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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known thatl, Wirriam H. H. SALLEE,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at Rut-
ledge, in the county of Seotland and Smte of

5 Ml%souu have invented a new and useful Lid
for Cr ates and the Like, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

The invention relates to 1mp10\'ement3 in
lids for crates and the like.

10 The object of the present invention is to
provide for egg-crates and the like a simple
and inexpensive lid which may be rapidly
placed on and removed from the body of a
crate and whieh will be capable of automat-

15 ically locking itself in position.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, 1llustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed

20 out in the claim hereto appended

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
viewof a cratepr 0V1ded with a lid constructed
in accordance with this invention. Fig. 2 is
a vertical lonm‘rudmal sectional view of the

25 same. Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail sectional
view illustrating the eonstruetion of the catch.
Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view of the
crate.

Like numerals of reference designate corre-

30 sponding parts in all the figures ot the draw-
ings.

1 designates the body of an egg-crate pro-
vided at its ends with cleats 2, foumno con-
venient handles or grips and e\itendm above

35 the upper edges of the body and coopelatmo
with metal keepe1s 3 to form grooves £ for
the reception of the ends of a cover or lid 5.
The keepers consist of metal straps bent in
a substantially rectangular form to provide

40 a horizontal top por t1on and depending sides,
which are secured to the outer faces of the
sides of the body at the ends thereof.

The lid or cover 5 is composed of two sec-
tions disposed longitudinally of the body and

45 connected at their inner adjacent ends by
hinges 6, which may be of any suitable con-
qtmemon The outer ends of the sections of
thelid orcover arereceived within the grooves
4 and are thereby secured to the body of the

5¢ crate when the cover is in position. The cen-
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tral portion of the lid or cover is adapted to
break, as illnstrated in dotted lines in Fig. 2
of the accompanying drawings, to permit the
outer ends of the sections to be withdrawn
from the grooves 4 of the body, and the sec-
tions are locked in their horizontal position
in alinement by a cateh 7. The inner ends
of the sections of the cover are beveled on
their upper faces, and the hinges are prefer-
ably arranged as shown, but any other de-
sired arrangement may be employed.

The cateh is centrally mounted on a trans-
verse partition 8 of the body in a vertical
groove 9 thereof and extends upward, being
p10v1ded at its top with a bend 10 to form an
engaging head. The upper portion of the
catell Wlll(,h is constructed of resilient ma-
teual extends through a central opening 11
of the lid or cover fmd eng(wes a recess 12
whereby the cover or lid is securely locked
on the body of the crate. A recess 12 is pro-
vided at each end of the slot or opening 11.
The cover is beveled on its lower face at 13
at each end of the slot or opening 11 to per-
mitthe catch to engage it automatically when
placed in position. By this construction the
lid or cover is reversible, and, if desired, the

catch may be duplicated, so as to engage each
section of the lid or cover.

Thelid orcoveris provided on itsupperface
with transverse cleats 14, which strengthen
the sections and which pr event the cateh from
being injured w hen crates are piled upon one
anothel

It will be seen that the lid or cover is ex-
ceedingly simple and inexpensive in construe-
tion, that it is adapted to be readily placed
on or removed from a crate, and that it is
firmly locked in position.

Changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing any of the advantages of this invention.

‘What I claim is—~

In a device of the class described, the com-
bination of a body provided at its ends with
keepers, a transverse partition arranged with-
in the body, a resilient catch mounted on the
partition and provided at its top witha curved
band forming an engaging head and disposed
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longitudinally of the erate, a cover composed
of two sections having their outer ends en-
gaging the keepers and hinged at their inner
ends, each section being provided at its in-
ner end with a slot for the reception of the
head of the catch, and cleats secured to the
upper face of the cover at the inner end of
the sections to house the head of the catch
and prevent the same from being bent, or

10 otherwise injured, when crates are piled upon

573,040

one another, substantially as and for the pur-
pose described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM II. II. SALLEE.

Witnesses:
A. E. McQuoID,
J. W. PerTY.



