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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, LEwis W. ORTON, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Bellevue,
in the county of Clayand State of Texas, have

-invented certain new and useful Improve-

mentsin Wire-Fence Tools; and I do declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

My invention has relation to improvements
in wire-fence tools, and the object is to pro-
vide a simple and duarable tool of this class
that will combine in one all the tools actually
necessary in building orrepairing an ordinary
wire fence.

To this end the novelty consists in the con-

_struction, combination, and arrangement of

the several parts of the same, as w111 be here-
inafter more fully described, and particularly
pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings the same
figures of reference indicate the same parts
of the invention.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved combination wire-fence tool with a
portion of the body of the pipe broken away
to show the repair cones and cable contained
therein. Fig. 2 shows the manner of using
the tool as a wire-stretcher. TFig. 3 shows the
tool in use to take up the slack in a fence-
wire. Fig. 4is a perspective view of the tool
organized as a crowbar orearth-chisel. Fig.5
is a similar view of the same in use as a post-
hole digger, and Fig. 6 shows its use in re-
pairing parted fence-wnes

1 represents a section of pipe of a smmble
length and diameter to be conveniently ma-
nipula,ted by hand. One of ifs open ends is
provided with a detachable clamp having a
circular opening 2,two converging arms 3 3’
extending into the pipe 1, in which they are
removably secured by a thumb-screw 4.

5 is the transverse handle secured in the
opening 2, so that when the converging arms
are forced into the end of the pipe the han-
dle will be rigidly clamped in the opening,
and thus form a transverse bar by w]nch the
pipe or tool may be operated.

6 is arectangular orifice in which is secured
aclaw 7, the thl eaded shank 8 of which passes
thrmwh a diametrically opposite orifice 9 in

the pipe, and said claw is removably secured
in place by a thumb-nut 10. The shoulder 12
of said claw is rectangular in shape to corre-
spond to the orifice 6 so that the claw may
be inserted from the right or the left hand
side. When in use, its reetanwular shoulder
prevents the tool from tw1stln0" or turning in
‘the pipe.

13 is a wrench having an elongated handle
14, which passes through the diametrical ori-
fices 15 15 in the pipe 1 and its end is pro-
vided with a ring 16, which prevents the han-
dle becoming acc1denta11y detached from the
pipe. The ofﬁce of this wrench, outside of its
general utility as a wrench, is when it acts as
a pawl after aline of wire has been stretched
to a post by the claw and pipe. The handle
of the wrench is dropped down parallel with
the post, and it then acts as a pawl or dog to
prevent the pipe untwisting, as shown in
Fig. 2,

17 18 are two longitudinal slots in the end
19 of the pipe 1, arranged in the same diamet-
rical plane, and when a section of the fence-
wire is slack the wire is inserted in the slots,
and by turning the plpe to the right or left
by means of the handle 3, as a,hown in Tig. 3
the slack may be taken up and held by a short
splice-wire 20, the ends of which are secured
to the fence-wire on both sides of the pipe.

21 is a chisel-point having shoulder 22 and
shank 23, which fits into the end 19 of the
pipe, and is removably secured therein by a

bolt 24, said bolt also passing through the:

shanks 25 of the shovel-bits 26 27, which are
also provided with orifices 28, by means of
which the said shovel bits or blades may be
conveniently secured to the pipe when notin
use, as shown in Fig. 4, while in Fig. 5 the tool
is shown with the chisel-bit removed and the
shovel bits or blades in position for digging
a post-hole.

29 and 30 are sheet-metal cones, their ori-
fices being connected by a flexible wire cable
31, and on this cable are strung two solid-wire
rings 82 83, This attachment, when not in
use, is carried inside of the pipe 1, and when in
use, as shownin Fig. 6, the cones are stretched
apart, and the opposite ends of a broken
wire are inserted in the rings 32 32, which are
then slipped outwardly on e&ch cone, 80 as to
clamp the ends of the broken wire on each
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cone. The end 19 of the pipe 1 is then ap-
plied to the wire cable connecting the cones
by inserting said eable in the slots 17 18, and
using the handle 5 as a lever the pipe is turned
to the right or left, drawing the cones together
until the broken ends of the fence-wire are
brought close enough together to splice.

Although I have specifically described the
construction and relative arrangement of the
several elements of my invention, I do not de-
sire to be confined to the same, assuch changes
or modifications may be made as clearly fall
within the scope of myinvention without de-
parting from the spirit thereof.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as newand useful, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent of the United States,
is—

1. In a wire-fence tool, the sleeve or pipe 1,
one end of ‘whieh is provided with a detach-
able clamp in which is secured the transverse
handle 5, and provided with the rectangular
orifice 6, in which to removably secure the re-

572,272

versible claw 7, the orifices 15, in which to se-
cure the wrench 13 having elongated handle;
its end 19 formed with longitudinal slots 17
and 18, adapted to operate the wire cable 31
and the rings and cones; the pipe adapted to
carry also the chisel-bit 21, and the shovel-
blades 26 and 27 to be removably secured in
said end 19 by a bolt 24, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

2. The pipe 1, provided with the transverse
handle 5, and having its opposite end 19
formed with longitudinal slots 17 and 18, in
combination with the flexible wire cable 31,
having loose solid rings 32 and 33, and the
cones 29 and 30 secured to its opposite ends,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

LEWIS W. ORTON.
Witnesses:
Joux J. CLICK,
T. F. MAJOR.

|

30
35

40



