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2 
surface of the transparent member 3 in the 
closed position of the focal registration mem 
ber 2. 
In the present instance I choose to provide a 

space 16 in the frame 1 wherein I place the 
identifying apparatus 11, which is shown in 
detailin Figures 4, 5 and 6. For the purposes 
of description I show, this identifying mech 
anism as having three endless belts 100, 101 
and 102 upon which may be any desired series 
of symbols and which I show in this case as being of a triangul 
designs. These belts are driven in different 
directions as shown by the arrows in Figure 
4 and for this purpose I provide a train of 
gearing having a series of concentric shafts; 
that is belt 100 would be driven by shaft 105, 
gear 104 and gear 103. Similarly belt 101 
would be driven by shaft 106, gear 107 and 
gear 106. Belt 102 would be driven by shaft 
109, gear 109 and gear 108. The belts 100 
and 102 moving in the same direction and belt 
101 in the opposite direction, it is necessary 
to reverse the direction of gear 107 and this 
I do by placing an idler gear 107 between 
the gears 107 and 106 as shown in Figure 6. 
All of these gears 103,106 and 108 are affixed 
to a common shaft which in turn is rotated 
by the oscillating movement of the arm 110 
and this oscillating movement is transferred 
to the gears by a pawl and ratchet 111 and 
the arm 110 is normally held upward by the 
tension of the spring 110 so that each time 
this arm 110 is depressed the gears are actu 
ated, and when the arm 110 is released it 
resumes its upward position without affecting 
the gear mechanism. In Figures 1 and 4this 
arm 110 is shown in its upward position and 
having the roller 12 affixed to its end. Also 
on the same shaft, actuated by the arm 110, 
is a bevel gear 116 meshing with bevel pinion 
115 adapted to drive the shaft 114 which turns 
the wheels 113 through the gearing 114. 
These wheels 113 are indicating wheels which 
carry symbols and in the present instance I 
show them as indicating and accumulating 
wheels for serial numbers; that is, 999,999 
numbers in sequence could be shown on these 
wheels before a new series would have to be 
started. At 117, 118, 118, 119 and 120 are 
other indicating wheels, but these differ from 
the first wheels inasmuch as they are not au 
tomatically operated, but any one of them 
may be set at any position at the will of the 
operator to register any symbol or series of 
symbols desired. 

Close to the symbol carrying elements just 
described, I may also provide guides 125 and 
126 in which may be inserted a card carrying 
any legend such as names or numbers which 
will be photographically registered in asso 
ciation with the other symbols. 
At 200, in Figure 4, is a series of fixed sym 

bols such as the name of the machine, the 
manufacturer's serial number of that machine 

ar shape with different. 
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and a code giving the particular symbol belts 
used with the corresponding gear ratios. 
The belts 100, 101 and 102 being endless it 

is desirable to provide some means for main 
taining upon then the proper tension and 
this I do by having an idler pulley 121 affixed 
to the support 122 pivoted at 123 and adjust 
able for tension by the screw 124. When the 
desired tension has been secured, plate 122 
may be secured in position by the binding 
screw 122. 
Having described the parts of my invention 

in its preferred form, l will now explain its 
operation. 
When an object is positioned upon the 

platens 9 and the cover or focal registration 
member 2 is brought by the handle into its 
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closed or focus-coordinating position, it will 
be held there by the latch 8 entering its re 
tainer 8 and in turning down this cover it 
will contact the roller 12 on the arm 110 to 
force it downward thus automatically actu 
ating the symbol-changing device as follows: 
The pawl and ratchet 111 being in engage 
ment, the gears 103, 106 and 108 will rotate 
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a short distance to move the belts 100, 101 
and 102 in their respective directions and 
the symbols on these belts will then assume 
a combination for the particular reproduc 
tion to be made. Also, the wheels 113 will 
be rotated through the bevel gear and pinion 
116 and 115 to show the proper serial num 
ber. The wheels to the left of wheels 113 
Will not move but will present the symbols 
determined upon in advance by the operator. 
In the present instance the PW might stand 
for Perkins against Walker, and the 12 rep 
resent that this reproduction was of the 12th 
paper in the case. The card placed in the 
guides 125 and 126 would give the operator's 
name and the date upon which he was oper 
ating the machine. Therefore, with the ap 
paratus set as shown, there would be a defi 
nite symbol combination on the belts 100,101 
and 102, identifying code at 200 for the par 
ticular machine and belts used, the serial 
number of the copy at 113, the matter to 
which the reproduction relates shown at 117 
and 118 and the place of the document in 
that matter at 119 and 120 and the operator's 
name and the date on the card 125. 

So, it will be seen that there is a positive 
and unalterable identification with each 
photographic reproduction made which re 
lates to so many associated facts and circum 
stances as to make that identification abso 
lute. 
As soon as one operation is complete, the 

cover 2 is raised for the insertion of a new 
object and the arm 110 with its roller 12 will 
rise and remain upward until the cover is 
again lowered, when the arm 110 is depressed 
the gears are again rotated a predetermined 
amount and there will be a new combination 
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of symbols on the belts and a new serial num 
ber on the wheels 113. & 
This change of symbol combination and 

Serial number will continue for each object 
inserted in the machine, and it will be seen 
that such operation is entirely independent 
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of the will of the operator, for while the arm 
110 might be conceivably actuated by him, 
the movement of the belts 100, 101 and 102 is 
relatively small and the number of possible 
combinations innumerable, so that it would 
be impossible for any operator to secure the 
same symbol combination with the same ser 
ial number on any two documents. While 
I illustrate the method of driving the belts 
by means of friction contact for the sake 
Epsity in the drawings, I do not limit mysel 
by sprocket wheels or other means in place of 
the friction drums on shafts 105, 106A and 
109 and a suitable convevor belt with linked 
sections bearing the symbols on their faces, 
would be equally capable of accomplishing 
the same purpose. 
From the foregoing it will be clear that I provide a positive identification for the 

photographic reproduction of objects, and 
that my invention is adaptable to a very wide 
field of use beyond what I have described, 
and I desire to bring within the scope of my 
claims all such adaptions and changes. . 
I claim: 
1. In a device of the kind described, means for holding objects in a given photographic 

field, means carrying a plurality of identify 
ing symbols associated therewith, and means 
actuated by said first-mentioned means for 
bringing various combinations of said sym 
bols into said photographic field. 

2. In a device of the kind described, a trans 
parent member defining a photographic field, 
resilient means for holding objects of varia 
ble thickness against and in substantially the 
same focal plane with said member, means carrying a plurality of identifying symbols 
associated with said member, and means ac 
tuated by said member for bringing various 
combinations of said symbols into said pho 
tographic field. 

3. In a device of the kind described, the 
combination of a frame, a hinged transparent 
member mounted thereon and defining a pho 
tographic field, a plurality of resilient sup 
porting means slidably mounted in the frame 
and spaced from one another, identifying 
means comprising a plurality of symbols car 
ried by said frame, and means actuable on 
movement of said hinged member for bring 
ing various combinations of said symbols into 
said photographic field. 

4. In a device of the class described, in 
combination, means adapted to receive and 
hold an object to be copied, means associated 
therewith and adapted to expose an identify 
ing symbol adjacent said object, and means 

to such a method, as a positive drive 
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actuated by movement of said object-holding 
means for automatically changing the symbol 
prior to each exposure. 

5. In a device of the class described, in 
combination, means adapted to receive an ob 
ject to be copied and hold it in a given pho 
tographic field, means associated therewith 
for displaying identifying symbols in said 
field, and means automatically operative to 
prevent repetition of said symbols when said 
object-holding means is moved to receive a 
different object. 

6. In a device of the class described, in com 
bination, means adapted to receive an object 
to be copied and hold it in a given photo 
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graphic field, means associated therewith for 
displaying identifying symbols in said field, 
and automatic means for insuring a change of 
said symbols when said object-holding means 
is moved to change the object. 

7. In a device of the class described, in 
combination, means adapted to receive an ob 
ject to be copied and hold it in a given pho 
tographic field, means associated therewith 
for displaying identifying symbols in said 
field, and automatic means for changing said 
symbols when said object-holding means is 
moved to change the object. 

8. In a device of the class described, in com 
bination, means adapted to receive an object 
to be copied and hold it in a given photo 
graphic field, means associated therewith for 
automatically displaying a change of identi 
fying symbols in said field according to a pre 
determined progression, means for mechani 
cally actuating said latter means in coinci 
dence with the positioning of successive docu 
ments to be copied, and means displaying 
symbols in said field adapted to impart a com 
mon identification mark upon all copies made 
with said device. 

9. In a device of the kind described, in com 
bination, means for receiving an object to be 
copied and holding it in a given photographic 
field, means for displaying various identify 
ing symbols in said field, and means operable 
by said object-holding means when moved to 
receive a different object for changing the 
symbols to form different combinations inde 
pendent of control by the operator. 

10. In a device of the kind described, in 
combination, supporting means for an object 
to be copied, means for holding said object 
thereon in a given photographic field; means for displaying various identifying symbols 
in said field comprising a plurality of longi 
tudinally movable elements adapted to move 
with respect to each other to form combina 
tions of symbols, means to drive said elements 
at predetermined speeds and in predeter 
mined directions, and oscillating means actu 
able on movement of said holding means to 
object-holding position to actuate said driv 
ling means. 

11. In an object-holding device for the 
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photographic copying of objects having a flat 
surface, as documents, coins, textiles, X-ray 
films and the like, in combination, a fixed 
reference frame enclosing a flat surfaced 
identifying means, a depressible platen 
adapted to support a flat surfaced object, a 
coapting transparent member adapted to co 
apt by its surface with said identifying means 
and said object so as to bring them both into a 
fixed and predetermined focal plane at said 
surface, means connecting said identifying 
means and said coapting member to produce 
reciprocal action of said means by the act of 
coapting said member to said object, means 
for separating said coapting member from 
said identifying means and from said platen 
to interpose or remove said object. 

12. In an object-holding device for the 
photographic copying of objects having a flat 
surface, as documents, coins, textiles, X-ray 
films and the like, in combination, a refer 
ence frame and identifying means present 
ing to view on its face and within said ref 
erence frame a plurality of movable ele 
ments having identifying symbols thereon, 
an object-holding means associated with said 
frame, means for positioning said face of the 
identifying means and the surface of an ob 
ject to be copied in the same photographic 
plane and field, means connecting said identi 
fying means and said object-supporting 
means and responsive to movement of said 
positioning means for producing relative 
movement between the symbol-carrying ele 
ments of said identifying means. 

13. In a device for identification of objects 
by photography, in combination, a reference 
frame in the field and plane to be photo 
graphed bearing reference marks of a perma 
nent character, movable means adapted to 
expose identifying combinations of change 
able symbols adjacent to an object within 
said reference frame, and means for auto 
matically changing the combination of said 
symbols prior to each positioning of an object 
for photographic exposure. 

14. In an object-holding device for the 
photographic copying of objects having a flat 
surface, as documents, coins, textiles, X-ray 
films and the like, in combination, a movable 
photographic-plane-positioning member and an object-coapting member, an identifying 
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means, adapted to step-by-step motion, an 
actuating member adapted to impart move 
ment to said identifying means and to be 
actuated by coaptive operation of said mov 
able photographic-plane-positioning mem 
ber with said object-coapting member. 

15. In a device of the kind described, in 
combination, a reference frame bearing 
identifying indicia for automatically record 
ing the identity of said device upon all photo 
graphic copies made in conjunction with said 
device, means for distinctively identifying 
said copies one from another by a non-dupli 

1,885,840 
cating system of perpetually differential nota 
tion, and means for photographically mark 
ing said copies with additional indicia under 
control of the operator of the apparatus. 

16. In a device of the kind described, in 
combination, a reference frame bearing dis 
tinctive indicia for recording the identity 

O 

of said individual device upon all photo- . 
graphic copies made in conjunction with said 
device, means for distinctively and auto 
matically identifying all copies one from 75 

another when made by separate operations 
of said device, by action of a non-duplicating 
system of positively differential symbol nota 
tion in unlimited progressive series, addi 
tional automatic means for quick classifica 
tion of said copies by, an ordinary limited 
numbering system associated with said non 
duplicating system and cooperating there 
with, and means for photographically mark 
ing said copies with furtherindicia at the will 
of the operator. 

In testimony whereof, I have signed my 
name to this specification this 3rd day of 
April, 1925. 

HENRY S. SATTERLEE. 
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