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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JACOB R. ETTER, OF CRAWFORDS WILLE, INDIANA. 

HEAD-REST FOR CHAIRS. 

1,008,456. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JACOB R. ETTER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Crawfordsville, in the county of Montgom 
ery and State of Indiana, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Head 
Rests for Chairs; and I do declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, and to the let 
ters and figures of reference marked thereon, 
which form a part of this specification. 
This invention relates to the type of head 

rest that is adapted to be universally ad 
justable, the invention having reference par 
ticularly to the adjusting apparatus and also 
to the bolster or that part upon which the 
head directly rests in use. 
The primary object is to provide anim 

proved adjustable head-rest for barbers 
chairs, and adapted also for use on invalids' 
chairs as well as for chairs for other uses; a 
further object being to provide a head sup 
porting bolster that will be adapted to af 
ford comfortable support for the head by 
directly supporting a relatively large amount 
of surface of the rear portion of the head, 
and which will be adapted to be self ad 
justing to different sizes of heads, the un 
derlying purpose being to permit the occu 
pant of the chair to place his head in a com 
fortable position and then allow his muscles 
to relax so as to be restful, then allowing 
the barber or attendant to adjust the Sup 
port so as to move the head to the desired 
position without moving the head with re 
spect to the Support. 
A still further object is to provide an ad 

justable head-rest, which will be adapted to 
be constructed simply and cheaply and not 
be obstructive to the operator working about 
the back of the chair. 
The invention consists in an improved 

head-rest comprising a self-adjusting bolster, 
and a stem of novel construction for Sup 
porting the bolster; the invention consisting 
further in the novel parts and in the com 
binations and arrangements of parts as here 
inafter particularly described and claimed. 

Referring to the drawings Figure 1 is a 
perspective view of a chair body including 
its back to which the improved head-rest is 
applied; Fig. 2, a rear elevation of the head 
rest with the bolster approximately hori 
zontal; Fig. 3, a perspective view of a part 
of the stem; Fig. 4, a top plan of the bolster 
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devoid of upholstering; Fig. 5, a section on 
the line A. Ain Fig. 2; Fig. 6, a section on 
the line B B in Fig. 2; Fig. 7, a perspective 
yiew of a part of the socket of the support 
ing stem: Fig. 8, a section on the plane of 
the line C C in Fig. 6: Fig. 9, a perspective 
view of the main part of the socket of the 
supporting stem; and, Fig. 10, a side eleva 
tion of the main part of the socket slightly 
modified. 

Similar reference characters in the differ 
ent figures of the drawings indicate corre 
Sponding elements or features of construc 
tion referred to herein. 

In the drawings, numeral 1 indicates the 
body, and 2 the adjustable back of a barber's 
chair, the upper portion of the back being 
provided with a suitable retainer, 3, pro 
vided with a latch, 4, for adjustably sup 
porting a staff, 5, with which head-rests are 
usually provided, such construction being 
Well known and permitting the head-rest to 
be removed from the chair back, the staff 
usually having ratchet-teeth 6 thereon to be 
engaged by the latch. For the purpose of 
the present invention the upper end of the 
staff 5 is preferably provided with a head 

so as to be conveniently made separately 
from the other parts of the head-rest and at 
tached thereto. 
The improved stem preferably comprises 

a concavo-convex main socket part 8 having 
a shank 9 thereon which has a shoulder 97 
on its upper portion, the shank preferably 
having a coupling-head 10 thereon adapted 
to be connected to the head 7 by means of 
bolts 11; or the shank may have a staff 5' 
formed integrally therewith of suitable de 
sign to be connected to such device as the 
chair backs may be provided with. One 
side of the socket part 8 has an ear 12 there 
on in which are two rivet holes 13 and 13, 
and the opposite side has another ear 14 
thereon in which is an aperture 15 to re 
ceive a clamp-screw. The upper portion of 
the socket part has a concave recess 16 there 
in. Another socket part 17 is also concavo 
convex in contour and with the main part 8 
constitutes a spherically shaped clamping 
Socket, the part 17 being partially supported 
on the shoulder 9, and having an ear 18 
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thereon corresponding to the ear 12; the ear 
18 having rivet holes 19 and 19 therein. 
The part 17 has also an ear 20 thereon in 
which is a screw-threaded hole 21. The up 
per portion of the part 17 has a concave re 
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cess 16' therein which is opposite the recess as may be desired. The bolster therefore 50 
16 SO as to form a circular opening in the 
upper portion of the Wall of the socket. 
The two ears 12 and 18 are secured together 
by means of two rivets 22 and 22 which 
firmly secure the two parts of the socket to 
gether at one side, and they are connected 
at the opposite side by means of a clamp 
screw 23 inserted in the ear 20 and having 
a collar 23 thereon engaging the ear 14, 
the clamp-screw being provided with a hand 
wheel 24. A ball 25 is fitted properly and 
placed between the two socket parts and has 
a neck 26 thereon which extends through 
the opening in the top of the socket, and the 
neck has a head 27 thereon preferably pro 
vided with ears 28, 28. 
A bolster of novel construction is provided, 

which comprises two wings 29 and 29' hav 
ing hinged members 30, 30 whereby they 
are hingedly connected to the ears 28, 28 
by means of a hinge-pin 31. The two wings 
are substantially shell-like in contour, the 
upper sides being concave so that the two 
wings together form a bowl shaped recep 
tacle for the back of the head, being adapted 
to in normal position fit the contour of a 
relatively small head. The wings prefer 
ably have cushions 32 and 32 thereon re 
spectively which abut one another in the 
plane of the hinge-pin so that the back of 
the head may be directly supported. A 
plate 33 is secured by a screw 34 or similar 
device upon the head 27, and it has two 
spring arms 35 and 35’ extending against 
the under sides of the wing of the bolster 
to hold them in normal position, but permit 
ting the ends of the Wings to yield slightly 
and thus enable the bolster to accommodate 
itself to relatively larger heads. 
In practical use, the wheel 24 is manipu 

lated as may be desired, and when the ball 
25 is held securely against movement through 
exercise of the neck muscles of the occupant 
of the chair, the barber or operator is able 
to move the ball in the socket so as to adjust 
the bolster as may be desired; and it is ap 
parent that the clamp-screw 23 may be slack 
ened so that the ball may be moved as easily 

may be moved by the head of the occupant, 
if desired, and affords comfortable support 
for heads of various sizes. 
Having thus described the invention what 

is claimed as new, is- - 
1. A head-rest including a Supporting 

head, two concavo-convex wings hinged to 
the head and constituting an expansible 
bowl-shaped bolster, the hinged portions of 
the wings abutting each other, and two 
spring-arms mounted on the head in prox 
imity to the hinged portions and yieldingly 
supporting the free end portions of the 
wings. 

2. In a head-rest, the combination of a 
head member, two pivoting ears on the head 
member, two bowl-shaped wings hingedly 
connected together and to the said ears, a 
supporting shank on said head member, two 
curved spring-arms mounted on said head 
member and extending to the nearer sides 
of said wings and yieldingly supporting 
the free end portions thereof respectively, 
and two separate cushions on the two wings 
respectively, each cushion being on the con 
cavely shaped side of the wing. 

3. In a head-rest, the combination of a 
head member, a supporting shank on one 
side of said member, pivoting ears on the 
opposite side of said member, a hinge pin 
connected to the ears, a concavo-convex wing 
having a hinge member connected to the 
hinge pin, a concavo-convex wing having 
two hinge members connected also to the 
hinge pin, and a plate secured to the said 
head member between the ears and having 
two oppositely-extending curved spring 
arms thereon, one spring-arm having its 
free end in contact with the convex side of 
one of the Wings, and the other spring-arm 
having its free end in contact with the con 
vex side of the other one of the wings. 
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
JACOB R. ETTER. 

Witnesses: 
HARRY D. PIERSON, 
E. T. SILVIUS. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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