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Description
[TECHNICAL FIELD]

[0001] The present invention relates to a process car-
tridge according to claim 1 and an electrophotographic
image forming apparatus which uses the same.

[0002] Here, the electrophotographic image forming
apparatus forms an image on a recording material using
an electrophotographic type process. The examples of
the electrophotographic image forming apparatus in-
clude an electrophotographic copying machine, an elec-
trophotographic printer (for example, laser beam printer,
LED printer, and so on), a facsimile device, and a word
processor.

[0003] The process cartridge is a cartridge which com-
prises at least developing means and an electrophoto-
graphic photosensitive drum in the cartridge integrally,
and it is detachably mountable to the main assembly of
the electrophotographic image forming apparatus.

[BACKGROUND ART]

[0004] Heretofore, the photosensitive drum and the
process means actable on the said photosensitive drum
are integrally unified into a cartridge in the electrophoto-
graphic image forming apparatus using the electropho-
tographic image forming process. The process cartridge
type in which this cartridge is detachably mountable to
the main assembly of the electrophotographic image
forming apparatus, is employed. In this process cartridge
type, the maintenance operation of the apparatus can be
performed without depending on a service person, and
therefore, the operativity can be remarkably and can be
improved. Therefore, this process cartridge type is used
widely in the electrophotographic image forming appa-
ratus.

[0005] Light corresponding to the image information,
such as the laser, LED, or the lamp, is projected onto the
photosensitive drum in the electrophotographic image
forming apparatus. By doing so, an electrostatic latent
image is formed on the photosensitive drum. This elec-
trostatic latent image is developed by a developing de-
vice. The developed image formed on the photosensitive
drum is transferred onto a recording material. By doing
so, the image is formed on the recording material.
[0006] JP 2001-255806A discloses the color electro-
photographic image forming apparatus of the inline type
in which a plurality of process cartridges are put in order
by the one array. The process cartridge 40 has a drum
unit 41 which includes a photosensitive drum 44, and a
developing unit 42 which includes a developing roller 68,
and they are rotatably connected relative to each other
by a pin 43. The photosensitive drum 44 is provided with
a cartridge coupling 60 on an axial end of the photosen-
sitivedrum 44. When the process cartridge 40 is mounted
to the main assembly of the apparatus, a cartridge cou-
pling 60 engages with a main assembly coupling 61 pro-
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vided in the main assembly of the apparatus, so that the
driving force is transmitted. A driving force is transmitted
to the developing roller 68 through the idler gears 65 and
66 from the input gear 64 as the development driving
force transmission member provided on the pin 43 of the
developing unit 42. When the process cartridge 40 is
mounted to the main assembly of the apparatus The input
gear 64 is engaged with the gear 67 provided in the main
assembly of the apparatus, and the engagement to re-
ceive the driving force., More particularly, the drive trans-
missions to the photosensitive drum 44 and to the devel-
oping roller 68 from the main assembly of the apparatus
are carried out independently from each other.

[0007] However, recently, further downsizing and im-
age quality improvement of the process cartridge and the
electrophotographic image forming apparatus are de-
sired. The input gear is provided on the swing center
which does not change in the position even if the devel-
oping unit swings in the conventional example. For this
reason, the developing roller requires a space in order
to receive the driving force from the input gear through
the idler gear of the process cartridge. The rotational ac-
curacy of the developing roller is influenced by the en-
gagement among the input gear, the idler gear, and the
main assembly gear.

[0008] A generic process cartridge having the features
ofthe preamble of claim 1 is known from US 6 285 847 B1.
[0009] A further prior art process cartridge is known
from GB 2 141 520 A.

[DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION]

[0010] The presentinvention further develops the prior
art structures mentioned above.

[0011] Thus, it is an object of the present invention to
provide an easily mountable process cartridge with sep-
arate drives for the electrophotographic photosensitive
drum and the developing roller.

[0012] This object is achieved by a process cartridge
having the features of claim 1. Advantageous further de-
velopments are set out in the dependent claims. An elec-
trophotographic image forming apparatus comprising
such a process cartridge is defined in claim 13.

[0013] The present invention provides a process car-
tridge and a small size electrophotographic image form-
ing apparatus wherein a rotational driving force is directly
inputted to the developing roller through the shaft cou-
pling member from the main assembly of the apparatus
independently from the driving input to the photosensitive
drum.

[0014] According to the present invention a process
cartridge and an image forming apparatus are provided
wherein the rotational accuracy of the developing roller
is improved, so that the image quality is improved.
[0015] The object as well as features, and advantages
of the present invention will become more apparent upon
consideration of the following description of the preferred
embodiments of the present invention, taken in conjunc-
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tion with the accompanying drawings.
[BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS]
[0016]

Figure 1 is a general arrangement of a color electro-
photographic image forming apparatus according to
an embodiment 1 of the present invention.

Figure 2 is a sectional view of a process cartridge
according to Embodiment 1.

Figure 3 is the perspective view of an outer appear-
ance of the process cartridge according to Embodi-
ment 1.

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a developing unit
according to Embodiment 1.

Figure 5 illustrates a mounting operation relative to
a main assembly of the image forming apparatus of
the process cartridge according to Embodiment 1.
Figure 6 is a perspective view in the state where the
process cartridge according to Embodiment 1 is po-
sitioned in the main assembly of the image forming
apparatus.

Figure 7 illustrates a supporting structure for a de-
veloping roller according to Embodiment 1.

Figure 8 is an exploded view of a shaft coupling mem-
ber according to Embodiment 1.

Figure 9 is a sectional view of the shaft coupling
member according to Embodiment 1.

Figure 10 is a perspective view of the shaft coupling
member of a developing unit according to Embodi-
ment 1.

Figure 11 is a perspective view which illustrates a
first main assembly drive transmission member and
asecond main assembly drive transmission member
of the image forming apparatus according to Embod-
iment 1.

Figure 12 is a side view which illustrates an operation
of the shaft coupling member before the mounting
of the process cartridge according to Embodiment 1.
Figure 13 is a schematicillustration which illustrates
the operation of the shaft coupling member before
the mounting of the process cartridge according to
Embodiment 1.

Figure 14 is a side view which illustrates the opera-
tion of the shaft coupling member after the mounting
of the process cartridge according to Embodiment 1.
Figure 15 is a schematicillustration which illustrates
the operation of the shaft coupling member after the
mounting of the process cartridge according to Em-
bodiment 1.

Figure 16 is a side view which illustrates the posi-
tioning for the shaft coupling member according to
Embodiment 2.

Figure 17 is a perspective view which illustrates the
shaft coupling member according to Embodiment 3.
Figure 18 illustrates an operation of the shaft cou-
pling member according to Embodiment 3.
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Figure 19 illustrates an operation of the shaft cou-
pling member according to Embodiment 4.
Figure 20 illustrates an operation of the shaft cou-
pling member according to Embodiment 4.

[BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION]

[0017] The preferred embodiments of the present in-
vention will be described in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings.

Embodiment 1

[0018] Referring to Figure 1 - Figure 15, the process
cartridge and the electrophotographic image forming ap-
paratus according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention will be described.

[0019] Figure 1 illustrates a general arrangement of
the color electrophotographic image forming apparatus
according to this embodiment.

(General arrangement of image forming apparatus)

[0020] Figure 1 shows a general arrangement of an
electrophotographic image forming apparatus (hereinaf-
ter, image forming apparatus) 100. As shown in Figure
1, four detachably mountable process cartridges 7 (7a,
7b, 7c¢, 7d) are mounted by mounting members (un-
shown). In Figure 1, the process cartridges 7 are inclined
relative to the horizontal direction in the main assembly
of the apparatus 100.

[0021] Each process cartridge 7 has an electrophoto-
graphic photosensitive member drum (hereinafter, pho-
tosensitive drum) 1 (1a, 1b, 1c, 1d). Around the photo-
sensitive drum 1 of the process cartridge 7, there are
provided process means, such as a charging roller 2 (2a,
2b, 2¢, 2d), a developing roller 25 (25a, 25b, 25c¢, 25d),
and a cleaning member 6 (6a, 6b, 6¢, 6d), are provided
integrally. The charging roller 2 has a function of charging
charges the surface of the photosensitive drum 1 uni-
formly. The developing roller 25 has a function of devel-
oping, with the toner, a latent image formed on the pho-
tosensitive drum 1 into a visualized image. The cleaning
member 6 removes the toner which remains on the pho-
tosensitive drum 1, after the developer image formed on
the photosensitive drum 1 is transferred onto a recording
material.

[0022] A scanner unit 3 for forming the latent image on
the photosensitive drum 1 by exposing the photosensitive
drum 1 selectively on the basis of the image information,
is provided in a lower part of the process cartridge 7.
[0023] A cassette 17 which contains the recording ma-
terials S is provided in a lower position of the main as-
sembly 100A of the apparatus. Arecording material feed-
ing means is provided so that the recording material S
passes through a secondary transferroller 70 portion and
a fixing portion 74 portion to the upper portion of appa-
ratus main assembly A. In the detalil, it comprises a feed-
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ing roller 54 for carrying out the separation and feeding
of the recording materials S from the cassette 17 one by
one. It further comprises a conveying roller pair 76 for
feeding the fed recording material S, and a resist roller
pair 55 for synchronizing latent image formed on the pho-
tosensitive drum 1 with the recording material S. In an
upper part of the process cartridge 7 (7a, 7b, 7c, 7d), an
intermediary transfer unit 5 as the intermediary transfer
means for transferring the toner images formed on the
photosensitive drums 1 (1a, 1b, 1c, 1d), is provided. The
intermediary transfer unit 5 comprises a driving roller 56
and a follower roller 57. It further comprises a primary
transfer rollers 58 (58a, 58b, 58c, 58d) provided in the
position opposed to the photosensitive drum 1 for each
color, and an opposing rollers 59 opposed to a secondary
transfer rollers 70, respectively. A transfer belt 9 is ex-
tended around the rollers. The circulative movement of
the transfer belt 9 is carried out contacting to all the pho-
tosensitive drums 1. By applying a voltage to the primary
transfer rollers 58 (58a, 58b, 58¢, 58d), the toner images
are transferred primarily onto the transfer belt 9 from the
photosensitive drums 1. The voltage is applied between
the opposition 59 rollers disposed in the transfer belt 9,
and the secondary transfer rollers 70 to transfer the toner
image from the transfer belt 9 onto the recording material
S.

[0024] Each photosensitive drum 1 is rotated in the im-
age forming operation and the drum 1 is charged uni-
formly by the charging roller 2. Subsequently, the photo-
sensitive drum 1 is selectively exposed with the scanner
unit3. By doing so, an electrostatic latent image is formed
on the photosensitive drum 1. The latent image is devel-
oped by the developing roller 25. This forms the color
developer image on each photosensitive drum 1. In syn-
chronism with this image formation, a resist roller pair 55
feeds the recording material S to the secondary transfer
position where the opposing roller 59 and the secondary
transferroller 70 are opposed to each other with the trans-
fer belt 9 therebetween. An image transfer bias voltage
is applied to the secondary transfer roller 70 to transfer
the secondary color developer images on the transfer
belt onto the recording material S. By doing so, a color
image is formed on the recording material S. The record-
ing material S which has the formed colorimage is heated
and pressed by the fixing portion 74, so thatthe developer
image is fixed. Thereafter, the recording material S is
discharged to the discharging portion 75 by the discharg-
ingroller 72. The fixing portion 74 is disposed in the upper
position of Main assembly of the apparatus A.

(Process cartridge)

[0025] Referring to Figure 2 - Figure 4, the process
cartridge 7 of this embodiment will be described. Figure
2 is a major section of the process cartridge 7 which con-
tains the developer (hereinafter, toner). A cartridge 7
which contains the toner of the yellow color, a cartridge
7b which contains the toner of a magenta color, a car-
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tridge 7c which contains the toner of the cyan color, and
a cartridge 7d which contains the toner of the black color,
have the same structures.

[0026] Each process cartridge 7 (7a, 7b, 7c, 7d) in-
cludes adrum unit26 (26a, 26b, 26¢, 26d) as afirstframe,
and a developing unit 4 (4a, 4b, 4c, 4d) as a second
frame. The drum unit 26 is provided with the photosen-
sitive drum 1 (1a, 1b, 1c, 1d), and the charging roller 2
(2a, 2b, 2¢, 2d) and the cleaning member 6 (6a, 6b, 6¢,
6d). And, the developing unit 4 is provided with a devel-
oping roller 25.

[0027] The drum unit 26 includes a cleaning frame 27
and the photosensitive drum 1 is rotatably mounted to it
through a drum-front bearing 10 and a drum-rear bearing
11 (Figure 3). The end of the photosensitive drum 1 is
provided with the drum coupling 16 and the flange 85.
[0028] Around the photosensitive drum 1, as men-
tioned above, the charging roller 2 and the cleaning mem-
ber 6 are disposed. The residual toner removed by the
cleaning member 6 from the photosensitive drum 1 sur-
face is let fall in a removed toner chamber 27a. A driving
force is transmitted to the drum unit 26 from a main as-
sembly driving motor (unshown) as a driving source, so
that the photosensitive drum 1 is rotated correspondingly
to the image forming operation process. The charging
roller 2 is rotatably mounted to the cleaning frame 27
through the charging roller bearings 28. And, itis pressed
by a charging roller pressing member 46 toward the pho-
tosensitive drum 1, by which it is rotated by the photo-
sensitive drum 1.

[0029] The developing unit 4 comprises a developing
roller 25 which contacts with the photosensitive drum 1
and isrotated inthe direction of arrow B, and a developing
device frame 31 for supporting the developing roller 25.
The developing roller 25 is rotatably supported on the
developing device frame 31 through a developing-de-
vice-front bearing 12 and a developing-device-rear bear-
ing 13 which are mounted to the respective sides of the
developing device frame 31 (Figure 4). A toner supplying
roller 34 rotates in the direction of arrow C, contacting to
the outer periphery of the developing roller 25. A devel-
oping blade 35 regulates the toner layer thereon, con-
tacting to the outer periphery of the developing roller 25.
In the toner accommodating portion 31a of the develop-
ing device frame 31, the toner feeding member 36 for
agitating the contained toner and for feeding the toner to
the toner supplying roller 34 is provided.

[0030] Figure 3 is an outer appearance perspective
view of the process cartridge 7. The developing unit 4 is
rotatably mounted to the drum unit 26. A front supporting
pin 14 and arear supporting pin 15 which are press-fitted
in the cleaning frame 27 are engaged into the hanging
holes 12aand 13a of the developing-device-front bearing
12 and the developing-device-rear bearing 13. By doing
so, the developing unit 4 is rotatably supported about the
axis of the supporting pins 14 and 15 to the cleaning
frame 27 (Figure 2). The cleaning frame 27 is provided
with a drum-front bearing 10 and a drum-rear bearing 11
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for supporting the photosensitive drum 1 rotatably. The
drum-rear bearing 11 supports a drum coupling 16 con-
nected with the photosensitive drum 1. The drum-front
bearing 10 supports the flange 85. The drum coupling 16
transmits the rotational driving force (first rotational driv-
ing force) to the photosensitive drum 1 from the main
assembly 100A of the apparatus.

[0031] Thedeveloping unit4 showninFigure4 isurged
to the drum unit 26 by a pressing spring 38 provided in
the developing device frame 31, and a tension spring
(unshown) provided in the developing-device-front bear-
ing 12 during the image formation of the process cartridge
7. The developing roller 25 is revolved by the pressing
springs 38 and the tension spring 39 about the holes 12a
and 13a of the developing-device-front bearing 12 and
the developing-device-rear bearing 13, so that it is con-
tacted to the photosensitive drum 1.

[0032] In a contact type developing system which ef-
fects the development with the contact between the pho-
tosensitive drum 1 and the developing roller 25, it is de-
sirable that the photosensitive drum 1 is a rigid member
and the developing roller 25 is an elastic member. This
elastic member may be a solid rubber monolayer, and it
may have the solid rubber layer and aresin material coat-
ing thereon in consideration of the charging application
property to the toner.

[0033] Theimage formingoperation ofthe process car-
tridge 7 will be described (Figure 1 and Figure 2). When
the image information is supplied to the image forming
apparatus 100, the main assembly driving motor (un-
shown) starts the rotation and the rotationaldriving forces
is transmitted to the photosensitive drum 1, to the devel-
oping roller 25, to the toner supplying roller 34, and to
the toner feeding member 36. The charging bias voltage
is applied to the charging roller 2 from the main assembly
100A of the apparatus to charge electrically the surface
of the photosensitive drum 1 uniformly. Corresponding
to the image information, the exposure is effected by the
scanner unit 3, so that a latent image is formed on the
photosensitive drum 1.

[0034] The toner in the toner accommodating portion
31a is fed by the rotation of the toner feeding member
36 to the toner supplying roller 34. The toner supplying
roller 34 rotates to supply the toner to the outer periphery
of the rotating developing roller 25. The supplied toner
is triboelectrically charged by the developing blade 35 on
the outer periphery of the developing roller 25. The de-
veloping bias voltage is applied to the developing roller
25 from the voltage source portion (unshown) provided
in the image forming apparatus 100. By doing so, the
electrostatic latent image formed on the photosensitive
drum 1 is developed. Here, the developing roller 25 is
provided opposed to the photosensitive drum 1. The de-
velopingroller 25 is contacted to the photosensitive drum
1 and develops the electrostatic latent image formed on
the photosensitive drum 1.
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(Mechanism for mounting process cartridge to main as-
sembly of image forming apparatus)

[0035] ReferringtoFigure5,the mounting mechanism,
according to this embodiment, for mounting the process
cartridge 7 in the apparatus main assembly 100A will be
described.

[0036] InFigure5, (a)illustrates a state before the set-
ting, in the apparatus main assembly 100A, of the proc-
ess cartridge 7. In the state of (a), the process cartridge
7 is mounted in the direction of arrow E through an open-
ing 82a provided in a front side plate 82 of the apparatus
main assembly 100A. In that case, a guide portion 27b
integrally provided in the cleaning frame 27 of the process
cartridge 7 is guided on a main assembly guide member
81 provided in the main assembly 100A of the apparatus.
The main assembly guide member 81 is the mounting
member for mounting the process cartridge 7 dismount-
ably.

[0037] In Figure 5, (b) illustrates the state where the
mounting of the process cartridge 7 to the apparatus main
assembly 100A is completing. The guiding member 81
provided in the main assembly 100A of the apparatus is
provided with an inclined portion 81a inclined upwardly
toward downstream with respect to the mounting direc-
tion. The cleaning frame 27 is provided with adownwardly
inclined portion 27¢ in an upstream end with respect to
the mounting direction. When the process cartridge 7 is
mounted to the apparatus main assembly 100A, the
guide portion 27b of the cleaning frame 27 rides on the
inclined portion 81a, and the inclined portion 27¢ rides
on the main assembly guide portion 81. By doing so, the
process cartridge 7 is displaced toward the intermediary
transfer unit 5 (upwardly).

[0038] In Figure 5, (c) illustrates the state where the
process cartridge is mounted to the main assembly 100A
of the apparatus. When the mounting operation of the
process cartridge 7 is further continued in after the proc-
ess cartridge 7 moves toward the intermediary transfer
unit 5, the abutting portion 27d provided integrally on the
cleaning frame 27 contacts to a rear side plate 83 of the
apparatus main assembly 100A. By doing ,so, the mount-
ing of the process cartridge 7 to the image forming ap-
paratus 100 completes.

[0039] In this state, a portion-to-be-urged 11a of the
drum-rear bearing 11 contacts with the back pressed
member 91 provided in the rear side plate 83, so that it
is upwardly pushed by the pressing spring 92. And, the
cartridge positioning portion 11b provided in the upper
position of the drum-rear bearing 11 contacts to the abut-
ting portion 83a, which functions as the main assembly
positioning portion, of the rear side plate 83, by which
the process cartridge 7 is positioned relative to the ap-
paratus main assembly 100A in the rear side.

[0040] In addition, a portion-to-be-pulled 10a of the
drum-front bearing 10 engages with the pulling member
93 provided in a front side plate 82. The pulling member
93 is upwardly raised by a tension spring 94 provided on
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the front side plate 82, and by doing so, the portion-to-
be-pulled 10a is also upwardly raised. And, an abutting
portion 10b which is cartridge positioning portion for the
drum-front bearing 10 contacts to a positioning portion
82b which is the main assembly positioning portion of
the main assembly front side plate 82, so that the process
cartridge 7 is positioned relative to the apparatus main
assembly 100A in the front side.

[0041] As shown in Figure 6, the abutting portion 83a
substantially has V configuration, and contacts to the po-
sitioning surface 11b of the drum-rear bearing 11. The
drum-front bearing 10 is pulled in the direction of Arrow
P by the locking with the portion-to-be-pulled 10a of the
drum-front bearing 10 of the pulling member 93 provided
in the front side plate 82. Relating to positioning, it is
contacted to the drum positioning portion 82b which is
provided in the front side plate 82 and which has a sub-
stantially V configuration, similarly to the case of the
drum-rear bearing 11. The pressure required for the po-
sitioning, relative to the main assembly 100A of the ap-
paratus, of the drum-front bearing 10 and the drum-rear
bearing 11, is applied in the direction of Arrows P and R.
Therefore, the process cartridge 7 is positioned, namely
the drum-front bearing 10 and the drum-rear bearing 11
which support the photosensitive drum 1 rotatably can
be correctly positioned relative to the main assembly
100A of the apparatus. In addition, the cleaning frame
27 is provided with a boss 27g which functions as a ro-
tation stopper for the process cartridge 7 on the side sur-
face, and the boss 27g engages with the rotation stopper
receptor member 51 provided in the apparatus main as-
sembly 100A. By doing so, the rotation in the apparatus
main assembly 100A of the process cartridge 7 is pre-
vented. For easy understanding of the description, the
driving side engaging portion 23 is omitted in Figure 6.

(Structures of developing roller supporting portion and
developing drive force input portion in process cartridge)

[0042] Referringto Figure 7 -Figure 11, the description
will be made about the supporting structure for the struc-
ture of the developing drive force input portion, and the
developing roller 25 in the process cartridge 7 of this em-
bodiment. Figure 7 illustrates one longitudinal end side
(rear side) of the supporting portion of the developing
roller 25. In Figure 7, the developing roller shaft 25j of
the developing roller 25 is rotatably engaged with the
inner surface of the developing-device-rear bearing 13.
Between the rubber roller portion 25g of the developing
roller 25 and the developing-device-rear bearing 13, a
regulation roller 47 for regulating the degree of contact,
to the photosensitive drum 1, of the developing roller 25
engages with the developing roller shaft 25j rotatably.
Heretofore, the supporting structure by the side of the
one longitudinal end of the developing roller 25 is de-
scribed, but the bearing portion is similarly provided to
the bearing member integrally at the other end side in
the longitudinal direction to support the other end side of
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the developing roller shaft 25j rotatably.

[0043] In this embodiment, an Oldham coupling 20
which is a shaft coupling member is used as the devel-
oping drive force input portion. Referring to Figure 8 and
Figure 9, the structure of the Oldham coupling 20 will be
described. For easy understanding of the Oldham cou-
pling 20, the developing-device-rear bearing 13 is omit-
ted, here.

[0044] As shown in Figure 8, the Oldham coupling 20
comprises a driven side engaging portion 21, an inter-
mediary engaging portion 22, and a driving side engaging
portion 23.

[0045] The driven side engaging portion 21 is fixed to
the end of the developing roller shaft 25j. As for the fixing
method, the spring pin and the parallel pin can be used.
In addition, as shown in Figure 8, in an alternative struc-
ture, the cut portion 25c¢ is provided on a peripheral sur-
face of the developing roller shaft 25j, and a hole provided
in the driven side engaging portion 21 is provided with
the complementary configuration. A shaft portion 23b of
the driving side engaging portion 23 is rotatably retained
in the hole 19a of an engaging portion bearing member
19. The driving side engaging portion 23 is provided in-
tegrally with the projections 23c1 to 23c4 engageable
with a main assembly development coupling 53(Figure
11) which is a second main assembly drive transmission
member of the main assembly 100A of the apparatus,
as will be described hereinafter. This Oldham coupling
20 transmits the rotational driving force (second rotation-
al driving force) from the main assembly 100A of the ap-
paratus to the developing roller 25, permitting the devi-
ation between the axis of the main assembly develop-
ment coupling 53 and the axis of the developing roller 25.
[0046] Referring to sectional view of Figure 9, the Old-
ham coupling 20 will be described in more detail. Figure
9 (a) is the sectional view taken along the surface per-
pendicular to the direction of arrow H of Figure 18 and
Figure 9 (b) is the sectional view taken along the surface
perpendicular to the direction of arrow | in Figure 8.
[0047] Thedriven side engaging portion 21 is provided
integrally with arib 21aas shown in Figure 9 (a). Agroove
22a is formed on the intermediary engaging portion 22,
and the rib 21a and the groove 22a are engaged with
each other in Figure 8 for movement in the direction of
arrow H.

[0048] Thedriving side engaging portion 23 is provided
integrally with arib 23a as shown in Figure 9 (b). Agroove
22b is formed in the intermediary engaging portion 22,
and the rib 23a and the groove 22b are engaged with
each other for the movement in the direction of arrow |
in Figure 8.

[0049] Figure 10illustratesthe structure ofthe coupling
provided in the process cartridge 7. The projections
23¢1-23c3 projected toward the axial direction are
formed in the end surface of the driving side engaging
portion 23 of the Oldham coupling 20 mounted to the
developing unit 4. A centering boss 23c¢4 for alignment
(rotation axis) relative to the main assembly development
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coupling 53 projects in the direction of the axis from the
end surface of the driving side engaging portion 23. The
one end side of the axial direction of the photosensitive
drum 1 is provided with a drum coupling 16 of a triangular
prism configuration. A guide portion 19b of the engaging
portion bearing member 19 is guided by the groove 48a
of a side cover 48 fixed by an unshown screw and so on
to the developing unit 4, for movement in the direction
crossing with the axial direction of the developing roller
25. In other words, the driving side engaging portion 23
is movable in the direction crossing with the developing
unit 4.

[0050] Figure 11 illustrates the structure of the coupling
provided in the main assembly 100A of the apparatus.
As shown in Figure 11, the drum drive coupling 66 which
is the first main assembly drive transmission member for
transmitting the driving force of the main assembly 100A
of the apparatus to the photosensitive drum 1 is provided
with a hole 66a which has the section of substantially
triangular shape. The main assembly development cou-
pling 53 which is the second main assembly drive trans-
mission member for transmitting the rotational driving
force (second rotational driving force) to the developing
roller 25 from the main assembly 100A of the apparatus,
is provided with holes 53a-53¢. The drum drive coupling
66 is urged by a pressing member 77, such as the com-
pression spring, toward the process cartridge 7. The
drum drive coupling 66 is movable in the axial direction
of the photosensitive drum. When the phase deviation
occurs between the drum coupling 16 and the hole 66a
of the drum drive coupling 66 at the time of the mounting,
to the main assembly 100A of the apparatus, of the proc-
ess cartridge 7, the drum drive coupling 66 is pushed and
retracted by the drum coupling 16. However, the drum
coupling 16 and the hole 66a are brought into engage-
ment with each other by the drum drive coupling 66 ro-
tating, so that the rotational driving force is transmitted
to the photosensitive drum 1.

[0051] The main assembly development coupling 53
is urged by a pressing member 73, such as a compres-
sionspring, toward the process cartridge 7 inthe direction
parallel with the axial direction of the photosensitive drum
1. However, the main assembly development coupling
53 is mounted to the main assembly 100A of the appa-
ratus without play with respect to the direction crossing
with the axial direction. In other words, the main assembly
development coupling 53 is movable only in the axial
direction except during the rotation for the drive trans-
mission.

[0052] When the driving side engaging portion 23 and
the main assembly development coupling 53 engage with
each other by the entrance in the main assembly 100A
of the apparatus of the process cartridge 7, a phase de-
viation may occur between the projections 23¢1 to 23¢3
and the holes 53a-53c. In this case, the free ends of the
projections 23c1 to 23c¢3 abut at the positions other than
the holes 53a-53c, and the main assembly development
coupling 53 retracts in the axial direction against the urg-
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ing force of the pressed member 73. However, when the
main assembly development coupling 53 rotates and the
phases between projections 23c1 - 23¢c3 and the holes
53a-53c align with each other, the main assembly devel-
opment coupling 53 is advanced by the urging force of
the pressing member 73. The projections 23c1 to 23¢3
and the holes 53a-53c are brought into the engagement
with each other, so that the centering boss 23c4 which
is the engaging portion positioning portion and the center-
ing hole 53e which is transmission member positioning
portion are engaged with each other. The axis (rotation
axis) of the driving side engaging portion 23 and the main
assembly development coupling 53 are aligned. The pro-
jections 23¢1to 23c3 and the holes 53a-53c are engaged
with each other by the main assembly development cou-
pling 53 rotating, so that the rotational driving force is
transmitted to the developing roller 25.

[0053] Here, the driving force to the drum drive cou-
pling 66 and to the main assembly development coupling
53 is supplied from a motor provided in the main assem-
bly 100A of the apparatus. One motor may be provided
for each of the process cartridges, or commonly for a
plurality of the process cartridges.

(Operation of Oldham coupling at the time of develop-
ment separation-contact operation in process cartridge)

[0054] Referringto Figure 12-Figure 15, the operation
of the Oldham coupling in the process cartridge 7 of this
embodiment will be described.

[0055] Figure 12 is a side view which illustrates the
state before the process cartridge 7 is mounted to the
image forming apparatus 100 main assembly, and Figure
13 is a longitudinal sectional view thereof.

[0056] As shown in Figure 12, as mentioned above,
before the process cartridge 7 is mounted to the main
assembly 100A of the apparatus, the developing roller
25 and the photosensitive drum 1 are in abutmentto each
other. An arm portion 18a of an urging member 18 which
is a torsion coil spring provided on the side cover 48, is
in abutment to the locking portion 19¢ of the engaging
portion bearing member 19. By doing so, the driving side
engaging portion 23 is urged in the direction (the direction
of arrow Q in Figure 13) crossing with the axial direction
of the developing roller 25. Therefore, the contact portion
19d of the engaging portion bearing member 19 is con-
tacted to the contact portion 11c which is the holding
portion provided in the drum-rear bearing 11, and the
engaging portion bearing member 19 is positioned. More
particularly, the driving side engaging portion 23 is posi-
tioned in the constant position. Here, the contact portion
11c of the drum-rear bearing 11 is formed by the two
surfaces which are in parallel with the axis of the photo-
sensitive drum 1 and which constitute the shape of V.
The engaging portion bearing member 19 can be re-
tained in parallel with the axis 1c of the photosensitive
drum 1 by contacting the engaging portion bearing mem-
ber 19 to this contact portion 11c. In addition, the drum-



13 EP 2 054 777 B1 14

rear bearing 11 is provided integrally with a positioning
portion 11b. Therefore, the driving side engaging portion
23 rotatably supported by the engaging portion bearing
member 19 is positioned with high precision relative to
the rear side plate 83 of the apparatus main assembly
100A which positions the positioning portion 11b. There-
fore, it is positioned with high precision also relative to
the axis 53d of the main assembly development coupling
53 provided in the apparatus main assembly 100A. The
driving side engaging portion 23 of the Oldham coupling
20isrotatably engaged with the engaging portion bearing
member 19. For this reason, although the axis 23¢5 of
the driving side engaging portion 23 of the Oldham cou-
pling 20 is separated from the axis 25k of the developing
roller 25 by the distance d3 in this state, they are very
close to each other. More particularly, the driving side
engaging portion 23 is the positioning position, such that
the engagement with the main assembly development
coupling 53 is smooth at the time of the entrance of the
process cartridge 7 to the main assembly 100A of the
apparatus. Although the member which urges the engag-
ing portion bearing member 19 is the urging member 18
in this embodiment, the engaging portion bearing mem-
ber 19 may be provided with the elastically deformable
elastic portion, so that the engaging portion bearing
member 19 is contacted to the contact portion 11c.

[0057] The still more detailed description will be made
referring to Figure 13 here. When the driving side engag-
ing portion 23 engages with the main assembly develop-
ment coupling 53 and itrotates, the driving side engaging
portion 23 is positioned by the main assembly develop-
ment coupling 53 as will be described hereinafter. By
this, the contact portion 19b of the engaging portion bear-
ing member 19 spaces from the drum-rear bearing 11
i.e. the contact portion 11c. Therefore, when the process
cartridge 7 enters the main assembly 100A of the appa-
ratus, the axis 23c¢5 of the driving side engaging portion
23 begins the engagement in the state of being deviated
from axis 53d of the main assembly development cou-
pling 53 to the photosensitive drum 1 side by a predeter-
mined distance d3. The process cartridge further enters
from this state, by which the bevelled portion 23¢6 (Figure
10) provided in the centering boss 23c4 and 53f (Figure
11) of bevelled portions provided in the hole 53e contact
with each other, and they engage with each other, cor-
recting the axial deviation. At this time, the driving side
engaging portion 23 is positioned by the contact portion
11c with high precision relative to the main assembly
100A of the apparatus. Therefore, it is positioned with
high precisionrelative to the main assembly development
coupling 53 provided in the apparatus main assembly
100A. Therefore, there is no need of upsizing extremely
the bevelled portion 23c6 and the bevelled portion 53f,
and the driving side engaging portion 23 and the main
assembly development coupling 53 can be downsized.
As shown in Figure 15, when the main assembly devel-
opment coupling 53 rotates and the phases of the pro-
jections 23c¢1 to 23c¢3 of the driving side engaging portion
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23 and the holes 53a-53c of the main assembly devel-
opment coupling 53 align, the boss 23c4 and the hole
53e engage with each other. By this, the rotation axis
23c of the driving side engaging portion 23 and the rota-
tion axis 53d of the main assembly development coupling
53 align with each other.

[0058] Figure 14 illustrates the state where the process
cartridge is mounted to the main assembly 100A of the
apparatus. Figure 15 is a longitudinal sectional view. The
driving side engaging portion 23 of the Oldham coupling
23 in the process cartridge 7 and the main assembly de-
velopment coupling 53 of the apparatus main assembly
100A are engaged with each other in an unshown the
main assembly 100A of the apparatus. More particularly,
the driving side engaging portion 23 of the Oldham cou-
pling 20 is positioned in the main assembly development
coupling 53 by the engagement with the boss 23c4 and
the hole 53e. As shown in Figure 15, the driving side
engaging portion 23 and the main assembly development
coupling 53 are locked with each other with the gap 80
between the engaging portion bearing member 19 and
the drum-rear bearing 11. The axis 25k of the developing
roller, the axis 23c5 of the driving side engaging portion
23, and the axis 53d of the main assembly development
coupling 53 are substantially aligned. The distances from
the respective drum axis 1c are d4.

[0059] In the above described embodiment, the rota-
tional driving force is directly inputted to the developing
roller 25 through the coupling 22 from the main assembly
development coupling 53 rotated independently of the
drum drive coupling 66 for inputting the rotational driving
force to the photosensitive drum 1. Therefore, the influ-
ence of the rotation of the developing roller 25 to the
rotational accuracy of the photosensitive drum 1 is sup-
pressed, and furthermore, the rotational accuracy of the
developing roller 25 per se is improved, and therefore,
the image quality is improved.

[0060] In addition, the driving side engaging portion 23
of the Oldham coupling 20 is positioned relative to the
cartridge 7, and it is movable in the direction crossing
with the axis 25k of the developing roller 25, and there-
fore, the main assembly development coupling 53 and
the driving side engaging portion 23 can engage without
using the large guide (space-saving) and so on. There-
fore, the process cartridge 7 and the image forming ap-
paratus 100 can be downsized. In addition, the mounting
operativity of the process cartridge 7 to the main assem-
bly 100A of the apparatus is improved.

Embodiment 2

[0061] In the first embodiment, the engaging portion
bearing member 19 is urged to the drum-rear bearing 10
which supports the photosensitive drum 1. As shown in
Figure 16, however, the contact portion 27f which is the
holding portion contactable to the engaging portion bear-
ing member 19 may be provided in the cleaning frame 27.
[0062] Figure 16illustrates the state before the process
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cartridge 7 is mounted to the main assembly 100A of the
apparatus. As has been described with respect to Em-
bodiment 1, the arm portion 18a of the urging member
18 which is provided on the side cover 48 and which is
a twisted coil spring contacts to the locking portion 19¢
of the engaging portion bearing member 19. By this, the
driving side engaging portion 23 is urged in the direction
crossing with the axial direction of the developing roller
25. Therefore, the contact portion 19d of the engaging
portion bearing member 19 is contacted to the contact
portion 27f provided in the cleaning frame 27, so that the
engaging portion bearing member 19 is positioned in
place. The contact portion 27f of the cleaning frame 27
is formed by two surfaces which are in parallel with the
axis of the photosensitive drum 1 and which constitute V
configuration. The cleaning frame 27 is provided with the
drum-rear bearing 11, and the drum-rear bearing 11 is
provided integrally with positioning portion 11b. There-
fore, the driving side engaging portion 23 rotatably sup-
ported by the engaging portion bearing member 19 is
positioned with high precision relative to the rotation axis
of the photosensitive drum 1 and the main assembly
100A of the apparatus. For this reason, it can be posi-
tioned with high precision relative to the axis 53d of the
main assembly development coupling 53 provided in the
main assembly 100A of the apparatus. The other struc-
tures are the same as that of those of the first embodi-
ment, and the effects similar to the effects of the first
embodiment are provided.

Embodiment 3

[0063] Although the Oldham coupling is used as the
shaft coupling member in the first embodiment, a spring
which is the elastic portion may be used as the interme-
diary engaging portion 22 of the shaft coupling member
20 as shown in Figure 17, in the process cartridge which
includes the developing roller which has a small diame-
ter.

[0064] In Figure 17, the shaft coupling member 20
comprises a driven side engaging portion 21, an inter-
mediary engaging portion 22, and adriving side engaging
portion 23. The intermediary engaging portion includes
a spring 22. The driven side engaging portion 21 is pro-
vided with a boss 21a for the engagement of the spring
22. Similarly, the driving side engaging portion 23 is pro-
vided with a boss 23a which engages with the spring 22.
The spring 22 is provided with an arm portion 22a en-
gaged with the driven side engaging portion boss 21a,
and an arm portion 22b engaged with the driving side
engaging portion boss 23a. The shaft portion 23b of the
driving side engaging portion 23 is rotatably engaged with
the hole 19a of the engaging portion bearing member 19.
The driving side engaging portion 23 is provided integral-
ly with the projections 23c1 - 23¢4 engaged with the main
assembly development coupling 53 which is the second
main assembly drive transmission member of the main
assembly 100A of the apparatus. Similarly to embodi-
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ment 1, when the drive of the main assembly 100A of the
apparatus is transmitted to the driving side engaging por-
tion 23, the drive is transmitted to the arm portion 22b of
the spring 22 from the development side coupling boss
23a. The rotational driving force transmitted to the spring
22 is transmitted to the boss 21a of the follow-engaging
portion 21 from the arm portion 22a of the spring 22.
[0065] As shown in Figure 18, although the spring 22
is used as the intermediary engaging portion in this em-
bodiment, an elastic rubber 22 of the cylindrical-shape
may be used as the elastic portion. The inside circum-
ference of the elastic rubber 22 is provided with a rib 22a
for transmitting the driving force by the engagement with
the boss 23a of the driving side engaging portion 23 and
with the boss 21a of the driven side engaging portion 21.
[0066] The other structures are the same as that of
those of the first embodiment, and the effects similar to
the effects of the first embodiment are provided.

Embodiment 4

[0067] In the first embodiment, the engaging portion
bearing member 19 is urged to the drum-rear bearing 10
which supports the photosensitive drum 1 by the urging
spring 18. As shown in Figure 19 (a), in this embodiment,
thedrum-rear bearing 11 is provided with a hole 11fwhich
is the holding portion for retaining driving side engaging
portion 23. An inner diameter of the hole 11f is large as
compared with the outer diameter of the driving side en-
gaging portion 23. More particularly, the driving side en-
gaging portion 23 is retained for movement in the direc-
tion crossing with the axis of the developing roller 25 rel-
ative to the hole 11f. As shown in Figure 18, in embodi-
ment 1, the driving side engaging portion 23 is positioned
through the engaging portion bearing member 19 with
the deviation relative to the axis 53d of the main assembly
development coupling 53 in the direction of positioning
relative to the drum-rear bearing 11. In this embodiment,
the structure is such that the axis 23¢5 of the driving side
engaging portion 23 deviates to whichever direction with
respect to the direction crossing with the axis of the de-
veloping roller 25. For thisreason, also when the process
cartridge 7 enters the main assembly 100A of the appa-
ratus, the driving side engaging portion 23 is smooth in
the engagement with the main assembly development
coupling 53. Figure 19 (b) illustrates the state where the
driving side engaging portion 23 is positioned by the main
assembly development coupling (unshown). In more de-
tail, the driving side engaging portion 23 is positioned by
the main assembly development coupling (unshown), by
which it is in the state of not contacting the hole 11f.
[0068] AsshowninFigure 20, the hole 27fforretaining
the driving side engaging portion 23 may be provided in
the cleaning frame 27.

[0069] The other structures are the same as that of
those of the first embodiment, and provide the effects
similar to the effects of the first embodiment.
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Other Examples

[0070] In The above described embodiment, although
the four process cartridges are used, this number is not
inevitable but may be selected suitably, if necessary, by
one-skilled-in-the-art.

[0071] Inthe embodiments mentioned above, although
the image forming apparatus is the type of printer, the
present invention is not limited to this. For example, it is
applicable also to otherimage forming apparatuses, such
as the copying machine and the facsimile device, and
the image forming apparatuses, such as a composite ma-
chine thereof. In addition, although the intermediary
transfer member is used in the embodiment mentioned
above, the color toner images are superimposedly trans-
ferred onto the intermediary transfer member sequential-
ly and the toner images carried by the intermediary trans-
fer member are transferred onto the transfer material all
together, the presentinvention is not limited to this type.
For example, in an alternative structure, the recording
material carrying member is used and the color toner
images are superimposedly transferred onto the record-
ing material carried by the recording material carrying
member sequentially. The similar effects are provided
when the present invention is applied to these types of
image forming apparatuses.

[0072] Ashasbeendescribed hereinbefore, according
to the present invention, the large guide for the engage-
ment with the engaging portion and the second main as-
sembly drive transmission member is unnecessary. Ac-
cordingly, the process cartridge and the electrophoto-
graphic image forming apparatus are downsized. Fur-
thermore, the engaging portion and the second main as-
sembly drive transmission member of the shaft coupling
member engage with each other smoothly, and therefore,
the mounting property is improved.

[0073] Inaddition, the rotational accuracy of the devel-
oping roller can be improved, and therefore, the image
quality can be improved.

[INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY]

[0074] Accordingtothe presentinvention, itis possible
to provide a process cartridge and a small size electro-
photographic image forming apparatus wherein a rota-
tional driving force is directly inputted to the developing
roller through the shaft coupling member from the main
assembly of the apparatusindependently from the driving
input to the photosensitive drum.

[0075] Itis also possible to provide a process cartridge
and an image forming apparatus wherein the rotational
accuracy of the developing roller is improved, so that the
image quality is improved.

While the invention has been described with reference
to the structures disclosed herein, it is not confined to the
details set forth, and this application is intended to cover
modifications or changes within the scope of the following
claims.
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Claims

1. A process cartridge (7) detachably mountable to a
main assembly of an electrophotographic image
forming apparatus, wherein the main assembly in-
cludes a first rotatable main assembly drive trans-
mission member (66), and a second rotatable main
assembly drive transmission member (53), said
process cartridge (7) comprising:

an electrophotographic photosensitive drum (1);
a developing roller (25) for developing an elec-
trostatic latent image formed on said electropho-
tographic photosensitive drum (1) with a devel-
oper;

a drum coupling member (16), provided on one
axial end of said electrophotographic photosen-
sitive drum (1), for engaging with the first main
assembly drive transmission member (66) and
transmitting a first rotational driving force to the
electrophotographic photosensitive drum (1),
when said process cartridge (7) is mounted to
the main assembly of the apparatus along an
axial direction of said electrophotographic pho-
tosensitive drum (1); and

a shaft coupling member (20), provided on one
axial end of said developing roller (25), for trans-
mitting a second rotational driving force with a
deviation permitted between an axis of the sec-
ond main assembly drive transmission member
(53) and an axis of said developing roller (25),

wherein said shaft coupling member (20) in-
cludes an engaging portion (23) for engaging
with the second main assembly drive transmis-
sion member (53) and receiving the second ro-
tational driving force, when said process car-
tridge (7) is mounted to the main assembly of
the apparatus;

characterized in that

said process cartridge further comprises a hold-
ing portion (11c, 27f) provided on a frame (26,
4) of said process cartridge (7) and

said engaging portion (23) is configured to be
movable in a direction crossing with the axial
direction of said developing roller (25) when said
process cartridge (7) enters said main assembly
of the apparatus, and wherein

said engaging portion (23) is configured to be
positioned to said holding portion (11c, 27f) by
being urged in the crossing direction when said
process cartridge (7) enters the main assembly
of the apparatus.

2. A process cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein
said frame (26, 4) includes a drum bearing (11) for
supporting rotatably said electrophotographic pho-
tosensitive drum (1).
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A process cartridge according to Claim 2, wherein
said holding portion (11c) is provided on said drum
bearing (11).

A process cartridge according to Claim 2 or 3, where-
in said drum bearing (11) is provided with a cartridge
positioning portion (11b) for positioning said process
cartridge (7) by contacting a main assembly posi-
tioning portion (83a) provided in the main assembly
of the apparatus.

A process cartridge according to any one of Claims
1 to 4, wherein said frame (26, 4) includes:

a first frame (26) for holding said electrophoto-
graphic photosensitive drum (1), and

a second frame (4) for holding said developing
roller (25).

A process cartridge according to claim 5, wherein
said holding portion (11c, 27f) is provided on said
first frame (26).

A process cartridge according to any one of Claims
1 to 6, wherein said process cartridge (7) includes
an urging member (18) for urging said engaging por-
tion (23) in the crossing direction.

A process cartridge according to any one of Claims
1 to 7, wherein said engaging portion (23) includes
an engaging portion positioning portion (23c4) for
engaging with the second main assembly drive
transmission member (53) to be positioned by the
second main assembly drive transmission member
(53) when the second main assembly drive trans-
mission member (53) rotates.

A process cartridge according to any one of Claims
1 to 8, wherein said process cartridge (7) includes
an engaging portion bearing member (19) which is
movable in the crossing direction relative to the axis
of said developing roller (25) and which supports ro-
tatably said engaging portion (23), and said engag-
ing portion (23) is positioned to said holding portion
(11c) through said engaging portion bearing member
(19).

A process cartridge according to any one of Claims
1 to 9, wherein said shaft coupling member (20) is
an Oldham coupling.

A process cartridge according to any one of Claims
1 to 10, wherein said shaft coupling member (20)
includes an elastic portion for permitting a deviation
between an axis of said engaging portion (23) and
the axis of said developing roller (25).

A process cartridge according to any one of Claims
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14.

15.

16.
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1to 11, wherein an axis of said engaging portion (23)
is deviated from the axis of said developing roller
(25) in the crossing direction when said process car-
tridge (7) enters the main assembly of the apparatus.

An electrophotographic image forming apparatus for
forming an image on a recording material, compris-

ing:

(i) a rotatable first main assembly drive trans-
mission member (66) and a rotatable second
main assembly drive transmission member (53);
(i) a process cartridge (7) according to any of
the preceding Claims and

(iii) feeding means (54, 76, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59,
70, 72) for feeding a recording material (S).

An apparatus according to Claim 13, further com-
prising a main assembly positioning portion for po-
sitioning said process cartridge (7) by engaging with
adrum bearing (11) having said holding portion (11c)
for supporting rotatably said electrophotographic
photosensitive drum (1).

An apparatus according to Claim 13 or 14, wherein
the second main assembly drive transmission mem-
ber (53) is provided with a hole (53a-53c) for trans-
mitting the second rotational driving force, wherein
said hole (53a-53c) is engaged with a projection
(23¢1-23c¢3) provided on said engaging portion (23)
when the second main assembly drive transmission
member (53) is engaged with said engaging portion
(23), and wherein the second main assembly drive
transmission member (23) is urged toward said proc-
ess cartridge (7) by an urging member (73) provided
in said main assembly of the apparatus.

An apparatus according to any one of Claims 13 to
15, wherein the second main assembly drive trans-
mission member (53) has a transmission member
positioning portion (53e) engageable with said en-
gaging portion (23) to position said engaging portion
(23) when the second main assembly drive trans-
mission member (53) rotates.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Prozesskartusche (7), die an einer Hauptbaugruppe
einer elektrofotografischen Bilderzeugungsvorrich-
tung abnehmbar montiert ist, wobei die Hauptbau-
gruppe ein erstes drehbares Hauptbaugruppenan-
trieblibertragungsbauteil (66) und ein zweites dreh-
bares Hauptbaugruppenantriebiibertragungsbauteil
(53) enthalt, wobeidie Prozesskartusche (7) Folgen-
des aufweist:

eine

elektrofotografische  lichtempfindliche
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Trommel (1);

eine Entwicklungswalze (25) zum Entwickeln ei-
nes elektrostatischen latenten Bildes, das an
der elektrofotografischen lichtempfindlichen
Trommel (1) mit einem Entwickler ausgebildet
ist;

ein Trommelkupplungsbauteil (16), das an ei-
nem axialen Ende der elektrofotografischen
lichtempfindlichen Trommel (1) vorgesehen ist,
zum Eingreifen mit dem ersten Hauptbaugrup-
penantrieblibertragungsbauteil (66) und Uber-
tragen einer ersten Rotationsantriebskraft auf
die elektrofotografische lichtempfindliche Trom-
mel (1), wenn die Prozesskartusche (7) an der
Hauptbaugruppe der Vorrichtung entlang einer
axialen Richtung der elektrofotografischen licht-
empfindlichen Trommel (1) montiert ist; und
ein Wellenkupplungsbauteil (20), das an einem
axialen Ende der Ent-wicklungswalze (25) vor-
gesehen ist, zum Ubertragen einer zweiten Ro-
tationsantriebskraft mit einer Abweichung, die
zwischen einer Achse des zweiten
Hauptbaugruppenantrieblbertragungsbauteils
(53) und einer Achse der Entwicklungswalze
(25) zugelassen ist,

wobei das Wellenkupplungsbauteil (20) einen
Eingriffsabschnitt (23) zum Eingreifen mit dem
zweiten Hauptbaugruppenantriebiibertra-
gungsbauteil (53) und Aufnehmen der zweiten
Rotationsantriebskraft enthalt, wenn die Pro-
zesskartusche (7) an der Hauptbaugruppe der
Vorrichtung montiert ist;

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

die Prozesskartusche des Weiteren einen Hal-
teabschnitt (11c, 27f) aufweist, der an einem
Rahmen (26, 4) der Prozesskartusche (7) vor-
gesehen ist, und der Eingriffsabschnitt (23) ge-
staltet ist, um in eine Richtung, die mit der Axi-
alrichtung der Entwicklungswalze (25) kreuzt,
beweglich zu sein, wenn die Prozesskartusche
(7) in die Hauptbaugruppe der Vorrichtung ein-
tritt, und wobei

der Eingriffsabschnitt (23) gestaltet ist, um an
dem Halteabschnitt (11c, 47f) durch ein Ge-
drangt werden in die Kreuzungsrichtung positi-
oniert zu sein, wenn die Prozesskartusche (7)
in die Hauptbaugruppe der Vorrichtung eintritt.

Prozesskartusche gemal Anspruch 1, wobei der
Rahmen (26, 4) ein Trommellager (11) zum drehba-
ren Stltzen der elektrofotografischen lichtempfind-
lichen Trommel (1) enthalt.

Prozesskartusche gemal Anspruch 2, wobei der
Halteabschnitt (11c) an dem Trommellager (11) vor-

gesehen ist.

Prozesskartusche gemaR Anspruch 2 oder 3, wobei
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das Trommellager (11) mit einem Kartuschenpositi-
onierungsabschnitt (11b) zum Positionieren der Pro-
zesskartusche (7) durch  Berlhren eines
Hauptbaugruppenpositionierungsabschnitts (83a),
der in der Hauptbaugruppe der Vorrichtung vorge-
sehen ist, versehen ist.

Prozesskartusche gemall einem der Anspriiche 1
bis 4, wobei der Rahmen (26, 4) folgendes enthalt:

einen ersten Rahmen (26) zum Halten der elek-
trographisch fotografischen lichtempfindlichen
Trommel (1), und

einen zweiten Rahmen (4) zum Halten der Ent-
wicklungswalze (25).

Prozesskartusche gemafR Anspruch 5, wobei der
Halteabschnitt (11c, 27f) an dem ersten Rahmen
(26) vorgesehen ist.

Prozesskartusche gemall einem der Anspriiche 1
bis 6, wobei die Prozesskartusche (7) ein Drangbau-
teil (18) zum Drangen des Eingriffsabschnitts (23) in
die Kreuzungsrichtung enthalt.

Prozesskartusche gemall einem der Anspriiche 1
bis 7, wobei der Eingriffsabschnitt (23) einen
Eingriffsabschnittpositionierungsabschnitt  (23c4)
zum Eingreifen mit dem zweiten Hauptbaugruppen-
antrieblibertragungsbauteil (53) enthalt, um durch
das zweite Hauptbaugruppenantriebibertragungs-
bauteil (53) positioniert zu werden, wenn das zweite
Hauptbaugruppenantrieblbertragungsbauteil (53)
rotiert.

Prozesskartusche gemall einem der Anspriiche 1
bis 8, wobei die Prozesskartusche (7) ein Ein-
griffsabschnittlagerbauteil (19) enthalt, das in der
Kreuzungsrichtung beziglich der Achse der Ent-
wicklungswalze (25) beweglich ist und das den Ein-
griffsabschnitt (23) drehbar stitzt, und der Ein-
griffsabschnitt (23) an dem Halteabschnitt (11c)
durch das Eingriffsabschnittlagerbauteil (19) positi-
oniert ist.

Prozesskartusche gemall einem der Anspriiche 1
bis 9, wobei das Wellenkupplungsbauteil (20) eine
Oldham-Kupplung ist.

Prozesskartusche gemall einem der Anspriiche 1
bis 10, wobeidas Wellenkupplungsbauteil (20) einen
elastischen Abschnitt enthalt, um eine Abweichung
zwischen einer Achse des Eingriffsabschnitts (23)
und der Achse der Entwicklungswalze (25) zuzulas-
sen.

Prozesskartusche gemall einem der Anspriiche 1
bis 11, wobei eine Achse des Eingriffsabschnitts (23)
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von der Achse der Entwicklungswalze (25) in der
Kreuzungsrichtung abweicht, wenn die Prozesskar-
tusche (7) in die Hauptbaugruppe der Vorrichtung
eintritt.

Elektrofotografische Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung
zum Ausbilden eines Bildes auf ein Aufzeichnungs-
material, die Folgendes aufweist:

(i) ein drehbares erstes Hauptbaugruppenan-
trieblibertragungsbauteil (66) undein drehbares
zweites Hauptbaugruppenantriebiibertra-
gungsbauteil (53);

(ii) eine Prozesskartusche (7) gemaR einem der
vorhergehenden Anspriche;

(iii) ein Zufuhrmittel (54, 76, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59,
70, 72) zum Zuflihren eines Aufzeichnungsma-
terials (S).

Vorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 13, des Weiteren mit
einem Hauptbaugruppenpositionierungsabschnitt
zum Positionieren der Prozesskartusche (7) durch
Eingreifen mit einem Trommellager (11), das den
Halteabschnitt (11¢c) zum drehbaren Stitzen der
elektrofotografischen lichtempfindlichen Trommel
(1) hat.

Vorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 13 oder 14, wobei das
zweite Hauptbaugruppenantrieblibertragungsbau-
teil (53) mit einem Loch (53a-53c) zum Ubertragen
der zweiten Rotationsantriebskraft versehen ist, wo-
bei das Loch (53a-53c) mit einem Vorsprung
(23c1-23¢3), der an dem Eingriffsabschnitt (23) vor-
gesehen ist, im Eingriff ist, wenn das zweite
Hauptbaugruppenantrieblibertragungsbauteil (53)
mit dem Eingriffsabschnitt (23) im Eingriff ist, und
wobei das zweite Hauptbaugruppenantrieblbertra-
gungsbauteil (23) in Richtung der Prozesskartusche
(7) durch ein Drangbauteil (73), das in der Haupt-
baugruppe derVorrichtung vorgesehenist, gedrangt
wird.

Vorrichtung gemaf einem der Anspriche 13 bis 15,
wobei das zweite Hauptbaugruppenantrieblbertra-
gungsbauteil (53) einen Ubertragungsbauteilpositi-
onierungsabschnitt (53e) hat, der mit dem Ein-
griffsabschnitt (23) eingreifen kann, um den Ein-
griffsabschnitt (23) zu positionieren, wenn das zwei-
te Hauptbaugruppenantrieblibertragungsbauteil
(53) rotiert.

Revendications

Cartouche de traitement (7) montée de maniere dé-
tachable sur un ensemble principal d’un appareil de
formation d’image électrophotographique, ou 'en-
semble principal comporte un premier élémentrotatif
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de transmission d’entrainement d’ensemble princi-
pal (66), et un deuxiéme élément rotatif de transmis-
siond’entrainementd’ensemble principal (53), ladite
cartouche de traitement (7) comprenant :

un tambour photosensible électrophotographi-
que (1);

un rouleau de développement (25) pour déve-
lopper une image latente électrostatique formée
sur ledit tambour photosensible électrophoto-
graphique (1) avec un développateur ;

un élément de couplage de tambour (16), prévu
sur une extrémité axiale dudit tambour photo-
sensible électrophotographique (1), pour s’en-
gager avec le premier élément de transmission
d’entrainement d’ensemble principal (66) et
transmettre une premiére force d’entrainement
en rotation au tambour photosensible électro-
photographique (1), lorsque ladite cartouche de
traitement (7) est montée sur 'ensemble princi-
pal de l'appareil le long d’'une direction axiale
dudit tambour photosensible électrophotogra-
phique (1) ; et

un élément de couplage d’arbre (20), prévu sur
une extrémité axiale dudit rouleau de dévelop-
pement (25), pour transmettre une deuxiéme
force d’entrainement en rotation avec une dé-
viation autorisée entre un axe du deuxiéme élé-
ment de transmission d’entrainement d’ensem-
ble principal (53) et un axe dudit rouleau de dé-
veloppement (25),

ou ledit élément de couplage d’arbre (20) com-
porte une partie d’engagement (23) pour s’en-
gager avec le deuxiéme élément de transmis-
sion d’entrainement d’ensemble principal (53)
etrecevoir la deuxiéme force d’entrainement en
rotation, lorsque ladite cartouche de traitement
(7) est montée sur I'ensemble principal de
'appareil ;

caractérisée en ce que :

|ladite cartouche de traitement comprend en
outre une partie de maintien (11c, 27f) prévue
sur un cadre (26, 4) de ladite cartouche de trai-
tement (7), et

ladite partie d’engagement (23) est configurée
pour étre mobile dans une direction croisant la
direction axiale duditrouleau de développement
(25) lorsque ladite cartouche de traitement (7)
entredans leditensemble principal de 'appareil,
etou

ladite partie d’engagement (23) est configurée
pour étre positionnée sur ladite partie de main-
tien (11c, 27f) en étant poussée dans ladirection
de croisement lorsque ladite cartouche de trai-
tement (7) entre dans 'ensemble principal de
I'appareil.
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Cartouche de traitement selon la revendication 1,
dans laquelle ledit cadre (26, 4) comporte un support
de tambour (11) pour supporter en rotation ledit tam-
bour photosensible électrophotographique (1).

Cartouche de traitement selon la revendication 2,
dans laquelle ladite partie de maintien (11c) est pré-
vue sur ledit support de tambour (11).

Cartouche de traitement selon la revendication 2 ou
3, dans laquelle ledit support de tambour (11) est
pourvu d’une partie de positionnement de cartouche
(11b) pour positionner ladite cartouche de traitement
(7) par contact avec une partie de positionnement
d’ensemble principal (83a) prévue dans I'ensemble
principal de l'appareil.

Cartouche de traitement selon 'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 4, dans laquelle ledit cadre (26,
4) comporte :

un premier cadre (26) pour maintenir ledit tam-
bour photosensible électrophotographique (1),
et

un deuxieme cadre (4) pour maintenir ledit rou-
leau de développement (25).

Cartouche de traitement selon la revendication 5,
dans laquelle ladite partie de maintien (11c, 27f) est
prévue sur ledit premier cadre (26).

Cartouche de traitement selon 'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 6, dans laquelle ladite cartouche
de traitement (7) comporte un élément de poussée
(18) pour pousser ladite partie d’engagement (23)
dans la direction de croisement.

Cartouche de traitement selon 'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a7, dans laquelle ladite partie d’en-
gagement (23) comporte une partie de positionne-
mentde partie d’engagement (23c4) pour s’engager
avec le deuxiéme élément de transmission d’entrai-
nement d’ensemble principal (53) pour étre position-
née par le deuxiéme élément de transmission d’en-
trainement d’ensemble principal (53) lorsque le
deuxiéme élément de transmission d’entrainement
d’ensemble principal (53) tourne.

Cartouche de traitement selon 'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 8, dans laquelle ladite cartouche
de traitement (7) comporte un élément de support
de partie d’engagement (19) qui est mobile dans la
direction de croisement par rapport a 'axe dudit rou-
leau de développement (25) et qui supporte en ro-
tation ladite partie d’engagement (23), et ladite partie
d’engagement (23) est positionnée sur ladite partie
de maintien (11c) par I'intermédiaire dudit élément
de support de partie d’engagement (19).
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Cartouche de traitement selon 'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 9, dans laquelle ledit élément de
couplage d’arbre (20) est un accouplement Oldham.

Cartouche de traitement selon 'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 10, dans laquelle ledit élément
de couplage d’arbre (20) comporte une partie élas-
tigue pour permettre une déviation entre un axe de
ladite partie d’engagement (23) et 'axe dudit rouleau
de développement (25).

Cartouche de traitement selon 'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 11, dans laquelle un axe de ladite
partie d’engagement (23) est dévié de I'axe dudit
rouleau de développement (25) dans la direction de
croisement lorsque ladite cartouche de traitement
(7) entre dans 'ensemble principal de I'appareil.

Appareil de formation d’image électrophotographi-
que pour former une image sur un matériau d’enre-
gistrement, comprenant :

(i) un premier élément rotatif de transmission
d’entrainement d’ensemble principal (66) et un
deuxiéme élément rotatif de transmission d’en-
trainement d’ensemble principal (53) ;

(ii) une cartouche de traitement (7) selon 'une
des revendications précédentes ; et

(iii) un moyen d’alimentation (54, 76, 55, 56, 57,
58, 59, 70, 72) pour l'alimentation en matériau
d’enregistrement (S).

Appareil selon la revendication 13, comprenant en
outre une partie de positionnement d’ensemble prin-
cipal pour positionner ladite cartouche de traitement
(7) par engagement avec un supportde tambour (11)
ayant ladite partie de maintien (11¢) pour supporter
en rotation ledit tambour photosensible électropho-
tographique (1).

Appareil selon larevendication 13 ou 14, dans lequel
le deuxiéme élément de transmission d’entraine-
ment d’ensemble principal (53) est pourvu d’un trou
(53a-53c¢) pour transmettre la deuxiéme force d’en-
trainement en rotation, ou ledit trou (53a-53c) est
engagé avec une saillie (23¢1-23c3) prévue sur la-
dite partie d’engagement (23) lorsque le deuxiéme
élément de transmission d’entrailnement d’ensem-
ble principal (53) est engagé avec ladite partie d’en-
gagement (23), et ou le deuxiéme élément de trans-
mission d’entrainement d’ensemble principal (23)
est poussé vers ladite cartouche de traitement (7)
par un élément de poussée (73) prévu dans ledit
ensemble principal de I'appareil.

Appareil selon 'une quelconque des revendications
13 a 15, dans lequel le deuxiéme élément de trans-
mission d’entrainement d’ensemble principal (53) a
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une partie de positionnementd’élémentde transmis-
sion (53e) pouvant s’engager avec ladite partie d’en-
gagement (23) pour positionner ladite partie d’enga-
gement (23) lorsque le deuxiéme élément de trans-
mission d’entrainement d’ensemble principal (53)
tourne.
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