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(57) Abstract: When a switching is made to an idle state where insulating fluid is circulated under such a state that a semiconductor
wafer W is not placed in a vacuum processing chamber and plasma is not created in the vacuum processing chamber, nitrogen gas
purging (N, purging) into the vacuum processing chamber is started and pressure in the vacuum processing chamber is controlled
to a specified level of about 27 Pa (200 mTorr). Consequently, a component placed in the vacuum processing chamber of a plasma
processing system can be prevented from being charged with a high voltage and insulating materials can be protected against break-
down due to discharge, or the like.
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