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This invention relates to writing instruments
such, for example, as fountain pens, and has to
do with an attachment, which I call a “touch in-
dicator,” by means of which such an instrument
can quickly and accurately be oriented by the
user through the sense of touch. Such a device
has been found especially advantageous in con-
junection with fountain pens designed for use as
ruling pens, but it also is very convenient as an
adjunct to any fountain pen or to any writing
instrument where the rotational orientation
of the writing point or nib about the longitudinal
axis of the instrument is more or less critical.

The primary object of my invention is to pro-
vide means which the user of a writing instru-
ment can quickly adjust to his own individual
satisfaction, and which enables him promptly to
orient the instrument in his hand each time he
picks it up, so that the writing point is invari-
ably positioned to the best advantage with respect
to the surface of the writing paper.

In carrying out my invention I apply to the
body or barrel of the writing instrument, near
the writing end thereof, a ring-like member
which encircles the said body or barrel and is
manually rotatable thereon and grippingly en-
gaged therewith so that it will retain any posi-
tion of rotation to which it may be set until re-
adjusted; and said member Is provided, in one
way or another, with an exterior surface of re-
gtricted area which is so characterized that it
can be identified at once by the sense of touch.
The area referred to is quite small so that when
it comes Into contact with the end of the user’s
index finger, or, for that matter, any finger, the
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user can be assured that the writing point is -

positioned in a certain intended manner—that is
to say, the writing point Is positioned to the best
advantage in accordance with the particular
user’s individual notions as to how it should be
positioned.

In the drawing which accompanies this speci-
fication, I have illustrated a number of practical
forms which my invention may assume, but these
are shown solely by way of example and are not
intended to portray all possible embodiments.

Referring to the drawing: )

Figure 1 is a plan view of the front end of &
fountain pen provided with a “touch indicator”
device in accordance with this invention;

Pig. 2 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional
view of the pen structure of Fig. 1, and looking
in the same direction as that in which Pig. 1is
viewed;
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Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the touch indi-
cator of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view similar
to Fig. 2 but illustrating a modification;

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary plan view taken along.
the line 5—F5 of Fig. 4; and

Figs. 6 to 10 inclusive are sectional views each
taken along line A—A of Fig. 5 and illustrating
a number of variant forms which the touch spot
on the indicator may assume.

In Fig. 1 there is shown, on a greatly enlarged
scale, the front end portion of a fountain pen
as viewed looking downwardly on the top surface
of the nib. The pen shown comprises a barrel |
from the front end of which projects & writing
nib 2. Situated near the front or writing end
of the pen and carried by the barrel I is a ring-
like member 3 which is shown separately in per-
spective in Fig. 3. Member 3 Is in this particular
instance & split ring and it may be made of any
suitable resilient material such, for example, as
metal or plastic. Said member is seated in a
groove & which encircles the barrel I and is
formed in the periphery thereof as shown in the
longitudinal sectional view, Fig. 2. The two ends
of member 3 are preferably formed as shown to .
provide a notch 5§ for reception of the end of the .
user’s index finger. By rotating the barrel until
his index finger seats in the notch 5, the user of
the pen is enabled quickly to so orient the pen
that the nib 2 is in its optimum rotational pos-
ture for writing or other use. Member 3 must,
of course, be sufficiently resilient so that it will
open wide enough to engage the barrel and it .
must also be capable of gripping the bottom sur-
face of groove 4 so .as to effect such a consider-
able frictional engagement with the barrel that |
it will remain in any position of rotation at which
it may be set, while at the same time being free
enough so that it can be rotated manually around
the barrel.

Tnasmuch as people are not all alike as respects
the manner in which they grasp a fountain pen .
or other writing instruments, it is important that
the positon of notch 5 be adjustable rotationally
about the barrel; and by virtue of the provision
which this invention makes for varying the posi-
tion of said notch, each individual user is able .
to adjust it to suit his own peculiarities.

In Fig. 4 I have shown a longitudinal sectional
view of a pen barrel formed in two parts and in-
terconnected, end to end, by means of a threaded
joint at 6. By uncoupling said joint and thus
disconnecting the two parts {e and {b of the bar-
rel, it is possible to mount in the barrel groove &



2,491,699

3

solid ring 7 in place of the split ring 3. The
groove 4a of Fig. 4 may be identical with groove
4 of Pig. 2.

In place of the notch § the ring 7T may have
an external peripheral spot 8 of small area, as
shown in Pig. 5, which is so characterized that it
may readily be identified by the sense of touch.
The spot 8 may be a concave surface as indicated
at 8¢ in Fig. 6, or it may be a flat surface as indi-
cated at #b i Fig. 7, ér it may have still other
conflgurations as indicated at 8¢ in Fig. 8, or at
8d in Fig. 9, or it may be a knurled surface as indi-
cated at 8e in Fig. 10. In fact any {rregularity on
the outer surface of member 1 which can residily
be recognized by the sense of touch, and which is
sufficiently localized, will serve the same purpose
as the notch 5 of member 3 which was previously
described,

The ring T can conveniently be made to fric-
tionally grip the groove 4a by slightly distorting
It 86 that its bore is 4 trifie out of round hefore
it is put in place. This will cause the ririg to suffi-
ciently grip the sroove surface, while at the sare
time not making it difficult to put the ring in
plage.

I clalm:

1. Thé eombination with a writing instrumenit
havitig ani elongated body provided with an ex-
térttu] elréumiferential groove, of a touch indi-

cator comprising an annular mémber having a 3

fifigér-chgdging deformation, said member Belnig
riolintéd in said gioove and rotatably adfustable
theérein mit frictiohally held in any predetermined
position to which adiusted in said groovée where-

by when a uSer, preparatory to writing, grasps o

thé instiiment with a finiger éontdeting said fin-
gef-érigasging portion, the user is ensured that the
writing end 6f the instriiment will be in propéy
position for wiiting. ‘

2. The combitiation With & fountain pen ¢oti-
pifsing a barrel hivits a pen séction secured to
onie énd thereof, of a sleeve-like member adjust-
ably seated in ah afnular recess provided at the
junéture between the bairel and pén sectioti, the

peflphéry of said sléeve-like member being sub- -

stantidlly flush with the periphery of the adiseent
poftlons of said barrél and sald pen section, and
sdld Sleeve-like mefber having a finder-engag-
ing déformation on its exterior surface which,

when located in a predetermined position rela- !

tive to the pen point, and a user grasps the pen
préepatatory to writing with a fnger conhtacting
sald fihgeéf-engaging portion, will ensure the uger
that the fountaln pen is properly grasped Tor
writing.

3. The cothbination with a fountalh pen corm-
prisifig & bairel having a pen section detachably
secured to one end thereof and provided with a
reduced ¢ylindrizal portion forming with said bar-
rel ah annular Fecéss, when the pen section is
secured to the barrel, of an annular sleeve-like
metiber fitted ohto said reduced eyltndrical por-
tion and restrained agalnst free rotation theteon
when the pen Section is secured to the batrel, and
sald Sleeve-like mémber having a finger-engas-
ing defortnation which may be so positioned with
respect to the pen poiat by relative rotation of
the member in said recess, that when a user,
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preparatory to writing, grasps the pen with a
finger contacting said finger-engaging portion,
the user is ensured the fountain pen is properly
grasped for writing.

4. The combination with a pen having an an-
nular peripheral recess therein at the portion
grasped by the fingers of the user when the pen
is used in writing, of a touch indicator comprising
an annylar bedy carried on sald pen and disposed
in said vecess for rotational adjustment about said
pen but restrained frictionally against rotation
and positively against longitudinal displacement
on said pen, said body having a dished depression
in a péréion only of its periphery and positioned
to be engaged by a finger of the user when the
body is in a predetermined position of adjustment
6h the pén to indicate to the user the proper writ-
ing position of the pen.

5. The combination with a pen having an an-
nular peripheral recess therein at the portion
graspéd by the fingeérs of the user when the pen
i3 used in writing, of ¢ touch indicator compris-
ing an annular body earrled on said pen and dis-
poséd In gaid reécess for rotational adjustment
about said pen but restraltned frictionally against
rotation and positively against longitudinal dis-
placement on said pen, said body having s fat-
tened surface formed in & portion only of its
periphiery and positioned to be angaged by a fin-
ger of the user when the body is in a predeter-
mined position of adjustment on the pen to tndi-
cate to the user the proper writing position of
the pen.

6. The combination with a pen having an an-
nular periphlieral recess therein at the portion
graspéd by the fingérs of thé user when the pen
is used in writing, of & touch indicator compris- -
ing an aanular bedy carried onh said pen and dis-
posed in said recess for rotational ad’ustment

¢ about said pen but restrained frictionally ageinst
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rotation and positively aghinst longitudinal dis- -
platement on said pen, said body having a
knurled surface extending over a portion only
of its peripheéry and positioned to be engdked by
a finger of the user when the body is in & prede-
termined position of adjustiment on the DPen to
Indicate to the uset the proper writing position

of the pen.
RUSSEHELL T, WING.
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