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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, THOMAS J. GoRDON, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Eureka Springs, in the county of Carroll 

5 and State of Arkansas, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Clothes 
Pins; and I do declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the 

lo art to Which it appertains to make and use 
the Same, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, and to letters of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this Specification. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a front view of 
the invention showing part of a line with 
cloth Secured thereto and Fig. 2 is an en 
larged view in perspective of the pin. Y 
This invention has relation to certain new 

2O and useful improvements in clothes pins, and 
is designed to provide a simple, convenient, 
and effective article of this character formed 
from a single piece of wire; and the inven 
tion consists in the novel construction and 

25 combination of parts, all as hereinafter de 
scribed and pointed out in the appended 
claim. 

Referring te the accompanying drawings, 
the letter A designates a section of a clothes 

3o line in connection with which I have shown 
tWO of my improved pins. Said pin is formed 
from a single piece of wire, bent at its cen 
tral portion to form an eye or coil a which en 
gages the line. From each end portion of 

35 said coil the wire is bent upwardly at substan 
tially right angles, forming the two parallel 
arms bb. From these arms the two branches 
of the Wire are bent horizontally in opposite 
directions and substantially parallel with the 

4o plane of the eye or coil a, forming the arms 
CC. At the extremity of each of the arms c, c, 
the respective branches of the wire are bent 
down Wardly, forming each an arm d substan 
tially parallel with the armsb, b, and extend 

45 ing down to about the plane of the eye or 
coil C. At this point each branch of the wire 
is extended horizontally with an upward 
curve, and is doubled back upon itself, form 
ing a foote and carried upwardly, and hori 

So ZOntally, parallel with the arm d, and the 
arm c, to about the central portion of the 
latter where it is caused to engage said arm 

the line, forming the arm g. 
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with a turn or twistf, from which it is ex 
tended upwardly, and over in the plane' of 

55 
The two portions of the pin at opposite 

sides of the central eye or coil b, are counter 
parts of each other, as will appear from the 
drawings and the above description, the dou 
ble arms forming each a spring actuated foot 6c 
e arranged to bear on the line. The arms 9 
it will be observed form levers by which the 
feet e may be raised from the line. By press 
ing said levers toward each other, both of the 
feet may be raised simultaneously from bear- 65 
ing contact with the line, or either lever may 
be operated independently to raise one foot 
only. It will also be observed that the branches 
of the pin are raised to a considerable dis 
tance above the line, and out of the Way of 7o 
the clothes, which are engaged only by the 
feet e, e. Another important feature of thein 
vention consists in the use made of the end por 
tions of the wire forming the pin. These end 
portions, instead of being carried back along 75 
the wire where they would be liable to catch 
the clothes are bent upwardly in the manner 
above described, and are utilized to form the 
handles or levers. The manner in which 
these end portions are bent around the arms 8o 
c, c, gives the handles an increased leverage 
upon the feet. s 
A further important feature consists in the 

fact that the two arms b, b, leave the central 
coil at opposite sides of the line, bringing the 85 
adjacent end portions of the two branches of 
the pin out of the plane of each other, so that 
when the feet are raised, the two branches 
can pass each other. By this arrangement, 
the two branches of the pin need not be so far 9o 
from each other. 
The construction of the present pin, as 

above described, is such that the arms or 
branches bear on the line only at the feet 2, 
e, so that when the clothes are pushed under 95 
the feet, they are securely clamped to the 
line at this point, and cannot easily be dis 
engaged except by the intentional raising of 
the feet. 
Having described my invention, what I too 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
Sea 

The herein described improved clothespin 
formed from wire, and having two similar op 
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posite branches, one upon each side of a cen- or lever, the armsb of the respective branches 
tral eye or coil for the line, said branches leaving said eye or coil at opposite sides of 
consisting each of a vertical arm b, a hori- the line whereby the two branches are Zontal arm c extending from the upper end brought in different planes, substantially as 5 

5 of the arm b, and at a considerable distance specified. " - 
above the line, a depending arm d terminat- In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 
ing in a foote one of whose branches is ex- presence of two witnesses. 
tended back parallel with the arms d and c T. J. GORDON. 
to about the central portion of the latter Witnesses: 

Io where it is twisted around the said arm c, and A. DAVIS, 
thence extended upwardly to form a handle B. E. WOODRUFF. 

  


