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4 Claims.

This invention relates to improvements in
windowed containers for merchandise, and, al-
though of general application, is eéspecially
adapted for use in packing toilet powder and
other highly comminuted materials for sale and
distribution. It is also especially adapted for
use in packing merchandise of any class as to
which purchasers may be expected to be fastidi-
ous or at least unusually discriminative.

It is an object of the invention to provide a
container of the above-described character com-
prising an enclosure wjthin which the merchan-
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dise may be sealed or otherwise confined, at least )
a portion of the enclosure being made of trans-.

15 parent material which may be readily cut, torn,
punctured or otherwise destroyed to afford ac-
cess to the contents, and to provide said enclosure
with a protective covering element of which at
least a portion is also made of transparent ma-~

20 terial overlying in part or at least, coincident

with a portion of the transparent material of the

enclosure, so that the merchandise in the con-
tainer may be inspected without removing or
otherwise disturbing the outer protective cover.

It is a further object of the invention to pro-
vide a container of the above-described char-
acter, the protective covering element of which
may be removed in order to open the protected
part of the enclosure to gain access to the mer-

80 chandise, the protective covering being capable
of being re-applied to the enclosure and the
transparent portion of the covering serving as
a means through which theé contents of the con~
tainer may be visible until exhausted.

35 - The invention may be embodied in many forms,
but in its preferred form may comprise a hox
having a removable cover provided with a win-
dow of transparent material and an inner clos-
ing element by means of which powder may be

40 sealed in the box independently of the cover,

the inner closing element also having a window

of transparent material at least a portion of
which underlies the window in the cover so that
the powder in the box may be inspected through
the superimposed portions of the two windows
without lifting the cover from the box.

In the accompanying drawing illustrating pre-
ferred forms of the invention— ‘

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a container
embodying the invention in the form of a box

having its protective cover applied. .

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the box illustrated
in Fig. 1, the protective cover being indicated as

56 having been lifted. ' .
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Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view through the box
illustrated in Fig. 1. )

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a box embody-
ing the invention in modified form, .

The invention as illustrated by Figs. 1, 2 and 3 go
comprises a box which may be constructed of
heavy cardboard or any other appropriate ma-
terial, said box having a bottom portion 20, a
removable cover or top portion 21 and an inner
merchandise enclosure represented in general gg
by the reference character 22. :

" As best illustrated in Fig. 3, the enclosure 22
may comprise an extension for the bottom of
the box having a portion 23 extending within
and lining its sides and ends, a portion 24 ex- yo
tending above the top of the box bottom, and

a portion 25 partly closing the top of the exten-
sion, -

The extension 23, 24, 25 may be lined with
“Cellophane” or other transparent material 26, 7g
having a portion 27 exposed within an opening
or window 28 in the top of the extension 23, 24,
25.

The box bottom 20, the extension 23, 24, 25,
and the lining 26, 27, may be secured together gp
in any appropriate manner as by the use of
cement or other adhesive material.

As a convenient means of filling the container
with toilet powder or other merchandise, the box
may be provided with an opening 29 in its bot- gj
tom which may be closed, after the box has been
filled, by the insertion of a disk of ecardboard or
other suitable material 30, and the package may,
if desired, be thoroughly sealed by cementing a
layer of parchment or other relatively impervi- gg
ous material 31 to the bottom of the box, of a
size such as to extend beyond the margins of
the disk 30. )

A window 32 in the box top 21 and closed by
means of “Cellophane” or other suitable trans- gg
parent material 33 should be so positioned that
at least a part of the window 32 will overlie a
part of the window 28 so as to permit the con~
tents of the box to be readily inspected through
the superimposed parts of the two windows with- -100
out removing or even lifting the cover 21 from -
its normal closed position with respect to the
box bottom 20. : ‘

Figs. 1, 2 and 3 of the drawing are intended
to be diagrammatic or conventional, and the de- 105
tails of box construction included in the descrip- *°
tion thereof constitute no part of the invention,
the important features of which reside in the
merchandise container having at least a portion
made of transparent material and the protective -110



covering element also having s portion made of
transparent material overlying the transparent
material of the container, so that the enclosed
merchandise may be viewed without disassem-

+ bling or disturbing the relative positions of the
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parts of the complete package.

It will be apparent that the invention may be
embodied in various forms of packages widely
differing in detailed form and construction as
well as with respect to the relative sizes and
locations of the windows. One such modified
form of container embodying the invention as
{llustrated in cross-section by Fig. 4 comprises a
box having a bottom 34 and upwardly-extending
sides 35, within which may be packed a container
of merchandise 36 enclosed in “Cellophane” or
other transparent material 37, and the package
of material 36, 37 may be covered and protected
by a box cover 38 of glass, celluloid or other rel-
atively rigid transparent material, so that the
merchandise 36 may be exposed to view through-
out the entire top of the container through the
transparent material 37 and transparent box
top 38.

When toilet powder or other merchandise is
packed for sale and distribution in boxes or other
containers embodying the invention, the parts of
the container may be sealed together so that they
can not be opened without breaking the seal;
yet the contained merchandise may be readily
inspected from the time when it is packed by the
manufacturer or distributor to the time when it
is purchased by the ultimate consumer. After
the container of merchandise has been purchased
by the consumer the seal which may comprise
the commonly required revenue stamps, not
shown, may be broken and the protective cover
removed. The inner covering element may then
be opened in any appropriate manner, as by tear-
iIng out the transparent material of the inner
window, after which the windowed protective
cover may be replaced. This window affords a
means whereby the user may readily view the
contents of the box until it is empty. If boxes
containing two or more shades of toilet powder
are on a dressing-table for use as required, the
particular shade desired at any time may be
selected without removing the covers from the
boxes.”

The double windowed container is of impor-
tance in that toilet powder or similar highly com-
minuted material may be securely sealed in the
bottom of the container by the inner windowed
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covering element in such manner that it will
not escape during transportation and the han-
dling of the goods, by the retailer, and the box
may continue to function as a windowed con-
tainer after it has been opened, the window in
the protective cover still serving as a means of
viewing the powder in the box until it is empty.

The invention is not intended to be limited to
either of the forms herein selected and disclosed
for purposes of illustration, but should be re-
garded as covering modifications and variations
thereof within the scope of the appended claims,

What is claimed is:

1. In an individual sales package comprising an
opaque, completely closed and sealed container of
merchandise of a class as to which purchasers may
be expected to be fastidious or at least unusually
discriminative, and a removable, opaque cover
fastened thereto, the combination, with a rela-
tively large dispensing window in the container,
closed by transparent material which may be
readily destroyed to afford access to the contents,
of a relatively small window in the cover in coin-
cidence with a portion of the window of the con-
tainer and alse closed by transparent material.

2. A container comprising, in combination, a
box constructed of non-transparent material, a
fixed covering. completely closing the top of the
box and serving as a means whereby merchandise
may be sealed therein, the covering of the box con-
sisting, in part at least, of transparent material
capable of being readily destroyed to afford access
to the interior, and an cuter removable non-trans-
parent cover fitted over the top of the box and

having in its top a window closed by transparent .

material, portions at least of the transparent ma-
terial of the outer cover and the inner covering

. being coincident when the parts of the container

are assembled whereby merchandise in the box

may he inspected through the window without 7%

lifting the cover, the box and its outer cover be-
ing of such form, rigidity and durability as to serve
as a completely closed, windowed dispensing case
after the container has been opened and the inne:
covering broken into. ‘
3. A container, as defined by claim 2, of which
the inner covering for the top of the box is con-
structed of non-transparent material having a
window therein closed by transparent material.

‘4, A container, as defined by claim 2, of which-

the box and its .outer cover are sealed together
but are separable on breaking the seal.
CHARLES A. L. STEPHENS.
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