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To all whom & may concern:

Be it known that I, DoOUGLAS DOBBINS, of
Franklin, county of Johnson and State of In-
diana, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Voting-Machines; and 1 do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear,and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, in
which like figures refer to like parts.

My invention relates to a voting machine
adapted to record votes and to prevent any
interference with the voter, any knowledge
of how he voted, any duplication of a vote
and any interference with the ballots. The

form I have invented is adapted especially to

carry out the Australian gystem of voting to
a degree of secrecy, accuracy and honesty not
capable of being attained without a machine
of the character of mine.

In a booth of the ordinary form used under
the Australian system, I locate a desk or a
table over whose surface a continuous ballot
sheet or roll of tickets is moved by machinery
actuated by a pedal fioor on which the voter
stands when he enters the booth, and on the
top of the desk or table I provide a series of
stamps adapted to stamp the ballot at the
head of any ticket or opposite any name on
theballot. 'When the voter has thusstamped
his ballot and leaves the booth, the door of
the booth releases the pedal floor. When the
next voter enters, the depression of the pedal
floor through suitable mechanism rolls the
continuous ballot sheet far enough fo remove
the ballot previously voted out of sight onto
a suitable roll and bring into its proper place
the next ballot.

The features and character of my invention
will more fully appear from the following de-
seription and accompanying drawings.

Figure 1 is a cross vertical section of my
voting machine, the booth being partly broken
away as indicated, for convenience in making
the drawing. Fig. 2 is a plan view of my
voting machine, a section of it being partly
broken away. Fig. 3 is a horizontal section
of my voting machine, shown just beneath
the 1id of the desk. Fig. 4 showssome of the

stamps and means of holding them in place,
and Irig. 5 is a central vertical section of the
stamp and two separating blocks used to sep-
arate the stamps from each other. _

1 is the side wall of a voting booth of ordi-

‘nary form; 2, the back; 3, the floor, and 4 the

door of the same.

5 is a pedal floor hinged to the front part
of the floor 8 by the hinge 6 and supported
at its rear by a spiral ring 7.

8 is a pawl pivoted at the rear of the floor
3 and extending through the same, and
adapted when the pedal floor 5 is pushed
down to engage the rear of the same and hold
it down.

9 is a link connected to the lower end of
the pawl 8 and provided at its other end with
a slot at 10 through which operates loosely a
pin 11 secuted to the outer end of the lever
12, which is in turn secured to the lower part
of the door 4, all in such manner that when
the door is opened thelever 12 will move the
pin 11 through the slot 10 of the link 9 until
the door is about half open, when the pin 11
reaches the end of the slot, whereupon the
lever 12 withdraws the link 9 thereby causing
the pawl 8 to release the pedal floor 5.

Loosely pivoted to the pedal floor 5 at ifs
rear is an upright bar 13, whose upper end is
held in place by a guide bracket 14. Piv-
oted to this bar 13 is a pawl 15, so construeted
that it will engage the ratchet wheel 16 when
the bar 13 moves downward, and thus operate
such wheel, but when the bar 13 moves up-
ward it will move past the teeth of the ratchet
wheel 16, The ratchet wheel 16 is mounted
on a shaft 17 and is prevented from turning
in the wrong direction by the pivoted pawl
18. On this shaft 17 is a sprocket wheel 19
either separate or integral with the ratchet
wheel 16, but so constructed that they will
move in unison. About the sprocket wheel
19 is a sprocket chain 20 which operates the
spur wheel 21 mounted on the shaft 22. On

the same shaft 22 is a pulley connected by
the band 23 to a pulley on the roll 24. The
spur wheel 21 when operated engages and g5
operates the spur wheel 25 on the shaft 26,
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On this shaft 26 is a pulley 27 connected by
a band 28 to the pulley 29 and the roll 30.
The rolls 24 and 30, as well as the shafts 22
and 26 are mounted in the sides of the desk 31.

32 is a smooth board supported by the
brackets 33 which are secured to the sides of
the desk 31.

34 is a small roll mounted in the sides of
the desk 51 and located near the lower end
of the board 32, as seen in Fig. 1.

351s aroll mounted in the sides of the desk
31 on which is wound the ballots which are
printed in succession on a continuous sheet
of paper 36. This ballot sheet is passed up
between the rolls 24 and 80 over the small
roll 34 and over the smooth board 32 and be-
tween the rolls 37 mounted on the shafts 22
and 26, and is wound on the roll 38, which is
actuated by the spring 89, one end of which
spring is secured to the back of the desk.
The roll 38 is mounted in the sides of the
desk 31.

40 is the frame of the lid to the desk 31
hinged at the rear to the desk at 41.

42 are guide pieces secured to the frame 40
in pairs, there being a pair over the space sep-
arating the list of names on the ballot from
each other. These guide pieces 42 have on
one side flanged brackets 43, in which are
fitted strips of glass 44, as seen in Fig. 2, each
stripof glass being the width of 4 list of names
on the ballot so as to reveal all of such names.
Between the guide pieces 42 which form each
pair, are stamps 45. These stamps 45 con-
sist of a push-rod 46 with a finger piece 47
on the top thereof, and operate vertically
through a sleeve 48 which contains a spiral

- spring 49, all mounted on a block 50, which
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block is adapted to be slipped in between the
guide pieces 42 which form a pair and is held
in place by the flanges 51 on the inner side
of such guide pieces 42. On the lower end
of the push rod 46 is a die 52 for stamping.
Thestamps are separated by blocks 53, which
may be of such size and number as to enable
the stamps to be located opposite the names
ag printed on the ballot. 54isalocking strip

-pivoted at 55 and locked at its other end by

the pad-lock 56 to the staple 57. The lock-
ing strip 54 is provided with an extension 58
located at the proper place to enter between
the guide pieces 42 which form each pair,
to hold the stamps in their proper place be-
iween such guide pieces. This part of the
locking strip is shown in Fig. 4, by a section
thereof.

59 is aninked ribbon secured to the frame
40, by means of the cross pieces 60, and lo-
cated immediately beneath the stamps, in
such manner that when the stamps are oper-
ated they will press the ribbon against the
ballot at the right place and thereby stamp
such ballot.

61 is a stamp which is larger than the rest
of the stamps in the same series and used for
the purpose of stamping a ballot so as to vote
a straight ticket. When a straight ticket is

not voted, the smaller stamps are used oppo-
site the name of all the candidates for whom
the voter desires to cast his ballot. So far as
the stamping of the ballot is concerned my
invention enables the stamping to be done
according to the present custom under the
Australian ballot law, or as may be otherwise
provided.

62 is a vertical partition extending from
the lower side of the desk to the pedal floor 5.

It will be plain from the foregoing descrip-
tion that when a voter enters a booth he must
necessarily stand on the pedal floor 5 and
stand there while he is in the booth, When
he does so he will push such pedal floor 5 down
until it is engaged by the pawl 8, which will
hold the floor down in a certain position while
heisin the booth. Thedownward movement
of the floor will actuate the wheel 19, the
chain 20 and all the rolls mounted in the desk
and cause the rolls 24 and 30 to draw the bal-
lot sheet 36 from the roll 35, and the spring
39 will actuate the roll 33 so as to take up the
slack in the ballot sheet between it and the
rolls 24 and 30 and thereby draw such ballot
sheet over the board 32. The gearing of the
wheels must be such that the downward move-
ment of the pedal floor 5 will shift the ballot
sheet just enough to bring the next ballot in
the proper place, so that there will be a stamp
opposite each name. Therefore when the
voter approaches the desk the preceding bal-
lot hasbeenremoved from his view and rolled
onto the roll 88. The voter then proceeds to
stamp his ballot in-accordance with the pro-
visions of law made in relation thereto.
‘While heisstanding at the desk he ean in no
wise operate or interfere with the machinery
which operates the ballot sheet, and there-
fore ean stamp but one ballot. Neither can
he interfere with any preceding ballot. Af-
ter he has finished voting heleaves the booth;
the door by means of the link 9 releases the
pedal floor 5 and the machine is ready for
the next voter. After all the voting is done
the election inspectors can by unlocking the
desk, take out the rolls 35 and 38. The roll
35 will have wound on it all the unvoted bal-
lots, which can be readily counted, and the
roll 38 will have on it all the voted ballots
which can be counted as the roll is unwound.
It will thus be seen that the machine is sim-
ple, automatic and cannot be tampered with
by any voter.

I do not lay claim to invention in some of
the minor details of the machine which has
just been described, nor do I wish to be con-
fined to the form of such details therein
shown, as there are many well known means
of carrying out my invention in its detail.
Thus instead of stamping a ballot it could be
perforated by making the proper die on the
stamp, removing the ribbon 59, and making
a proper die on the board 32, or otherwise
marking such ballot. A locking rod could
also be readily provided if desired, whereby
when a voter had voted a straight ticket by
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operating only the stamps, 61, all the other
stamps could be locked, and he could not
through ignorance stamp his ballot else-
where and thus render it invalid.

Any well known means of transmitting
power from the pedal floor 5 to the mechan-
ism in the desk could be readily substituted
for what I have here shown.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A voting machine consisting of a desk,
a top oversuch desk consisting of glass pan-
els, rows of spring controlled stamps beside
such panels, a continuous ballot sheet be-
tween the desk and glass panels, one ticket
being under one glass panel, and the party
emblem and each candidate’s name being op-
posite the stamps, a roll within such desk on
which such ballot sheet is wound, a pair of
contiguous rolls between which such ballot
sheet may pass, means of actuating such rolls
in opposite directions, and a spring actuated
roll adapted to draw the ballot sheet over

the top of the desk and around itself far

enough to withdraw a voted ticket and to 2 5

substitute for it a new ticket properly located,
substantially as shown and described.

2. A voting machine consisting of a booth,
a desk, a set of rolls adapted to feed a con-
tinuous ballot sheet over the top of the desk,
a pedal, a vertical bar mounted thereon and
provided with an actuating pawl, a ratchet
wheel mounted on a shaft in the booth, a
sprocket wheel on such shaft, a sprocket
wheel mounted on a rollin the desk, a sprocket
chain connecting the sprocket wheels, pulleys
connecting the rolls, and means of marking
such ballot sheet, substantially as shown and
described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand this 13th day of June, 1893,

DOUGILAS DOBBINS.

Witnesses:
V. H. LockwooD,
N. D. TiLTORD.
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