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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE W. JONES, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

TELEPHONE-COMPTOMETER.

1,055:917. . sSpecification of Letters Patent.  Patented Mar.11,1913.
T e L Application filed November 5, 1909. Serial No. 526,354. :

Toallwhomit- may concern: : '
- Be it.known..that I, Georee W. Jongs, a
citizéh of the United States; residing at Bos:
-aton, county of Suffolk, State of Massachu-
5 setts,i have: invented -an Improvement in
Telephotie-Comptometers, of which the fol-
lowing, -description, in connection with the
accempanying drawing, is a specification,
nlikescharacters on the drawing representing
10 like-parts. AR '

Thds:invention-has for its object to pro-

vide a novel counting attachment for coin-
controlled. devices by means of ‘which the
sameunt. of meney which has been deposited

15 through. the slot-of the coin-controlled de:

i ill be.indicated.

While ; the device is :capable of wuse in
congigetion with a variety of coin-controlled
de .it- has heen especially designed for

20 usein’:¢onnection with telcphones of that

typeiwherein the user deposits a coin -each

timé that the telephone is used..

Telephone., compdnies. are usually pre-

paredsto install a telephone service wherein
25 the,charge 1s-based on the number of calls,

_ the .provision. usually being added that a|

minbigum.. charge of a certain amount is
magde. for ¢ach month’s service regardless of
the,number of:-calls. Telephones installed
30 un hese conditions are frequently: pro-
vided; with a.coipn-controlled apparatus in-
cluding a’coin-receiving slot so that a coin
cquxigqunding to, the-charge for each call (a
DICKS .
35 Bfr the subscriber each time that a call is
made. . If- we suppose that the minimum
chargé for the month is $2.50 and the. charge
for each call is five cents, then a_ subscriber
is -obliged to pay for fifty calls each month,
40 whether he uses the telephone to that extent
or not, and each call over the fifty, of course,
costs him a nickel. When a telephone of
this nature is installed, a subscriber rarely
remembers how many calls he has made and
45 as the end of the month approaches he does
not. know whether he has used more than the
number of calls corresponding. to the mini-
mum charge or less than the number of
calls corresponding to the minimum charge.
50 If the subscriber could know at any time
during the month what proportion of the
fifty calls he has used he could often so
conduct his business as not to use any extra
calls during the month beyond that provided
6F for by the minimum charge.

My invention is a counting attachment

eing” a_common_charge) is deposited |
$ o] ) B s oy .

which 1s so arranged that every time a nicket
or other coin is deposited into. the coin-re-
ceiving slot, the attachment will register this
fact and a subscriber may, therefore, know
at all times just how many calls he has
used. ' o ' o
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Referring now to the drawings wherein I

have shown a selected embodiment of my in-

“vention, Figure 1 is a front view of the

lower portion of a telephone stand provided

with- the nickel-in-the-slot attachment, the.

telephone being omitted and showing my.
counting at{achment associated therewiths
Fig. 2 1s a side view of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a
vertical sectional view through my improved
counting attachment on the line »—, Fig.
4; Fig. 4 is a section on the line y—y, Fig.
3; Fig. 5 is a front clevation.

I have not deemed ‘it necessary to illus-
trate the whole telephone herein, but have
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simply shown the Jower portion of the back- -~
board 3 of a telephene, it being understood .

that the transmitier and receiver and other

telephenic apparatus are supported on the
upper end of-this board.

4 indicates the coin-in-the-slot attachment
which includes  the coin-receiving slot 5
through which the coin 6 is deposited each

time that the telephone is used. The coin’
6 may be-cne of any value, but as in most-of .

these telephones a five-cent piece is the regu-
lar charge, T will hereinafter refer to the
coin as a nickel. e I

As stated above, my lmprevement consists
in a counting device which is associated with
the coin-controlled apparatus 4 and which

serves to register the total amount of the

money deposited through-the coin-receiving.
slot 5. The counter hérein illustrated is in-
clesed in a casing 7 which. is attached to the
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back-board 3 and which houses-an indicat-- -

ing cylinder 8 which is graduated to indi-
cate dollars and cents. “Fhis cylinder is
mounted on a shaft 9 supporied by the cas-
ing and has rigid therewith s ratchet-wheel
10 that is engaged by a pawl 11 carried by
a rocking lever 12 that Is suitably secured
to a support 13. The eud 14 of the rocking

lever is moved by a reciprocating. actuator

15 which extends out beyond the casing and
which is guided in its movement by screws
or pins 16 that are secured in the sypport
13 and play in slots 17 extending through
the actuator. The actuator is acted upon
by = spring 18 which tends te keep it in‘nor-

mal position, but is adapted to be pushed
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2]
inward by the coin 6 when-the latter i$ in-

serted in the slot. The actuator may be con-
nected to the lever 12:in a variety of ways,

- and I have herein shown it as provided with

=

<

the notch 20 into which the end 14 of the

=feter is received, so that the reciprocation

. 10

25

‘mally received in said slot and which

of the actuator will rock the lever. "A. stop-
pawl 21 acts to prevent the ratchet-wheel

and cylinder 8 from . turning backwardly.

The projecting end of the actuator is situ-

-ated over the coin-receiving slot 5 and it

has pivoted thereto a finger 22 that is nor-
ar-
tially closes the latter, as clefirly seen in Fig.
2. As u result, whenever the coin 6 is in-
serted into the slot, said coin will engage
the end. of the actuator and the finger, and

.the act of inserting the coin into the slot

will force the -actuator backwardly, thus
causing the lever 12 to rock and feeding the

" cylinder 8 forward one step. ‘It will thus be

seen that each time a coin is inserted in-the
slot the cylinder will be moved forward one
step. - _ S .

The front of the casing 7 is provided ivith
an aperture 23 through which the cylinder

" can be seen, and I will preferably provide
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an indicating finger 24 which 1is visible
through said opening and which gives the
correct reading on the cylinder 8. oo

‘From the above it will be seen that each
time the telephone is used and a coin is in-
serted into the slot 5, the cylinder 8 will be
advanced one step and the subscriber has
before him at all times a correct record of

the number of calls made since the begin-
~ ning of the month. The shaft 9 of the cyl--
- inder is

rovided with a thumb-piece 26 by
means of which the cylinder can be adjusted
to zero - position at the beginning of each
month. . = -
The object in pivoting the finger 22 to the

actustor 1s so that the finger may be swung |.

into the dotled line position Fig. 8 up out
of the coin-receiving slot whenever it is de-

1,085,017

 sied to drop a coin in the slot without oper-

ating the counting attachment. X have here-
in shown gaid finget 22 as pivoted to the

actuator at 27 and the actuator is provided -

with the shoulder 28 below the pivot against
which the finger rests normally and which
limits the inward swinging movement of
the finger while permitting said finger to
swing outwardly and upwardly into its dot-
ted line position Fig. 3. * :
The casing 7 may be secured to the back-
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board 3 in any suitable way; but I will pref-

erably ‘hinge it thereto, as shown at 29, so

dotted line position, the casing T.may be

box or coin-controlled attachment 4.

While I have shown the invention as it
might be used in connection with .a -coin-
controlled telephone, yet. I wish it under-
stood that the counting attachment might
be applied to other coin-controlled devices

_that"after the finger 22 is swung into its ™ -
60
swung laterally to one side if this is neees: -
sary in -order to permit the opening of the -
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and that the invention is.not necessarily’

limited to use in‘connection with a telephone.
Having fully. described - my ' invention,
what I claim as néw and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:— S o
The combination with a coin-receiving
member. ‘having a coin-receiving slot, of a
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coin-counting attachmient pivoted to the =
coin-receiving ‘member and comprising a re-
ciprocating actuator, and a finger pivoted -

to the actuator and adapted to ‘extend into
the ‘slot, said finger being capable of being

swung out of the slot to permit the coln-’

80

counting attachment to be moved info in-

operative position. . - . BN
In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in.the presence
of two subscribing witnesses.” o
. GEORGE W. JONES.
Witnesses: - e -

Lous C. Smrrm; _
‘FreperICK’ S. GREENLEAF.
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