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Edward H. Prager, Baltimore, Md. 
Application March 10, 1949, Serial No. 80,690 

This invention relates to collapsible clothes 
line rackS. 
An object of this invention is to provide a col 

lapsible clothesline rack, which is adapted to be 
suspended from rafters or floor beams. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a rack of this kind wherein the clothesline Will be 
taut in either the extended or collapsed position 
of the rack. 
A further object of this invention is to pro 

vide an improved support for a rack of this kind 
so that the rack may be secured to rafters or 
beams which extend either lengthwise or trans 
versely of the rack. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a collapsible rack of this kind which when in 
collapsed position will be elevated to an out-of 
the-way position and locked in the collapsed 
position. 
With the above and other objects in view, my 

invention consists in the arrangement, combina 
tion and details of construction disclosed in the 
drawings and specification, and then more par 
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims. 
In the drawingS: 
Figure 1 is a detail side elevation partly broken 

away, of a clothesline rack constructed accord 
ing to an embodiment of this invention, 

Figure 2 is a detail end elevation of the device 
showing the device in collapsed position in dotted 
lines, 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 

on the line 3-3 of Figure 2, 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary Sectional view taken 

on the line 4-4 of Figure 2, 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 

on the line 5-5 of Figure 2, 
Figure 6 is a detail side elevation of a modified 

form of locking means, 
Figure 7 is a sectional view taken on the line 

7- of Figure 6, 
Figure 8 is a plan view partly broken away, 

showing a modified form of support for the upper 
base bars, 

Figure 9 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
on the line 9-9 of Figure 8, 

Figure 10 is a fragmentary Sectional view taken 
on the line O-) of Figure 8, 

Figure 11 is a detail side elevation of the modi 
fied form of attaching bar. 

Referring to the drawings, the numerals 9 
and f designate generally a pair of upper base 
bars formed of angle iron which are provided with 
a plurality of spaced openings 2, through which 
fastening devices 3 in the form of screws are 
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2. 
adapted to engage for Securing the base bars 
fo and to the lower edges of the floor joists 
or beams 4. 
The device herein disclosed is adapted to be 

mounted in a basement or the like, being secured 
to the floor joists or beams so that the rack will 
be suspendingly Supported from the beams. Pairs 
of elongated rope-supporting bars 5 are disposed 
one pair at each end of the rack, and the bars 
5 of each pair are pivotally mounted at the ends 

of an elongated tubular member 6 by means of 
fastening means extending through the bars 
or links 5 and threaded into the tubular mem 
ber 6. 
The upper ends of the bars or links 5 are pivot 

ally connected to upper links 8, as indicated at 
9, and the links 8 are pivotally connected to 
the vertical side 2 of an end base bar, as indi 
cated at 32. Preferably stop pins 2 are carried 
by the vertical side 20 inwardly from the pivot f4 
So as to limit the inward swinging of the links 8. 
The bars or links 5 have pairs of openings 22 

disposed therethrough and a clothesline or rope 
23 is extended through pairs of the openings 22 
and Spans the Space between the ends of the rack. 
The rack also includes upper tubular bars 24 

Secured between the upper ends of the bars 5 
and the links 8 by the pivot means f 9. The two 
bars 24 and the lower bar 6 form a V-shaped 
rack when the device is in its extended position 
and provide a means whereby the line 23 may be 
maintained taut between the end bars 15. 
At each end of the rack there is positioned a 

U-shaped member 25 which is secured to the 
apex formed by the bars 5, by the fastening 
members 7. The parallel legs of the U-shaped 
member 25 extend horizontally outwardly from 
the bars 5 and a vertically disposed shaft 26 is 
journalled through the horizontal arms of the 
U-shaped member 25 and is provided at its upper 
end with a right angularly disposed locking mem 
ber 27. The lower end of the shaft 26 is provided 
with a handle 28 so that the shaft 26 may be 
rotated to either a locked or released position with 
respect to the adjacent end bars 0 and i?. 
Each end bar 10 and is provided substan 

tially midway between the ends thereof with a 
slot 29 through which the locking member 27 is 
adapted to be extended so that the locking mem 
ber 27 may be positioned when in locked posi 
tion on the upper side of the horizontal side 30 
of the upper base angle member. -- 

Referring now to Figure 6, there is disclosed 
a slightly modified form of locking means for the 
rack wherein the shaft 26a similar to the shaft 



2,532,938 
3 

26, is provided with a locking member 27 a similar 
to the locking member 27, but the handle or Oper 
ator secured to the lower end of the shaft 26a. 
is in the form of a ribbed wheel 3. Where the 
base bars 30 are to be mounted in a parallel re 
lation with respect to the joists or beams 4 and 
may be positioned between a pair of joists, the 
base bars 0 and i may be secured to the joists 
by means of an elongated supporting bar 33 of a 
length sufficient to span the Space between a pair 
of joists 4, and provided with a plurality of 
openings 34 through selected ones of which fas 
tening means may be extended as will be herein 
after described. Preferably the supporting bar 
33 which is formed with longitudinally extending 
marginal bracing flanges 35 is secured to a pair 
of joists 4 by means of a pair of angle brackets 
36. - 

The vertical sides 37 of the brackets 36 are 
secured by fastening means 38 to the adjacent 
faces of the joists f4 and the horizontal sides 
39 are formed with an elongated opening 40 
through which a securing bolt 4 is extended. 
The bar 33 outwardly from the flanges 35 is 
formed with the openings 34 for receiving the 
securing bolts 41, and the bar 33 between the ends 
of the flanges 35 is formed with transversely ex 
tending slots 42 through which securing bolts 43 
are adapted to be extended for Securing the upper 
horizontal sides 30 of the base bars 0 and if 
to the croSS bars 33. . . 

In the use and operation of this rack, when 
the rack is in collapsed position the rack in pushed 
upwardly by means of the handles 28, and the 
locking bolt 27 is positioned above the end bars 
to and and rotated a half turn as indicated 
in Figure 4. When it is desired to extend the 
rack for suspending clothes thereon, the handle 
28. is rotated to release bolt 27 and the rack 
is then pulled downwardly to Substantially the 
position shown in full lines in Figure 2. The 
clothes may then be placed on the horizontal 
lines 23. 
With a rack as hereinbefore described, when 

the rack is not in use it will be disposed in an 
elevated collapsed position out of the way. It 
will, of course, be understood that there may be 
as many lines 23 as may be desired and that the 
end bars or links 5 may be of suitable length. So 

mount the clothes thereon. 
I do not mean to confine myself to the exact 

details of construction herein disclosed, but claim 
all variations falling within the purview of the 
appended claims. . 
What I claim is: - 
1. A clothesline rack comprising pairs of end 

bars pivotally connected together at their lower 
ends and formed with spaced openings, upper base 
bars adapted to be secured to a Supporting means, 
links pivotally connecting said base bars with 
the upper. ends of said end bars, upper Spacer 
bars extending between the upper ends of Said 
end bars, a lower spacer bar extending between 
the lower ends of said end bars, said Spacer bars 
being connected to said end bars, a clothesline ex tending through said openings and extending be 
tween said pairs of end bars, and means for 
collapsing the rack to an upper position or ex 
tending the rack to a lower operative position with 
said pairs of end bars in downwardly convergent 
relation. 
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4. 
2. A clothesline rack comprising pairs of end 

bars pivotally connected together at their lower 
ends and formed with Spaced openings, upper 
base bars adapted to be Secured to a supporting 
means, links pivotally connecting said base bars 
With the upper ends of said end bars, upper Spacer 
bars extending between the upper ends of said 
end bars, a lower spacer bar extending between 
the lower ends of Said end bars, said spacer bars 
being connected to said end bars, a clothesline 
extending through said openings and extending 
between said pairs of end bars, and means for 
collapsing the rack to an upper position or ex 
tending the rack to a lower operative position 
With Said pairs of end bars in downwardly con 
vergent relation, Said latter named means in 
cluding a releasable locking means for holding 
the device in upper collapsed position. 

3. A clothesline rack comprising pairs of end 
bars pivotally connected together at their lower 
ends and formed with spaced openings, upper 
base bars adapted to be secured to a supporting 
means, linkSpivotally connecting said base bars 
with the upper ends of said end bars, upper spacer 
bars extending between the upper ends of said 
end bars, a lower spacer bar extending between 
the lower ends of said end bars, said spacer bars 
being connected to said end bars, a clothesline ex 
tending through said openings and extending, be 
tween said pairs of end bars, and means for col 
lapsing the rack to an upper position or extend 
ing the rack to a lower operative position with 
Said pairs of end bars, in downwardly convergent 
relation, said latter named means including a ver 
tical Shaft disposed at the lower ends of said end 
bars, and a right angularly disposed bolt carried 
by the upper end of said shaft engageable with 
Said upper base bars. - 

4. A clothesline rack comprising pairs of end 
bars pivotally connected together at their lower 
ends and formed with spaced openings, upper 
base bars adapted to be secured to a supporting 
means, means attaching said upper base bars 
to a Supporting means, links pivotally connect 
ing said base bars with the upper ends of said 
end bars, upper spacer bars extending between 
the upper ends of Said end bars, a lower spacer 
bar extending between the lower ends of said end 
bars, said Spacer bars being connected to said 
end bars, a clothesline extending through said 
openings and extending between said pairs of 
end bars, and means for collapsing the rack to an 
upper position or extending the rack to a lower 
Operative position with said pairs of end bars 
in down Wardly convergent relation. 
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