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originating from a semiconductor fabrication tool, request-
ing and obtaining data pertaining to the empty photoresist
container from a wireless tag reader, and transmitting the
data to a host; a second event processor for, upon receiving
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ist container removed from the semiconductor fabrication
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tool and originating from the wireless tag reader, transmit-
ting the data pertaining to the removed photoresist contain-
er to the host; and a third event processor for, upon receiv-
ing a third message containing data pertaining to a
photoresist container newly positioned in the location of
the photoresist container that was removed from the semi-
conductor fabrication tool, transmitting the data pertaining
to the newly positioned photoresist container to the host.
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include the two inventions (invention groups) statedbelow. (See extra sheet)

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Invention group 1l: The inventions in claims 1-12

“A photoresist management apparatus that is connected to a semiconductor
manufacturing step tool, a wireless tag reader, and a host computer,
saidphotoresist management apparatus including: a first event processing
unit, which acquires data relating to an empty photoresist container
by making a request to the wireless tag reader when the first event
processing unit receives a first message from the semiconductor
manufacturing step tool, said first message indicating that the
photoresist container is in the empty state, and which transmits the
data acquired from the wireless tag reader to the host computer; second
event processing unit, which transmits data relating to a photoresist
container, which has been removed from the semiconductor manufacturing
step tool, to the host computer when the second event processing unit
receives, from the wireless tag reader, a second message that includes
data relating to the photoresist container; and a third event processing
unit which transmits, to the host computer, data relating to a photoresist
container that isnewly disposedat theposition fromwhich the photoresist
container has been removed from the semiconductor manufacturing step
tool, said third event processing unit transmitting data when the third
event processing unit receives, from the wireless tag reader, a third
message that includes data relating to the newly disposed photoresist
container.”

Invention group 2: The inventions in claims 13-22

“A photoresist management apparatus for managing a photoresist, which
includes: an acquiring unit, which acquires photoresist kind data that
indicates the kind of the photoresist with respect to a photoresist
container attached to a predetermined position, and photoresist
attribution data that indicates the attribution of the photoresist; a
storage unit, which stores the photoresist kind data and the photoresist
attribution data obtained by means of the acquiring unit; a comparison
unit which, in the case where the photoresist container is replaced,
compares the photoresist kind data and the photoresist attribution data
of thephotoresist container prior to the replacement with the photoresist
kind data and the photoresist attribution data of a photoresist container
after the replacement, respectively, said comparison unit performing
comparison using the data stored in the storing unit or acquired from
the acquiring unit; and a notifying unit, which notifies, corresponding
to the comparison results, whether there has been an error in the
replacement of the photoresist containers.”
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