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Smoking article

Description

The present invention relates to a smoking article. In particular, the invention
relates to an extendable smoking article whose length can be varied to vary the
length of an internal chamber.

An extendable cigarette is known from US 2,820,462. The cigarette is telescopic
, with a tobacco rod slidable within a tube having a filter at the mouthpiece en
d. The tobacco rod can be slid within the tube to vary the size of an internal
chamber.

US 3,062,218 describes a telescopic cigarette in which a tobacco rod is slidable
within a tube. The tube may be coated with a flavouring material, such as ment
hol, to provide flavour.

The present invention provides a smoking article comprising: a first part compri
sing a source of smokable material; a second part having at least an end c
onfigured to be movable relative to the first part; and a chamber defined by the
first part and/or second part; the smoking article further comprising a source
of flavouring releasable into the smoking article.

Thus, the smoking article contains a flavouring which is delivered when required

The present invention will now be described, by way of example only, with refere
nce to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a First embodiment of the smoking article;
Figure 2 is a cut-away side elevation view of the smoking article of Figure 1 in
a retracted state;

Figure 3 is a cut-away side elevation view of the smoking article of Figure 1 in
an extended state;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a second embodiment of a smoking article accor
ding to the present invention, in a partially formed state;

Figure 5 is a cut-away side elevation view of a third embodiment of the smoking
article;

Figure 6a is a schematic perspective view of a fourth embodiment of the smoking
article, In a retracted state;

Figure 6b is a schematic perspective view of the smoking article of figure 6a, 1
n an extended state;

Figure 7a is a schematic side elevation view of a first embodiment of a flavour
delivery system in a smoking article, In a retracted state;

Figure 7b is an enlarged view of the flavour delivery system of figure 7a;
Figure 8a is a schematic side elevation view of a first embodiment of a flavour
delivery system in an smoking article, in a partially extended state;

Figure 8b is an enlarged view of the flavour delivery system of figure 8a;
Figure 9a is a schematic side elevation view of a first embodiment of a flavour
delivery system in a smoking article, in an extended state;



(18) JP 2011-205914 A 2011.10.20

Figure 9b is an enlarged view of the flavour delivery system of figure 9a;
Figure 10a is a cut-away perspective view of the flavour delivery system of figu
re 7a;

Figure 10b is a cut-away perspective view of the flavour delivery system of figu
re 9a;

Figure 11 is a schematic side elevation view of a second embodiment of a Fflavour
delivery system In a smoking article, In a retracted state;

Figure 12 is a schematic side elevation view of the second embodiment of the fla

vour delivery system in a smoking article, in a partially extended state;

Figure 13 is a schematic side elevation view of the second embodiment of the fla

vour delivery system in a smoking article, in an extended state;

Figure 14 is a cut-away perspective view of a package containing smoking article
s with the second embodiment of the flavour delivery system;

Figure 15a is a perspective view of a variation of the second embodiment of the

flavour delivery system in a smoking article, in a retracted state;

Figure 15b is a perspective view of the smoking article of Figure 15a, In a part
ially extended state;

Figure 15c is a perspective view of the smoking article of Figure 15a, in an ext
ended state;

Figure 16 is a perspective view of a third embodiment of a flavour delivery syst
em in a smoking article;

Figure 17 is an enlarged cut-away side elevation view of the flavour delivery sy
stem of Figure 16;

Figure 18 is an enlarged cut-away cross section through the flavour delivery sys
tem of Figure 16;

Figure 19 is a cutaway side elevation view of a fourth embodiment of a flavour d
elivery system;

Figure 20 is a cutaway side elevation view of Figure 19 during use; and

Figure 21 is a side elevation view of the smoking article of Figure 19.

Figures 1 to 3 show a first embodiment of a smoking article 10. The smoking arti
cle may be an article such as a cigarette, cigar or cigarillo. For convenience,

these will be referred to as smoking articles” in this specification. The smo
king article 10 comprises a First part comprising a source of smokable material

in the form of a tobacco rod 11, with an attached first filter section 12. The t
obacco rod 11 and first Filter section 12 are attached with a covering layer, pr

eferably formed of tipping paper.

A second part of the smoking article comprises a sleeve 13 in the form of a cyli
ndrical tube extending around the circumference of the tobacco rod 11 and/or fir
st filter section 12. The tobacco rod 11 and first filter section 12 are dimensi
oned to slide as a unit longitudinally within the sleeve 13. The tobacco rod 11

and First filter section 12 may be referred to as a tobacco unit.

The second part may further comprises a second Filter section 14 at a mouthpiece
end of the sleeve 13, distal from the First filter section 12. The second filte
r section 14 is securely attached and fixed within the sleeve 13. The first and
/or second filter sections 12, 14 are preferably made of a conventional cellulos
e acetate tow.
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A chamber 15 is defined in the sleeve 13 between the first filter section 12 and
second filter section 14. The chamber 15 has a variable length, and hence volu
me, as the first filter section 12 slides axially within the cylindrical sleeve
13. The chamber 15 has a length varying from zero to a predetermined maximum le
ngth. Thus, an end of the sleeve 13 distal to the source of smokable material is
movable relative to the source of smokable material. The first part is slidable
around the second part, i.e. the second part is slidable within the first part.

Relative movement of the first and second parts, i.e. sleeve 13 and tobacco rod

11, beyond the maximum length is prevented by a restraining means, preferably ab
utting surfaces on or adjacent to the tobacco rod 11 and sleeve 13. In particula
r, the restraining means may comprise a first engaging surface extending radiall
y inwardly from the sleeve 13, engagable with a second engaging surface extendin
g radially outwardly from the tobacco unit. The second engaging surface may be p
rovided by sheet material wrapped around the tobacco unit, and in particular, by
material (e.g. tipping paper) connecting the tobacco rod and First filter.

Figure 2 shows the smoking article 10 in a retracted state, with the tobacco rod
11 and first filter section 12 moved up to the second filter section 13. The le
ngth of the chamber 15 has been reduced to zero. The smoking article 10 is at it
s shortest overall length. The smoking article 10 may be packaged in the retract
ed state prior to use. The smoking article 10 may be returned to the retracted s
tate after use, once the tobacco rod 11 has been partially or fully combusted.

Figure 3 shows the smoking article 10 in an extended state, with the tobacco rod
11 and first filter section 12 moved as far as possible away from the second fi
Iter section 14. The length of the chamber 15 has been increased to Its maximum.
The smoking article 10 is at its longest length. The smoking article 10 may be
in the extended state during use. The tobacco rod 11 and first filter section 12
are continuously positionable within the sleeve 13 to be in any partially exten
ded position between the retracted and extended states.

Figure 4 shows a second embodiment of the smoking article 20. The smoking articl
e 20 comprises a cylinder of tobacco 21 surrounded by, and attached to, a sleeve
23 to form a tobacco rod. The cylinder of tobacco 21 does not move relative to
the sleeve 23. The sleeve 23 has a section 23a extending rearwardly of the to
bacco 21. A filter 24 is longitudinally slidable within the sleeve section 23a.
A chamber 25 is formed by the tubular section 23a, between the tobacco 21 and th
e filter 24.

The smoking article 20 functions In a similar manner to smoking article 10. Smok
ing article 20 differs in that the sleeve forming the chamber 25 is rigidly atta
ched to the tobacco rod, not the mouthpiece Ffilter 24. Smoking article 20 also d
iffers by not having a filter attached directly to the tobacco 21. A further emb
odiment of the present invention may have only one of these features or differen
ces.

Relative movement of the sleeve 23 and filter 24 beyond the maximum length is pr
evented by a restraining means. Preferably, the restraining means comprises firs
t and second engaging surfaces on or adjacent to the sleeve 23a and filter 24 re
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spectively. A second engaging surface may be provided by one or more layers of s
heet material (e.g. tipping paper) wrapped around the filter 24.
Figure 5 shows a third embodiment of the smoking article 30. Smoking article 30
has a similar construction to the embodiment of Figures 1 to 3, having a tobacco
rod 31 attached to a filter 32. The tobacco rod 31 and filter 32 are slidable w
ithin a sleeve 33 formed as a cylindrical tube. At the mouthpiece end of the sle
eve 33 iIs a stain binder 36, instead of a second filter. The stain binder 36 may
remove substances which can cause staining. A variable length chamber 35 is for
med between the Ffilter 32 and stain binder 36.

Figures 6a and 6b show a fourth embodiment of an extendable smoking article 40.
The smoking article 40 comprises a tobacco rod (not shown) attached to a first f
ilter section 42. A sleeve 43 is attached to the first Filter section 42. At a d
istal end of the sleeve 43 is a second filter section 44, defining a mouthpiece
end. A chamber 45 is defined in the sleeve 43, between the first and second filt
er sections 42, 44.

The sleeve 43 can fold as a concertina in order to vary the length of the sleeve

43 and chamber 45. The sleeve 43 has a plurality of sections of varying diamete
r, such that fold lines are formed around the circumference of the sleeve 43 at
lines of maximum and minimum diameter.

In a retracted state shown in Figure 6a, the Ffirst and second filter sections 42
,44 are urged together, such that the sleeve is compressed. The sleeve lines of
the sleeve 43 increase in angle, and segments of the sleeve 43 between fold lin
es are orientated towards a plane perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the
smoking article. The chamber 45 has a relatively short length.

In an extended state shown in Figure 6b, the first and second filter sections 42
,44 are urged apart, such that the fold lines of the sleeve 43 decrease in angle
, and segments of the sleeve 43 between fold lines are orientated towards a plan
e parallel to the longitudinal axis of the smoking article. The chamber 45 has
a relatively long length.

The concertina sleeve 43 therefore allows the chamber 45 to vary in length witho
ut requiring parts sliding relative to each other. Thus, an end of the sleeve 43
distal to the source of smokable material is movable relative to the source of

smokable material.

As shown in Figure 6b, the concertina sleeve 43 also allows controlled bending o
T the smoking article 40. The sleeve 43 may be urged at an angle or perpendicula
r to the longitudinal axis, such that one or more fold lines of the sleeve 43 ar
e not uniformly extended around the circumference. The variation in extension ar
ound the circumference of the sleeve 43 provides for bending of the sleeve 43. T
he longitudinal axis of the first filter section 42 is not co-axial with the lon
gitudinal axis of the second Ffilter section 44 when the sleeve 43 is bent.

The tobacco rod and attached Filter are described as connected by tipping paper.
The tipping paper may be standard tipping paper, or a relatively thick recessed
tipping paper, or a board type tipping paper. Alternatively, a tube formed of a
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ny material may attach the filter material to the source of smokable material. 1
n particular, such a tube may be made of a plastics material, for example, a pla
stic made from corn starch. Alternatively, the tube may be made from a ceramic m
aterial. Alternatively, the tube may be formed from foil, metal or metallised pa
per.

The embodiments above have been described as having a filter section at the mout
hpiece (rearward) end of the sleeve. Alternatively, the sleeve may not contain s
uch a filter section or stain binder. In the absence of a filter or stain binder
at the mouthpiece end of the sleeve, the sleeve is only a hollow tube and the c
hamber is defined by the sleeve between the tobacco unit and the mouthpiece end

of the sleeve. The embodiments described above may have at least one Ffilter sect
ion, attached to one or both of the source of smokable material and the mouthpie
ce end of the sleeve. Alternatively, the smoking article may not include any fil
ter section.

One or more of the filter sections may be formed of a single segment of filter m
aterial or a plurality of segments. A filter section formed of a plurality of se
gments may comprise segments made of different materials or having different fil
tration properties. In particular, a filter section may comprise a standard segm
ent of cellulose acetate tow and a further segment of filtration material includ
ing charcoal. Alternatively, the filter section may be a single segment incorpor
ating charcoal.

The second filter may be shaped, preferably to aid draw strength or provide othe
r benefits relating to sensation and staining pattern. The filter may be made fr
om pressed, formed or extruded acetate.

In a further embodiment of the smoking article, the chamber contains loose filtr
ation material, retained by the second Filter or suitable means preventing escap
e of the loose material. The loose filtration material is preferably granulated
carbon, providing loose carbon particles in the chamber.

Figures 7 to 21 show four embodiments of flavour delivery systems, for providing
flavourants. Any of the embodiments of the flavour delivery systems may be used
with any of the embodiments of smoking article described in Figures 1 to 6, unl

ess otherwise stated.

Figures 7a to 9b show a first embodiment of a flavour delivery system in a smoki
ng article 50. Smoking article 50 comprises a variable length chamber 55, substa
ntially as described in any of the embodiments above. The smoking article 50 com
prises a tobacco unit 51, which may comprise a tobacco rod and first filter as d
escribed with respect to Figures 1 to 3 or 5 to 6b, or only a tobacco rod as des
cribed with respect to Figure 4. The chamber 55 is defined between the tobacco u
nit 51 and a filter or stain binder 54. The Ffilter or stain binder 54 will be re
ferred to as Filter 54.

A flexible elongate substrate 57 is located in the chamber 55. The substrate 57
has a first end attached to the tobacco unit 51. The substrate 57 has a second e
nd attached adjacent the mouthpiece end of the smoking article, attached to the
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sleeve 53 or to the filter 54. The substrate 57 is preferably a strip of flexib
le material, in particular, a strip of paper.

When the smoking article is In a retracted state, as shown in Figures 7a and 7b,
the substrate 57 is folded against itself. Preferably, the substrate 57 has a p
lurality of folds 58 such that several sections of substrate 57 face an adjacent
section of substrate 57, and are in close proximity to such an opposing section
. Flavouring units 59 containing a source of flavouring are attached between the
facing sections of substrate 57. Flavouring units 59 are inhibited from releasi
ng flavouring by being covered by the facing sections of substrate 57. The sour
ce of flavouring may be locked in a weak glue bound parcel.

Figures 8a and 8b show the smoking article 50 in a partially extended state. The
separation of the tobacco unit 51 and filter 54 is increased from the retracted
state. The substrate 57 is extended by a reduction in the angle of folds. The f
lavouring units 59 are divided into a first flavouring portion attached to a fir
st facing surface of the substrate 57, and a second flavouring portion attached

to a second, opposed, facing surface of the substrate 57. The Ffirst and second

portions may be
lavouring portions release the flavourings into the chamber 55. Alternatively t
he flavouring units 59 may remain whole, and release flavouring by being uncover

“

cracked” apart in a non-reversible separation. The detached F

ed, i.e. separated from, an adjacent covering section of substrate 57.

Alternatively, the source of flavouring may be contained within microcapsules. T
he microcapsules are configured to be ruptured by the separation of facing surfa
ces of the substrate.

Figures 9a and 9b show the smoking article 50 in a fully extended state. The sep
aration of the tobacco unit 51 and filter 54 is increased from the partially ext
ended state. The substrate 57 is further extended by an additional reduction in
the angle of folds 58. The substrate 57 is not taut, and does not inhibit or aff
ect the extension of the smoking article 50. The flavouring units 59 are located
at intervals along the whole length of the substrate 57, providing for a diffus
e release of flavourings over the length of the chamber 55.

Figures 10a and 10b show a perspective view of the smoking article 50 in a retra
cted state and extended state respectively. The substrate 57 may be formed of a
suitable strip of flexible material, which can support flavouring units 59.. The
substrate 57 is preferably of paper, and may be of board weight. Alternatively,
the substrate 57 may be formed of a metallic foil strip. The flavouring units 5
9 are formed as a series of dots on the substrate 59.

Figures 11 to 15c show a second embodiment of a flavour delivery system in a smo
king article 60. Smoking article 60 comprises a variable length chamber 65, subs
tantially as described in any of the embodiments above. The smoking article 60 c
omprises a tobacco unit 61, which may comprise a tobacco rod and filter as descr
ibed with respect to Figures 1 to 3 or 5 to 6b, or only a tobacco rod as describ
ed with respect to Figure 4. The chamber 65 is defined between the tobacco unit
61 and a filter or stain binder 64. The filter or stain binder 64 will be referr
ed to as filter 64.
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A fTlexible elongate substrate 67 is located in the chamber 65. The substrate 67

has a First end attached to the tobacco unit 61. The substrate 67 extends throug
h an aperture in the filter 64, and has a second end outside of the chamber 65 a
nd beyond the filter 64. The substrate 67 is preferably a flexible string. The

second end of the substrate 67 may be provided with an enlarged section 68, to p
revent the second end of the substrate 67 passing though the filter 64. The enl
arged section 68 may be formed by a knot in the substrate 67.

Figure 11 shows the smoking article 60 in a retracted state. The substrate 67 ex
tends through the filter 64 and the majority of the length of the substrate 67 i
s outside of the chamber 65, rearward of the Filter 64. The substrate 67 is coat
ed with a flavouring, preferably in the form of a wax incorporating the source o
f flavouring. The flavouring is preferably menthol.

Figure 12 shows the smoking article 60 in a partially extended state. The separa
tion of the tobacco unit 61 and filter 64 is increased from the retracted state.
The substrate 64 is drawn through the filter 64 as the smoking article is exten
ded, and is taut within the chamber 65. As the substrate is drawn through the fi
Iter 64, some of the flavouring coated on the substrate 67 is absorbed into the

Ffilter 64.

Figure 13 shows the smoking article 60 in a fully extended state. The separation

of the tobacco unit 61 and filter 64 is increased from the partially extended s
tate. The substrate 67 is taut within the chamber 65, and the enlarged section 6
8 i1s adjacent the filter 64. The enlarged section 68 may be used to limit extens
ion of the smoking article 60, since further extension is not possible once the
enlarged section 68 abuts the filter 64. The chamber 65 receives flavouring, in
particular menthol, from the substrate 67.

Figure 14 shows a package 70 containing smoking articles 60 substantially as des
cribed above. The package comprises a first compartment 71 for receiving a plura
lity of smoking articles 60. The smoking articles 60 are stored in the package 7
0 In the retracted state. The smoking articles 60 extend vertically in the first
compartment. A second compartment 72 is formed vertically below the Ffirst compa
rtment, and is separated from the first compartment by a divider 73. The divider
73 has an array of apertures 74, one aperture 74 aligned with the intended posi
tion of one smoking article 60 in the First compartment. The second compartment
72 acts as a reservoir containing a flavouring 75 in liquid form.

Each of the smoking articles 60 are arranged in the package 70 with the substrat
e 67 extending downwardly, through an aperture 74 and into the second compartmen
t 72. The substrate 67 extends into the reservoir of liquid flavouring 75. Thus,
substantially the whole substrate is moisturised by the liquid flavouring 75 in
the package 70. The substrates 67 are preferably not initially coated with a w
ax containing the flavouring, since the flavouring from the reservoir soaks in t
o the substrate 67.

As a smoking article 60 is extracted from the package 70, the substrate 67 exten
ds below the filter 64 and is pulled through the aperture 74. Excess liquid flav
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ouring 75 may run off the substrate 67 as the smoking article 60 is lifted. The
smoking article 60 may then be extended as described, introducing the flavouring
75 into the filter 64 and chamber 65.

Figures 15a, 15b and 15c show a variant of the smoking article 60. Figure 15a sh
ows the smoking article 60 In a retracted state. The substrate 67 is outside of

the filter 64, and is coiled into a spiral, within the diameter of the smoking a
rticle 60. Figure 15b shows the smoking article 60 in a partially extended state
. A portion of the substrate 67 has been pulled into the chamber 65, from the iIn
side of the spiral. Figure 15c shows the smoking article 60 in a fully extended

state. The substrate 67 extends fully within the chamber 65 and filter 64. The e
nlarged section 68 abuts the Ffilter 64.

Figures 16, 17 and 18 show a third embodiment of the flavour delivery system in
a smoking article 80. Smoking article 80 comprises a variable length chamber def
ined in a sleeve 83 formed as a cylindrical tube, substantially as described in
any of the embodiments above. The smoking article 80 comprises a tobacco unit 81
, which may comprise a tobacco rod and Ffilter as described with respect to Figur
es 1 to 3 or 5 to 6b, or only a tobacco rod as described with respect to Figure
4. The chamber is defined between the tobacco unit 81 and a filter or stain bind
er 84. The filter or stain binder 84 will be referred to as filter 84.

The sleeve 83 is co-axial with the tobacco unit 81, and surrounds an end of the
tobacco unit 81. The tobacco unit 81 is movable in a longitudinal direction with
in the sleeve 83, iIn order to vary the length of the chamber. The tobacco unit 8
1 is also rotatable relative to the sleeve 83 about a longitudinal axis. The rel
ative rotation of the tobacco unit 81 and sleeve 83 releases flavouring into the
chamber .

The extension and rotation of the sleeve are preferably independent. Alternative
ly, the rotation and extension may be linked. In particular, rotation of the sle
eve may actuate extension of the smoking article, and/or rotation of the smoking
article may actuate extension of the sleeve.

Figures 17 and 18 show capsules 89 containing a source of flavouring located wit
hin the extendable cigarette 80. The capsules are preferably micro-capsules. Pre
ferably, the capsules 89 contain menthol flavouring, or may contain another flav
ouring or substance. The capsules 89 are affixed to an exterior surface of the t
obacco unit 81, on a portion of the tobacco unit 81 which is covered by the slee
ve 83 over the whole range of extensions of the smoking article 80. Grinding ele
ments 88 are provided on an interior surface of the sleeve 83 in the form of one
or more protrusions. The grinding elements 88 extend inwardly from the sleeve 8
3, and are configured to crush the capsules 89 on rotation, to release flavourin
g from the capsules 89.

The grinding elements 88 preferably have a substantially pyramid shape, with the
apex pointing radially inwardly. A plurality of grinding elements 88 extend in
one or more longitudinally extending rows. Preferably, a plurality of rows of gr
inding elements 88 are equally spaced around the circumference of the sleeve 83.

Preferably, there are four rows of grinding elements 88.
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Alternatively, the capsules 89 may be affixed to the interior surface of the sle
eve 83, and the grinding elements 88 attached to the exterior surface of the tob
acco unit 81.

The grinding elements have been described as breaking the capsules containing fl
avouring when rotated relative to the capsules. Alternatively, the grinding elem
ents may be configured to break the capsules when there is relative longitudinal
movement between the sleeve and tobacco unit. The grinding elements may be conf
igured to break the capsules when there is relative longitudinal movement and ro
tation between the sleeve and tobacco unit.

Figures 19 to 21 show a fourth embodiment of the flavour delivery system in a sm
oking article 90. The smoking article 90 comprises a variable length chamber 95
defined in a sleeve 93 formed as a cylindrical tube, substantially as described

in any of the embodiments above. The smoking article 90 comprises a tobacco un
it 91, which may comprise a tobacco rod and filter as described with respect to
figures 1 to 3 or 5 to 6b, or only a tobacco rod as described with respect to fi
gure 4. The chamber is defined between the tobacco unit 91 and a Filter or stai
n binder 94. The Tilter or stain binder 94 will be referred to as filter 94.

The smoking article 90 comprises one or more compartments containing a source of
Fflavouring. The compartments 99 are formed on an exterior surface of the sleev
e 93. The compartments 99 extend radially beyond the exterior surface of the sl
eeve 99. A frangible membrane separates a compartment 99 from the chamber 95.
Preferably, there are two of said compartments on the sleeve 93. Preferably, t
he compartments 99 are located diametrically opposite to each other.

The sleeve 93 may further comprise a window 98. The window 98 is formed of a tr
ansparent material allowing viewing of the chamber 95. The window 98 allows the
flavouring to be viewed when introduced into the chamber 95.

In order to dispense the flavouring, a radial force is applied to one or more of
the compartments 99. The radial force applied to a radially outward facing sur
face of the compartment causes the frangible membrane to break. The source of t
he flavouring can then enter the chamber 95.

The Fflavouring can only be released into the chamber 95 when the smoking article
90 is in a sufficiently extended state. When the smoking article 90 is in a re
tracted state, the tobacco unit 91 covers the frangible membranes, and so the co
mpartments 99 do not overlie the space of the chamber 95.

In a further embodiment of a flavour delivery system, one or more filter section
s comprise capsules containing a source of flavouring. The capsules may be singl
e capsules or double capsules, containing menthol or other substances such as wa
ter.

In a further embodiment, capsules containing a source of flavouring are in the c
hamber .
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The smoking article of any embodiment is configured to release the source of fla
vouring, or allow the source of flavouring to be released, as the smoking articl
e Is extended. Alternatively, the release of flavouring may be independent of th
e extension of the smoking article.

The ventilation of the smoking article may depend on the extension. In particula
r, the ventilation may be varied as ventilation apertures in the tobacco unit an
d/or sleeve are covered or uncovered by the other of the tobacco unit and sleeve
. The ventilation may affect the release of flavouring, or amount of flavourant
exiting the mouth end of the smoking article. Therefore, the amount of flavourin
g may be variable, depending on the extension.

The filter of any embodiment may be impregnated with a flavouring, e.g. menthol.

One or both of the Ffirst or second Ffilters of any embodiment may be provided wi
th threads impregnated with a source of flavouring. The threads may extend subst
antially longitudinally, or may not have a uniform orientation.

“

As used herein, the terms flavour” and “ flavourant” refer to materials whic
h, where local regulations permit, may be used to create a desired taste or arom
a In a product. They may include extracts e.g., licorice, hydrangea, Japanese wh
ite bark magnolia leaf, chamomile, fenugreek, clove, menthol, Japanese mint, ani
seed, cinnamon, herb, wintergreen, cherry, berry, peach, apple, Dramboui, bourbo
n, scotch, whiskey, spearmint, peppermint, lavender, cardamon, celery, cascarill
a, nutmeg, sandalwood, bergamot, geranium, honey essence, rose oil, vanilla, lem
on oil, orange oil, cassia, caraway, cognac, jasmine, ylang-ylang, sage, fennel,
piment, ginger, anise, coriander, coffee, or a mint oil from any species of the
genus Menth a), flavour masking agents, bitterness receptor site blockers, rece
ptor site enhancers, sweeteners e.g., sucralose, acesulfame potassium, aspartame
, saccharine, cyclamates, lactose, sucrose, glucose, fructose, sorbitol, or mann
itol, and other additives such aschlorophyll, minerals, botanicals, or breath fr
eshening agents, as may be permitted by individual jurisdictions. They may be im
itation, synthetic or natural ingredients or blends thereof. They may be in any
suitable form, for example, oil, liquid, or powder.

In use, a smoking article according to any of the embodiments described is prefe
rably packaged in a retracted state. In order to use, the user extends the smok
ing article by urging apart the sleeve and tobacco units in at least a longitudi
nal direction. The user may light the tobacco in a conventional manner. The le
ngth of the chamber may be used to vary the properties of the smoking article.

In order to extinguish the smoking article, the user may press the lit tobacco e
nd against any suitable extinguishing surface. When the user holds the sleeve t
0 extinguish the cigarette, the tobacco unit will be urged into the sleeve along
the longitudinal axis until the remaining tobacco unit is covered by the sleeve
- The burnt tobacco rod is therefore not visible in a side view of the extingui
shed smoking article.

The tobacco unit and mouthpiece filter of any embodiment may be provided separat
ely in a package. In particular, for the embodiment of Figures 4, the mouthpiece
Filter may initially be separate from the remainder of the extendable smoking a
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rticle. The user may insert the filter longitudinally into the sleeve in order t
o complete the formation of the extendable smoking article. The restraining mean
s described allows longitudinal insertion from the rearward end, and prevents th
e Filter from subsequently being pulled out.

The Ffilter may be individually wrapped or wrapped in a bundle prior to insertion
, and in particular, may be wrapped in foil. The tipping element may be housed 1
n the pack of smoking articles, preferably in a separate part of the pack to the
smoking articles.

Any of the features of any embodiment may be combined with any of the features o
f any other embodiment. In particular, any of the embodiments of smoking articl
e may or may not have a Filter section adjoining the cylinder of tobacco.

The smoking article has been described as extendable. Alternatively, the smoking
article may have a fixed length. The first part may only be rotatable relative
to the second part. The flavouring may be released, or may be able to be release
d, by rotation of the sleeve without changing the length of the smoking article.
Alternatively, the smoking article may have a fixed length and the release of f
lavouring may be manually actuated without relative movement of first and second
parts of the smoking article.

Claims

1. A smoking article comprising:

a First part comprising a source of smokable material;

a second part having at least an end configured to be movable relative to
the first part; and

a chamber defined by the first part and/or second part;

the smoking article further comprising a source of flavouring releasable
into the smoking article.

2. The smoking article as claimed in claim 1 wherein the second part compris
es a sleeve, or, the first part further comprises a sleeve and the second part c
omprises a Tilter moveable relative to the sleeve.

3. A smoking article as claimed in claim 1 or 2 wherein the smoking article

is an extendable smoking article, such that the length of the chamber is variabl
e.

4. A smoking article as claimed in claim 3 wherein the smoking article is co

nfigured to release the source of flavouring, or allow the source of flavouring
to be released, as the smoking article is extended.

5. A smoking article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims further c
omprising a flexible elongate substrate within the chamber,

wherein a Ffirst end of the substrate is moveable with the First part, and a seco
nd end of the substrate is moveable with the second part;

wherein the substrate is configured to extend from a folded state to an unfolded
state as the first part is moved relative to the second part, and

the source of flavouring is covered between two facing sections of the substrate
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in the folded state and uncovered as the facing sections move apart into the un
folded state.

6. A smoking article as claimed in claim 5 wherein the source of flavouring
is a plurality of discrete flavouring units attached to both of the two facing f
aces of the substrate in the folded state, and the flavouring units are configur
ed to divide in the unfolded state into a first flavouring portion attached to o
ne of the two facing sections of the substrate, and a second flavouring portion
attached to the other of the two facing sections of the substrate.

7. A smoking article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein t
he First part comprises a first filter attached to the source of smokable materi
al and/or the second part comprises a second filter connected to the sleeve.

8. A smoking article as claimed in any of claims 1 to 4 or 7 comprising a fi
Iter connected to the sleeve, and a flexible elongate substrate extending throug
h said filter and at least partially coated with a source of flavouring;

wherein a First end of the substrate is moveable with the first part, whe
rein the substrate is configured to be drawn through said filter as the first pa
rt is moved relative to the second part.

9. A smoking article as claimed in claim 8 wherein the substrate is coiled a
djacent to said filter and outside of the chamber.

10. A smoking article as claimed in claim 8 or 9 wherein the substrate is pro
vided with an enlarged section having a lateral dimension larger than the substr
ate passable through the second filter, to prevent further movement of the subst
rate when the enlarged section abuts the second filter.

11. A smoking article as claimed in claim 8, 9 or 10 wherein the substrate is
a string coated with a wax containing the source of flavouring.

12. A smoking article as claimed in any ones of claims 1 to 4 wherein the sec
ond part is rotatable about a longitudinal axis relative to the first part;
wherein a surface of the first part facing the second part is provided wi
th one of: a plurality of capsules containing the source of flavouring or one or
more protruding features,
wherein a surface of the second part facing the first part is provided wi
th the other one of: a plurality of capsules containing the source of flavouring
or one or more protruding features, and
the one or more protruding features is configured to crush the capsules as the f
irst part rotates relative to the second part.

13. A smoking material as claimed in claim 12 wherein the first part is slida

ble longitudinally relative to the second part to vary the length of the chamber

wherein said longitudinal sliding is independent of said rotation about a
longitudinal axis.

14. A smoking article as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 further comprisi
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ng one or more compartments formed on an exterior surface of the first part or s
econd, and

a Ffrangible membrane separating a said compartment from the chamber,
wherein the one or more compartments contain the source of flavouring.

15. A smoking article as claimed in claim 14 wherein the first or second part
further comprises a transparent window allowing viewing of the chamber.

16. A smoking article as claimed in claim 14 or 15 wherein the first part or
second part is moveable between a retracted position covering said frangible mem
brane(s) to inhibit breakage of the frangible membrane, and an extended position

in which the first or second part does not cover the frangible membrane such th
at the frangible membrane can be broken into the chamber.

17. A smoking article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein t
he chamber comprises loose particles, and preferably, loose carbon particles.

18. A smoking article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein t
he second part comprises a sleeve, and the sleeve is formed as a cylindrical tub
e slidable around the source of smokable material.

19. A smoking article as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 17 wherein the sec
ond part comprises a sleeve, and the sleeve is formed as a concertina in order t
o vary the length of the sleeve and chamber.

20. A package, comprising;

a First compartment containing a plurality of smoking articles as claimed in cla
im 7; and

a second compartment containing a liquid source of flavouring; and

a divider separating the first and second compartments, wherein the divider has
a plurality of apertures,

wherein a said substrate of a smoking article extends through an aperture in the
divider, and into the liquid source of flavouring in the second compartment.

21. A smoking article as hereinbefore described and shown with reference to a
ny one of the accompanying drawings.
Abstract

Smoking article

A smoking article (10) comprising a source of smokable material (11); and a slee
ve (13) coupled to the source of smokable material and defining a chamber (15).
The sleeve has a distal end configured to be movable relative to the source of s
mokable material. The smoking article (10) further comprises a source of flavour
ing releasable into the smoking article.
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