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Although claims 1-22 are directed to a method of treatment of the
human/animal body, the search has been carried out and based on the
alleged effects of the compound/composition.

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.:

Present claims 1-7, 9, 11-20, 25, 26, 28, 30-32, 36-39 encompass
compounds defined only by their desired function (their ability to
inhibit a R-type voltage-dependent calcium channel) contrary to the
requirements of clarity of Article 6 PCT, because the
result-to-be-achieved type of definition does not allow the scope of the
claim to be ascertained. The fact that any compound could be screened
does not overcome this objection, as the skilled person would not have
knowledge beforehand as to whether it would fall within the scope
claimed, except for the compounds disclosed in dependent claims 8, 10,
21, 27, 29. This non-compliance with the substantive provisions is to
such an extent, that the search was performed taking into consideration
this non-compliance. The search for claims 1-7, 9, 11-20, 25, 26, 28,
30-32, 36-39 was consequently restricted to the inhibitor SNX-482 (as
specified in claims 8 and 27), an antisense directed to a R-type
voltage—dependent calcium channel inhibitor (as specified in claims 10
and 21), a siRNA directed to a R-type voltage-dependent calcium channel
inhibitor (as specified in claims 10 and 29).

Present claim 2 encompasses compounds defined only by their desired
function (their ability to inhibit a L-type voltage—dependent calcium
channel ) contrary to the requirements of clarity of Articie 6 PCT,
because the result-to-be-achieved type of definition does not aliow the
scope of the claim to be ascertained. The fact that any compound could
be screened does not overcome this objection, as the skilled person
would not have knowledge beforehand as to whether it would fall within
the scope claimed, except for the compounds disclosed in the dependent
claim 22. This non-compliance with the substantive provisions is to such
an extent, that the search was performed taking into consideration this
non—-compliance. The search for claim 2 was consequently restricted to an
antisense directed to a L-type voltage-dependent calcium channel
inhibitor (as specified in claim 22).

Present claims 25-32 encompass compounds defined only by their desired
function (their ability to work as cerebral vasospasm drug and being a
L-type voltage-dependent calcium channel inhibitor) contrary to the
requirements of clarity of Article 6 PCT, because the
result-to-be-achieved type of definition does not allow the scope of the
claim to be ascertained. The fact that any compound could be screened
does not overcome this objection, as the skilled person would not have
knowledge beforehand as to whether it would fall within the scope
claimed, except for the compounds disclosed in the dependent claims
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33-35. This non-compliance with the substantive provisions is to such an
extent, that the search was performed taking into consideration this
non-compliance. The search for claims 25-32 was consequently restricted
the L-type voltage-dependent calcium channel inhibitors dittiazem,
nisoldipine, nicardipine, nifedipine and verapamil (as specified in
claims 33-35).

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-22, 25-39

a method for treating cerebral vasospasm comprising
administering a R-type voltage~dependent calcium channel
inhibitor, a composition comprising a R-type
voltage-dependent calcium channel inhibitor and an
anticerebral vasospasm drug, a kit comprising a container
housing a R-type voltage-dependent calcium channel
inhibitor, a composition comprising a R-type
voltage—-dependent calcium channel inhibitor, use of R-type
voltage-dependent calcium channel inhibitor in the
manufacture of a medicament for the treatment of cerebral
vasospasm.

2. claims: 23, 24, 40

a method for treating cerebral vasospasm comprising
administering a L-type voltage—dependent calcium channel
inhibitor wherein the L-type voltage dependent calcium
channel inhibitor is an antisense oligonucleotide of a
L-type VDCC smooth muscle splice variant, use of L-type
voltage-dependent calcium channel inhibitor in the
manufacture of a medicament for the treatment of cerebral
vasospasm.
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