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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, IevaTrus GERACI, re-
siding in the city of Washington, District of
Columbia, have invented a new and Im-

roved Tailor’s Appliance, of which the fol-
owing is a specification.

My invention has for its object to provide
an economical and simple appliance more
especially adapted for use by merchant
tailors. :

In the operation of marking off the pattern
on the cloth from which the garment or suit-
ing is to be made, the merchant. tailor or
cutter generally uses one or more pieces of
chalk of special designs, commonly known as
“cutters’ chalk’”, and also requires weights,
usually the cutter’s scissors, for holding the
cloth flatwise upon the cutting table. In
using the chalk, it is necessary to keep the
beveled edges sharp, and that the cutter usu-
ally does by scraping the edge of the chalk
with a knife blade, and ofttimes with the
scissors blade. This method of sharpening
the chalk has many disadvantages, first, the
danger of the chalk shavings falling or scat-
tering over the cloth, the producing of a
rough or broken marking edge on the chalk
and ‘the rapid consumption of the chalk.

My invention has for its purpose to pro-
vide a simple neat and inexpensive appli-
ance or device, which can be conveniently
utilized as a weight for holding the cloth
piece from which the garment is to.be cut,
flatwise on the table, which has means for

quickly and properly sharpening the chalk

edges, under the minimum danger of break-
ing the said edges; and which also serves as
a means for collecting the chalk shavings so
that none of the loose chalk is allowed to fall
or scatter upon the goods to be cut.

- With the above objects in view, my inven-
tion consists of an appliance for the purposes
stated embodying certain details of con-
struction and arrangement of parts herein-
after described, and specifically pointed out
in the appended claims, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing in which:—

Figure 1, is a view that illustrates the ap-
pliance as being utilized as weights for hold-
ing down cloth to be cut. TFig. 2, is a per-
spective view of the device and illustrates
the manner in which the chalk is passed over
the sharpening-blade. TFig. 3, is a longitu-
dinal section, and showing the manner in
which the top or cover plate is applied to the
hollow body. Fig. 4, 1s a longitudinal sec-

tion thereof, the cover being shown to its
closed and locked position. Fig. 5, is a
cross section of the appliance taken substan-
tially on the line 5—5 of Fig. 4, with the
line of section running lengthwise of the
knife slot, and illustrating a slight modifica-
tion of the external shape of the sides of the
appliance as hereinafter more fully described.

In the practical construction, my im-
provement comprises a hollow body a pref-
erably of metal glass or other heavy mate-
rial, so that the said body will serve as a
weight, it having a flat smooth bottom
whereby it can be readily shifted or slid over
cloth from one place to another during the
operation of marking off or cutting the pat-
tern. )

The body a is preferably made tapering in
cross section from the bottom to the top,
with rounded corners, and sides may be or-
namented by grooving the same lengthwise
as at ¢’ on Fig. 2, the grooves also serving
as finger holds, for readily grasping it, or
they may be smooth as in Fig. 5, especially
when the appliance is to be used as an ad-
vertising media to give a large surface for an
advertisement on each side, it being under-
stood that the ends might be also thus
utilized.
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b designates a flat top or cover plate, the-

tull length of the hollow body a—whose up-
per edges a® are flat and in the same plane,
to provide for the snug fitting thereon of the
end and side edges I%’ b? of the cover, as
clearly shown in Figs. 4 and 5. To provide
for conveniently and positively locking the
top b onto the body @, the latter has the inner
upper edge of one of its ends inclined to pro-
duce an undercut flange o° and its opposite
end, in a plane with the said flange a°,
formed with a threaded horizontal aperture

a’ to receive a clamp screw ¢ having a milled’
head ¢’ and provided for engaging the pend-

ent cross flange ® that has a depression b*
in the front face which is slightly beveled in-
wardly so the flange will make a close fit with
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that end of the body when closed down as

shown in Fig. 4. At the other end the cover
or top plate b has the pendent cross flange "
whose outer face inclines outwardly whereby
to snugly fit under the flange ¢® and thereby
lock that end of the cover plate to the body
a it being readily apparent that in fitting the
top b onto the body @, as in the manner
shown in Fig. 3, that when the top is closed
down the members a® and b7-will engage, and
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by a slight turhi of the screw ¢, the top  will
be shifted lengthwise sufficiently to make a
tight interlocking of the flanges a® and 47, the
front end being clamped by the screw, thus a
simple but positive locking of the top b on the

body @ and thereby overcome danger of the

top coming off and spilling the chalk powder
onto the cloth, thus making the appliance
well adapted as a weight.

The top b about midway its length has a
diagonally disposed slot % and a diagonally
disposed lug ?°, having an inclined face for
receiving the cutting planer blade d, whose
cutting edge extends up through the slot bs,
the said blade being adjustably mounted on
the lug 8° by the set screw ¢?, as clearly shown
in the drawing. -

From the foregoing taken in connection
with the drawing, the advantages and the
uses for which my invention is adapted will

* be readily understood. The same while pro-

viding & suitable weight for holding down the

- cloth, also serves as a ready means for sharp-
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ening the chalk (see Fig. 2) and also for col-
lecting the chalk dust or shavings (see Figs.
3—4 and 5) its advantage as an advertising
media being' also apparent. :

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is:—

1. An appliance of the character stated,
comprising a hollow body—having an under-

“of one of its ends
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cut ihnher edge at one end, a non-rotatable

cover plate having a slot, and an inclined

pendent flange for interlocking with the said
undercut inner edge of the hollow body, a

.cutter blade mounted on the under side of

the cover plate that codperates with the slot,
and means at the other end of the hollowbody

“for locking that end of the cover plate to its

closed position. R

2. As anew article of manufacture, an ap-
pliance of the character stated, comprising g
hollow body adapted for forming a weight,
said hollow body E
inclined outwardly to form
an undercut flange, a clamp screw mounted
through the other end of the body in line
with the undercut flange, a cover plate hav-
ing a transversely diagonal slot and & pend-

ent lug inclined on its face adjacent the slot, -

a cutter blade adjustably mounted on the
said lug for codperating with the slot, one end
of the inner plate having a pendent rear-
wardly inclined flange for engaging the un-
dercut flange on the hollow body, the oppo-
site end of the cover having a pendent trans-
verse flange having a socket for receiving the
end of the clamp screw, all being arranged
substantially as shown and desecribed.
IGNATIUS GERACI.

- Witnesses:

J. JEROME LicuTFOOT,

FrANK PIRRONE.
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