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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOEN SKIDMORE, of the
city of Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented a new and Im-

5 proved Portable and Adjustable Balecony for
Window-Cleaning Parposes ; and I hereby de-

clare the following to be a full, clear, and: ex-.|

act description thereof, reference being had to
the ‘accompanying drawing, representing a

10 perspective view of my apparatus as attached
to a window-casing.

My invention relates to a device attachable
to the outside of window-casings for the con-
venience and securityof a person cleaning the

15 panes; and it consists, first, in. the construc-
tion of the guard or rail which 1employ ; and,
secondly,. in such a guard in combination
with my platform, all as hereinafter more

_fully set forth.

‘20 My guard is constructed as follows: A'A

are two bars, each having a socket, p, formed
upon it at one end, through which-a rail, B, is
passed. A pin, ¢, projects from each bar lat-
erally and outwardly near its opposite end, and

. 28 a brace; G, extends from a_ point near each

socket obliquely downward, ‘backward, and
slightly outward. - Set-screws r permit the
clamping of therail B within the sockéts.
To adjust the guard a hole is bored in each
30 sideof the casing D at a suitable height above
the sill and outside the sash, whereby the rais-
ing and lowering of the same shall not be in-
terfered with by the device. One of the set-
screws is tightened and the pin ¢.at that end

. 35 inserted into the proper hole. The other bar.
isthen slid sidewise along. the rail until the |

pin projecting from it enters the opposite hole,
when the second set-screw is likewise tight-
ened. The length of ‘the braces C should be
40 such that their lower ends will rest against
the outside of the casing when the bars A are
horizontal. It is.well, also, to  provide them
with feet by bending their lower ends, as in-
dicated in the drawing. ' : ,
45 In order to have my apparatus aslight and
_as strong as possible, I prefer to construct the
‘bars A and the rail B of iron tubing, and I rec-

ommend ‘one-inch gas-pipe for -the purpose.

They may, however, be made solid, and any
o other suitable material may be used instead.
Tt will be seen that the: construction of my

guard is one calculated to give the highest
possible degree of firmness. . Once in position

it is‘ineapable of becoming undesignedly de-
tached, and all outward pressure is resisted 55
by the pins ¢ and all ‘downward pressure by
the braces.C.

One of the most important features of this
guard ‘is, that it is attached to the casing
wholly outside the sash, and thus does not in- 6o
terfere with the raising and lowering of the
same in the least.

Tor still greater safety and convenience, es-
pecially where the window-ledge is narrow, I
add the platform E, suspended to the rail B by 65
two bars, s, which hook at their npper ends over
thesaid rail,asshown,orareotherwise attached

“to the same, and at their lowerends are hinged

to the outer edge of the platform. - To prevent
this platform from slipping outward I attach 7o
two slotted metal plates, ¢, to its inner edge
and hook them upon studs «in the window-- .
sill.  Ordinarily I form these metal plates by

“continuing the iron strips to which the bars s

are hinged entirely ‘across the under side of 75
the platform and beyond the inner edge. This
has  the additional advantage of strengthen-
ing the platform.

It may be proper to suggest that while, on
the one hand; my guard may be used without 8o
the platform, the latter, on the other band,
may be used without the guard. This, how-
ever, involves a very obvious modification in
the matter of attaching the bars s, which must,
in this case, be inclined inward and connected 83
in somesuitable manner to the window-casing.

My apparatus, with or without the platform,
is well adapted for a fire-escape, owing to the
ability of the rail B to sustain a heavy weight
and the safety it affords to persons climbing go
out-at windows. Tor this reason it may, when
not in use for its ordinary purpose, be left at-
tached to a window at some. easily accessible
point, with a rope conveniently at hand, to be
attached to the rail in case of emergency, and g5
thus afford means of descent to the ground
without contact with the wall of the building.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure.
by Letters Patent, is— :

1. The combination of the bars A, pins ¢, 100
projecting from the same, as shown, whereby
they are adapted to enter holes in the window-
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casing, braces C, sockets p, rail B, and set-
serews 7, the whole being constructed and ar-
ranged to operate substantially as deseribed.

Z. In combination with a gnard consisting
of a rail sustained in position before a window
by means of bars projecting outward from the
wasing, as set forth, the platform B, resting at
itsinner edgeupon the window-sill, and secured
thereto and sustained at its outer edge by
bars s, hinged thereto at one end and connect-
ing at their other ends to the said rail, sub-
stantially as described.

3. The portable and adjustable balcony for
window - washing purposes, comprising the

224,110

bars A, pins ¢, projecting from the same, as 13
shown, whereby they are adapted to enter
oles in the casing, braces O, sockets p, rail
B, set-screws s, platform E, bars s, hinged to
the outer edge of the said platform and hook-
ing over the said rail, and slotted plates ¢, zo
projeeting from theinner edge of the said plat-
form and adapted to cateh upon studs in the
window-sill, snbstantially as deseribed.

JOHN SKIDMORE.

In presence of—
P. C. DYRENFORTH,
Epwarp D. WINSLOW.




