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This invention relates to an improved method 
Claim. 

of packing articles and holding the same in po 
Sition in a box, and is more particularly con 
cerned with the packing of chocolates, and 
other sweets and confectionery, although, as will 
be readily appreciated, it is applicable to the 
packing of other Small articles in one or more 
layers in a box. 

Heretofore the usual methods of packing choc 
olates in a box have been either to place each 
individual chocolate in a crinkled paper cup or, 
alternatively, to dispose a line of chocolates 
transversely across the box in a paper trough. 
In both cases, more especially the former, once 
a few chocolates have been removed from the 
layer the remaining chocolates are free to move 
about, with the result that it is no longer possible 
to pick out a particular type of chocolate with 
reference to its original position in the box, the 
chocolates rattle and rustle as the box is moved 
and the chocolates are liable to be damaged. 

It is, therefore, the Chief object of the pres 
ent invention to provide a simple and cheap 
method of packing chocolates and other Small 
articles in a box which Will overcome the above 
mentioned disadvantages. 
The method of packing articles and holding 

the same in position in a box according to the 
present invention comprises disposing the arti 
cles in the Selected positions, placing a sheet of 
rigid or Semi-rigid material having appropriately 
shaped holes, the edges of which are slit to form 
tabs, over the articles and then bringing said 
sheet down over the articles, thereby causing 
said tabs to become located up the sides of the 
articles in order to hold the same. 

According to a further feature of the present 
invention, signal or identification tabs are pro 
Wided around the edges of the apertures, these 
signal or identifiaction tabs being, when the rigid 
or Semi-rigid sheet is brought down about the 
chocolates or the like, adapted not only to be 
come located about the sides of the chocolates 
or the like but to extend above the holding tabs 
So as to provide a means of identifying the par 
ticular kinds of chocolates or the like. 
In order that this invention may be the more 

ciearly understood and readily carried into ef 
fect I Will proceed to describe the same with 
reference to the accompanying drawing, which 
illustrates by Way of example and not of limita 
tion one convenient embodiment of the present 
invention, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a box of 

chocolates packed according to the present in 
vention, 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the Seni 
rigid apertured member prior to being applied 
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about the chocolates, and 
Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary per 

spective view of a single packed chocolate. 
Referring now to the dra Wing, an ordinary 

chocolate box ?o of the required size is taken 
(the particular known form of box shown in the 
drawing has certain advantages which will be 
mentioned hereinafter) and the chocolates are 
arranged in the desired positions (and pattern if 
required) With, if desired, the interposition of 
One or more sheets of corrugated paper or the. 
like (not shown). Then a sheet of semi-rigid 
card i2 having holes 3 arranged at the required 
parts and of sizes approximating to the size of 
the chocolates f f is taken. The edges of the 
holes are previously slit to form Small tabs 4. 
This sheet of semi-rigid card 2 is then pressed 
down over the chocolates , whereupon the tabs 
i4 are pressed about the sides of the chocolates 
to hold the same neatly in the required position. 
The charged card 2 is then placed in the box 
(see more particularly Figure 3). When it is 
desired to remove a chocolate it is merely neces 
Sary to grip the same with a finger and thumb 
and then pull, whereupon the tabs 4 will give 
and the chocolate will be removed without in any 
Way affecting the other chocolates. 

If desired, the said semi-rigid sheet may be 
provided with side and end extensions 5 and 6 
respectively which lie up the sides and ends 
of the box and thus firmly locate the said sheet 
and hence the chocolates. It is in this connec 
tion that the known construction of box having 
flanged pieces fied at the ends is advantageous 
since the end extensions 6 are housed under 
these flanged pieces Ca. and all possibility of 
the sheet 2 being displaced is avoided. 

If it be desired to pack more than one layer, a 
base sheet may be laid over one packed layer 
and the packing operations repeated. 
In addition to overcoming the above-men 

tioned disadvantages of the previously proposed 
methods of packing chocolates, the present in 
vention is simple and cheap to carry out and, 
furthermore, has the advantage that the various 
types of chocolate may be designated, for ex 
ample, by means of appropriate indications 
printed on the semi-rigid sheet. 

Alternatively, signalling or indicating tabs 
| Such as it may be provided at an appropriate. 
part of the edge of the aperture, these signalling 
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tabs being larger than the holding tabs A and 
extending up the side of the chocolates when the 
box is packed. The heads of the signalling tabs 

which as shown are desirably of T shape may 
carry any suitable matter, such as a Word or 
number which Will enable the chocolates to be 
identified. 

It Will be appreciated that with the particular 
form of box 0 as shown in the drawing it is 
necessary to position the sheet 2 about the 
chocolates, f f before they are placed in a box 
but with an ordinary open-topped box the choco 
lates may be arranged in position on the bot 

O 

tom of the box before the sheet 2 is positioned 
about the same. 

I claim: 
In a package for Small articles, an outer box, 

a tray formed of resilient flexible material and 
fittable within said box and provided with a 

plurality of apertures Smaller than said articles 
respectively, the edges of said apertures having 
short radial slits forming short tongues there 
between, and a relatively long and large com 
bined signal and retaining tab of T-shape pro 
jecting radially from the edge of each of Said 
apertures toward the center thereof and having 
a relatively large head on its free end toward 
the center of said aperture, which head carries 
individual identifying indicia displayable across 
the top of the respective articles when said arti 
cles are inserted in said apertures, whereby when 
said articles are respectively inserted in said 
apertures said tongues resiliently grip and hold 
said articles, and said tab further resiliently grips 
and holds said articles and projects relatively far 
upwardly on the side of said article and identifies 
the respective article in each of said apertures. 
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