tpwud travel of the
plunger, the ¢ u‘zpeieq portions 24 of the shoe
zs on the omel sice of the plate 22, so that

1 the latter has any tendency to stlch, the
l e forces it positively to its normal or in-
1)Jst po‘sﬂ; on, ready for another opera-
when the phnoel moves dow 11W‘17‘CH")
‘ch e cvctu wtor 1° pos1 Welv opemwd bv

.__a e

D'i”u'hllé action on UH,D 2 for o*aerah‘lg' Jm
water ejecting devi ice, and a pushing ‘opera~
tion on said plate, to return said pavts to

‘normal position.

,sha bohom of the pla"w‘ 2 is usually
provided with: pad of resilient material,
such as mobez, and in ovder to retain such
pad in place, and. prevent its acm@em,l
loosening or displacement, we employ a
metal frame uO, attached to the plunger in
any convenient Way, 2 and including & flange

H-Joundﬂ o'the edge of the r esilient pad 31

In oldn} to retain
body of the vesilient pad in place, the £
transverse
1:1(,}1“5:39, which occupy grooves m ths
ber d and hold the central or 1
tion ’»L the pac in place, as well as i
Whi le the invention Laq been
witli veference to certaln de$alled arrange-
ments, it i 1ot restricted to the pavticular
mechanism dJs SOCL and this application is
ded to cover any uﬂdmv_u‘ ons or de-
p,utme cemu q W 1tam the intent of the im-
provements as sct forth in the preceding de-
stion. or le ucope the following

ser of
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We claim+ to engage a.portion of Lh° water e,@eumﬂ
1. In a stamp affixing machine, the com- device, and means carried oy the operating .-

nmatlor with an operating planger, of a plunger for controlling sald actuator.

er compartinent, a water ejecting deviee, 7. In a \‘cumv) affixing machine, the com-

an abtuato* operatively connected to the bination dﬁ an operating 1 11111""81, 01£ a

mte*‘ ejecting device, and means carried by  water compartment having wator discharge

the plunger 2 zml operating to withdraw tne apenings "mvr the bottom, o water L]ectmo

actuator Trom said compartment as the plum-
ger travels dows m"lrdly, and to Insare re-
tu1 of the actuator as the plunger fravels
wpwardly. '

2. In a stamp affixing machine, the com-
bination with an operating plunger, of =
.mtcz compartment, a water cjecting device,

& recipr ocafmb actuator for the water eject-
ing device, and means acting as the plunger
travels downwardly to Wlthdmw the actua-
tor from the compartment in order to re-

tract the water ejecting device ready for

operation.

In a stamp affixing machine, the com-
bi nat'on with an operatmo plunger of a
water compartment, a water ejecting device,
an actuator operatively connected to said
water ejecting device and having an operat-
ing portion located outside the compart-
ment, and means carried by the plunger
and enﬁaomo the inner face of said operat-
ing p<)1t10n and acting to withdraw the ac-
tuator from the compartment to retract the
wa tel cjecting device ready for opevation.

.Ina stamp afixing machlne, the com-
bvn ation with an opera tmo plunger, of a
water compartment, a water ejecting device,
an actuator operatively. connected to saic

water ejecting device and having an operat-
J foic) el

ing portion located outside the compart-
ment, and means carried by the plunger and
including a bifurcated shoe engaging the
inter Tace of said operating portion at op-
posite points and acting to withdraw the ac
tuator from the compartment to vetract ﬂ]e
water ejecting device ready for operation.
5. In a stamp aflixing machine, the com-
bination with an operating plunger, of a
water compartment having water discharge
openings near the bottom, a water e]er’tmo
device having its lower portion arranged for
cooperation with said openings, an actmtor
cooper rating with the upper portion of the
water e]e“tnw device, the latter being pivot-
ally mounted wi ithin said comp‘xrtment be-
tween its upper and lower portions, means
Carued by said plunger for controlling the
actuator, and a spring located between the

rear wall of the water compartment and the ‘

wate e,ommo device beneath the pivotal
pom‘ of the latter and acting to push the
lower portion thereof toward “the openings.

6. In a stamp affixing machine, the com-
bination with an operatmo plunger, of a
water compartment, a water ejecting device
arranged 1n said compartment, an actua-
tor for the water ejecting device, an ad-
justable shoulder on said actuator arranoed

with said openings, an

device having its lower portion cooperating
able shoulder on the actuator wmj rating
with the upper poruon of the water eject-
ing device, the latter being pivoted LtW eni
its upper and lower portions, a spring lo-
cated be t\veen the rear wall of said compart-
mend and the water actuating device and

actuator, an adjust-

fxctmo to push its lower end toward the dis-

charge openings, and means carried by the

operating plunger and cooperating with said

actuator to withdraw the latter from the
compartment and thereby retract the water

a(tlm’rmg device ready for operation.

8. In a st‘unp affixing machine, the com-
bination with an opemtmo

vice, means controlled by s
operating thﬂ water ejecting device, the lat-
ter comprising a pivotally mounted integral
plate having 1ts lower edge bent upor itselt
fonmno an upturned portlon that is cut
away £o I‘IOVlde an’ opening, and a cork
member engaging said opening and seated
against the body portion of the water eject-
ing device.

9. Tna stamp aflising machme, ’che com-
bination with an OUemtmo plunger and
water compartment hawng a series of water

discharge openings, of a water ejecting de--

vice, pms carried by the water ejecting de-
vice and engageable in said opnnmos, and
means carried by the plunger for ~ope ating
the water ejecting device.

10. In a %famp affixing machine, the com-
bination with a hou%mg, of an operating
plunger movable in the housing, the latter
lﬂ‘wmo vertical guiding slots, guide pins car-
ried b_y the plunger and engaging said slots,
and means carried by the plunger and  co-
operating with the housing toward the limit
of the downward movement of the, plunger
to limit downward travel of the plunger ]vst
before the guide pins reach the bottoms of

said slots,

11. In a stamp affixing machme the com-
bination with a housing that is slotted ver-
tically at opposite 51des‘, of an operating
phmf-e! having guide pins engaging said
slots in the hou%mw and a handle -for said
plunger, the handle cooperating with the top
of the housing to limit downward travel of

the plunger before the guide pins reach the

bottom of said slots.

12. In a stamp afiixing machine, the com-
bination with an Qpemtm - plunger having
resilient material covering its bottom, said
resilient material being cut away at its edges

plunoer and
water compartment, of a water ejecting de-
said plunger for.
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“and grooved transversely, of a rectangular
retaining frame cooperating with said cut-
away  edge portions and having integral
transverse portions lying in said grooves and
acting to hold the resilient material upon
the plunger.

18. In a stamp afiixing machine, the. com-
bination with an operating plunger having
resilient material covering its bottom, said
resilient material being cut away at its
edges, of a retaining frame cooperating with
said cut-away portions and holding the re-
silient material on the plunger, sald frame
having a transverse portion between its ends
engaging the body of the resilient material.

1,581,418

14, In a stamp aflixing machine, the com-
bination with an operating plunger, of a
water compartment, a water ejecting device,
an actuator operatively connected to the

‘water ejecting device, and means carried by
the plunger and acting to move the actuator

from normal position as the plunger travels
downwardly, and to positively return the ac-
tuator to 1nitial position as the plunger
travels upwardly. ‘

In witness whereof, we have hereunto
signed our names.

WILLIAM F. SCHWEIGER.
WILLIAM H. FISKE.
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