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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
AUGUSTUS P. SMITH, OF ROCK FALLS, ILLINOIS. 

METALLIC FENCE = POST. 

SPECTIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 459,594, dated September 15, 1891. 
Application filed Junell, 1891, Serial No. 394,726, (No model..) 

To allt will 07m, it may concern: !!!! 
Be it known that II, AUGUSTUS P. SMITH, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Rock 
Falls, in the county of Whiteside and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Metallic Fence-Posts; 
and I do declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
Which it appertains to make and use the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, and to the letters and figures of ref 
erence marked thereon, which form a part of 
this specification. 
My invention has reference to improve 

ments in metallic fence - posts, constructed 
either of sheet metal or cast, but preferably of 
Steel sheets, and adapted to be coated with 
any suitable preparation to prevent rust or 
corrosion. 
My invention is more especially adapted 

for use in connection with fence-wire, either 
smooth or barbed, and either of a single 
strand or of a cable consisting of two or more 
Strands intertwisted. The material of the 
post is formed. So as to present an angular 
face next to the Wire, in which angle there 
are formed horizontal slots extended into the 
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material of the post, either in a horizontal 
direction or obliquely upWard or downward. 
Said slots are placed at intervals correspond 
ing to the distances between the severalfence 
wires, and are adapted to receive the latter. 
My invention further involves the use of 

a locking-key adapted to be dropped down in 
front of the inserted wire, and between it and 
the uncut portion of said angle of the post, 
for the purpose of retaining the fence-wires 
in the several slots. This key is reversible, 
being adapted when inserted in one position 
to hold the wire in said slots loosely and 
when inserted in the oppositeposition to lock 
said wire rigidly within said slots. I attain 
these objects by the mechanism illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective of a fence-post 
embodying my invention and exhibits the 
wire and key in position. Fig. 2 shows modi 
fications of the form of Said post. Fig. 3 is a 
detail of the locking-key. Fig. 4 is a modifica 
tion of said key, in round or angular wire. 

Fig. 5 is a cross-section of the post near the 
bottom thereof. 
A is the post proper, which is formed of 

sheet metal, the sides of which are longitudi 
nally bent backward laterally from the cen 
tral line of the post at any suitable i angle 
with each other, presenting the central llon 
gitudinal fold or front edge B and the rear 
wardly-extending sides C.C. - The post A may 
be given any desired taper from the bottom 
of the post or from the surface of the ground 
to the top of the post, by cutting the mate 
rial from the sheet with a corresponding ta 
per. The edges of the sides C may also be 
drawn - closer together gradually from the 
bottom to the top, which will give said post 
greater fiare and solidity within the earth, 
and present a more pleasing appearance above 
the ground, and increases the strength of the 
post toward the top against pressure perpen 
dicular to the line of the fence. 

In the fold B of the post A there is cut a 
series of wire-receiving slots D at such alti 
tude respectively as it may be desired to 
place the wires, and adapted to receive and 
retain any form of fence- wire or strips of 
metal. The bottom of the post may - consist 
simply of the straight sides C, in which con 
dition the posts may be either driven or set 
into the earth; or, if preferred, the extreme 
lower end of the post may be centrally slit 
vertically a short distance, and such slit por 
tions folded in ward, as shown in Fig. 1, in 
which condition the post would be set up by 
previously boring or digging the hole in the 
usual mode. The top of the post. A may also 
be either fflat, curved, or pointed, as may be 
desired. The ends of the slots D may be 
curved or angular, as it may be desired. If 
preferred, also, the edges C of the sides may 
be curved or folded any degree upon them 
selves to impart greater strength to that lo 
cality. The slots D, when cut into the fold 
IB with their immer ends higher than their 
outer edges, are intended for posts set across 
depressions in the earth, and are thereby 
adapted to more certainly retain the fence 
wire prior to the insertion of the key. The 
slots D cut in the opposite direction are 
adapted for posts set over eminences and on 
the level where the downward tension of the 
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