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To all thon, it may concern; 
Beit known that I, JoHN ALBERT CHEAPE, 

a subject of the Xing of Great Britain, re 
siding at Charlottesville, in county of Albe 
marle and State of Virginia, United States 
of America, have invented certain new and 
useful improvements in Match-Box Hold 
ers, of which the following is a specification. 

vily invention relates to an improvement 
in holders for match boxes, and the object 
is to provide a holder upon which the body 
and cover are locked in such a manner that 
to remove them it is necessary to mutilate or 
entirely destroy one member at least of the 
box. - 

A further object is to provide an article 
composed of two members stamped from 
thin sheet metal, fol'ining a simple, inex 
pensive and ornamental article, a plunger 
which is received within the cover, and a 
back plate fastened to the Wall, said two 
members adapted to be locked together, 
thereby to hold the match box upon the wall 
in a convenient form. 
With these objects in view my invention 

consists in certain novel features of con 
struction and combinations of parts which 
will be hereinafter fully described and 
pointed out in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 
1 is a view in perspective of the holder at 
tached to the wall, and showing a match 
box in place: Fig. 2 is a view similar to 
Fig. 1, but with the box removed: Fig. 3 
is a view in front elevation of the two men 
bei's as the plunge' is about to be applied 
to the back plate: Fig. 4 is a longitudinal 
sectional view of the holder showing the 
two members locked together; and Fig. 5 
is a bottom plan view of the plunger. 
The holder is composed of a back plate 

1, adapted to be held in place on the Wall 
by screws 2, 2, and a plunger 3 which is 
locked to the back plate 1 after the match 
box is placed thereon. The plunger 3 is 
composed of a single piece of metal having 
flanges 4. 4. bent up on the lower edges 
thereof to form an enlargement which in 
bottom plan is of very nearly the same 
rectangular form as the body of a match 
box. A tongue 5 is struck from the tipper 
portion of the plunger and is bent rear 
Wardly and then approximately parallel 
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with the portion from which it is struck. 
Flanges 6, 6, are provided upon the upper 
shoulder of the lower portion, and barbs 
7, 7, are bent forwardly approximately at 
a right angle to the main body, and have 
their holding edge toward the bottom. A 
Spur 8 is struck approximately in the center 
of the enlarged portion, and is bent for 
Wardly with its engaging edge upwardly. 
The back plate 1 is provided with flanged 

edges which hold the body slightly raised 
from the surface to which it is attached, 
and at its upper end it is provided with an 
opening 9. At the lower end a tongue 10 
is struck and is bent forwardly and then 
upwardly approximately parallel with the 
face of the back plate, and at the upper end 
Of the tongue an opening 11 is provided. 
To apply a match box to the holder: 

assuming that the back plate 1 is attached 
to the wall, as shown in Fig. 3, the match 
box has the cover removed, the body con 
taining the matches is pressed downwardly 
against the flanges 6 of the plunger 3, and 
is then pressed inwardly against the barbs 
7, 7, which penetrate the bottom of the 
body. As the usual box in which safety 
matches are sold are manufactured from 
wood, and the bottom of the body portion 
has the grain running lengthwise, it will 
be seen that the barbs 7 will readily pene 
trate through the wood, and the lower hold 
ing edges would engage the upper side of 
the end portion which is retained by the 
flanges 6 on its lower side. The enlarged 
portion of the plunger is then inserted into 
the cover of the box until the upper back 
plate in such a manner that the tongue 5 
and the upper portion of the plunger, and 
in this position the front side of the cover 
retains the matches in the body of the box. 
The plunger 3, with the body and cover 

: members of the box in position thereon, is 
then placed against the face of the back 
plate in such manner that the tongue 5 
passes through the opening 9 and the open 
ing 12 in the lower flange of the plunger 
is directly above the tongue 10. Down 
ward pressure is then exerted upon the 
plunger member, which forces the flange 5 
downwardly behind the back plate, and 
causes the tongue 10 to move up through the 
opening 12 and over spur 8, until said spur 
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engages in the opening 11 of the upper end 
of the tongue 10. The plunger is supported 
by the tongue striking the lower edge of the 
opening 9 and the rear edge of the opening 
12 striking the tongue 10. The parts will 
now assume the position disclosed in Figs. 
2 and 4, and it will be seen that the two 
members are securely locked together, and 
that when the match box is in place as 
shown in Fig. 1, it is impossible to release 
the locking means without mutilating at 
least One of the two members of the box. 
When it is desired to remove the old bOX 
and substitute therefor a new one, the front 
side of the cover member of the box will be 
torn therefrom and the tongue 10 raised, so 
that spur 8 is released from the opening 
11 and the parts may be moved upwardly 
and out of engagement with each other. 
In this way it will be seen that I have pro 
vided a match box holder composed of two 
members which may be stamped from thin 
sheet metal at a very small cost, the mem 
bers of which are readily locked together 
to secure the box, and are readily unlocked 
after the contents have been removed, and at 
the same time providing a simple, attractive 
and efficient article for the purpose in 
tended. 
Having fully described my invention, 

what claim as new and desire to Secure by 
Letters Patent, is:- 

1. As an article of manufacture, a match 
box holder composed of two members, each 
of said members having inwardly projecting 
tongues in position to embrace a portion of 
the other member when said member's are 
slid together, one of Said tongues in the 
form of a spring-catch adapted to interlock 
with a barb on the other member to auto 
matically fasten the two members together, 
one member having a plunge' which enter's 
the cover and displaces the match-box. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a natch 
box holder composed of two member's, One 
slotted and provided with a spling-tongue, 
the other slotted and provided with a tongue 
and struck into shape to form a plunger, and 
the plunger member having barbs which 
penetrate the box, and having a barb also 
which coöperates with the spring-tongue 
whereby to automatically lock the members 
together when assembled. 

3. As an article of manufacture, a match 
box holder consisting of two members, a 
plunger having barbs adapted to secure one 
section of the box, the plunger adapted to 
be inserted into the other Section, a back 
plate provided with a tongue and an orifice, 
a tongue on the plunger adapted to be in 
serted through the orifice, the plunger hav 
ing a barb therein and an orifice at its 
lower end through which the tongue On the 
back-plate is inserted, and which barb is 
adapted to be engaged by the tongue on the 
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back-plate whereby to automatically lock the 
two membel's together. 

4. As an article of manufacture, a match 
box holder comprising two members de 
tachably connected together, each of said 
members having a tongue and one member 
having a barb for engaging and interlock 
ing with the other tongue, said tongues re 
ceiving and embracing the box cover between 
them and one member having a plunger 
adapted to enter the box over and displace 
the box, said member also having means for 
penetrating and securing the box. 

5. As an article of manufacture, a match 
box holder comprising two members detach 
able from each other, each member carrying 
means for embracing the cover of the box 
from opposite ends, One of said means co 
operating with means on the other member 
for locking the two members together, and 
One member having means for displacing the 
box within its cover, said latter-named mem 
ber also having a barb which engages the 
embracing means on the other member for 
Securing the box against removal from the 
holder. 

6. As an article of manufacture, a match 
box holder comprising two members, each of 
which members has a tongue, one member 
struck up into the form of a plunger and 
having an opening at its lower end to receive 
the tongue of the other member, and means 
within the plunger to interlock with said 
latter tongue when the tongue is inserted 
through the slot in the lower end of the 
plunger and the tongue On the plunger mem 
ber entering a slot in the other member and 
holding the box cover at its ends confined be 
tween the two tongues. 

7. As an article of manufacture, a match 
box holder comprising two members, each 
of which members has a tongue, one member 
struck up into the form of a plunger and 
having an opening at its lower end to receive 
the tongue of the other member, means with 
in the plunger to interlock with said latter 
tongue when the tongue is inserted through 
the slot in the lower end of the plunger and 
the tongue on the plungel member entering 
a slot in the other member and holding the 
box cover at its ends confined between the 
two tongues, and means on the plunger mem 
ber for penetrating the box in the direction 
of its grain. 

8. As an article of manufacture, a match 
box holder comprising two members, one 
member having an open slot at One end and 
a spring tongue at the other end, said tongue 
having an orifice therein, the other member 
having a tongue at one end adapted to enter 
the slot in the other member and struck up 
to form a plunger at the other end which 
plunger has a slot at its lower end adapted to 
receive the spring tongue of the other mem 
ber when the two members are slid together, 
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a spur formed within the plunger in posi-. In testimony whereof I affix my signature, 
tion to enter the orifice in the spring tongue in the presence of two witnesses. 
of the other member, said member having a JOHN ALBERT CHEAPE. plunger having barbs adapted to pierce the 

S box whereby the removal of both the box Witnesses: 
and cover from the holder without being R. WESTACOTT, 
destroyed is precluded. O. J. WORTH, 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
t Washington, D. C.’ 


