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1. claims: 1-30

A device for retracting tissue to provide access to a spinal
Tocation within a patient, said device comprising an
elongate body having a proximal end and a distal end, and an
inner surface, said inner surface defining a passage
extending through the elongate body and through which
surgical instruments can be inserted to the surgical
Tocation, said elongate body being expandable from a first
configuration to a second configuration when located within
the patient such that in the second configuration the
cross-sectional area of said passage at a first Tocation is
greater than the cross-sectional area of said passage at a
second location, wherein the first location is distal to the
second location, said passage being capable of having a
generally oval shaped cross section between the second
location and the proximal end.

2. claims: 31-38

A device for providing access to a surgical Tocation within
a patient, said device comprising an elongate body having a
proximal end, a distal end and an inner surface, said inner
surface defining a passage extending through the elongate
body and through which surgical instruments can be inserted
to the surgical Tocation, said elongate body capable of
having a configuration when located within the patient
wherein the cross-sectional area of said passage at a first
location is greater than the cross-sectional area of said
passage at a second location, wherein the first location is
distal to the second location, said passage being capable of
having a cross section between the second location and the
‘proximal end wherein the cross section is defined by first
and second generally parallel opposing side portions and
first and second generally arcuate opposing side portions.

3. claims: 39-48
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A device for providing access to a surgical location within
a patient, said device comprising an elongate body having a
proximal end, a distal end and an inner surface, said inner
surface defining a passage extending through the elongate
body and through which surgical instruments can be inserted
to the surgical location, said elongate body capable of
having a configuration when located within the patient
wherein the cross-sectional area of said passage at a first
location is greater than the cross-sectional area of said
passage at a second location, wherein the first location is
distal to the second Tocation, and a lighting element is
coupled with said elongate body to provide 11ght to the
surgical location.

4, claims: 49-51

A device for providing access to a surgical location within
a patient, said device comprising an elongate body having a
proximal portion, a distal portion, a first slot segment,

and a second slot segment that is angled relative to said
first slot segment, said elongate body defining a passage
for accessing the surgical location with surgical
instruments, said elongate body capable of having a
contracted configuration for insertion into the patient and
an expanded configuration for providing access to the
surgical location, wherein the cross-sectional area of said
passage at a first Tocation is greater than the
cross-sectional area of said passage at a second Tocation of
the elongate body, and a movable tab is configured to extend
into said second slot segment when said elongate body is in
the expanded configuration to retain said elongate body in
the expanded configuration.

5. claims: 52-70

A device for providing access to a surgical location within
a patient, said device comprising an elongate body having a
proximal portion, a distal portion, and an inner surface

. defining a passage extending through the elongate body, said
passage capable of providing access for surgical instruments
to be inserted to the surgical Tocation, said elongate body
capable of having a configuration wherein the
cross-sectional area of said passage at a first location is
greater than the cross-sectional area of said passage at a
second location, the first Tocation being distal to the
second Tocation, and a lock is coupled with the elongate
body, the lock being actuable to maintain the elongate body
in said configuration.

6. ciaims: 71-76
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A device for providing access to a surgical location within
a patient, said device comprising an elongate body having a
proximal portion, a distal portion coupled with said -
proximal portion, and an inner surface defining a passage
extending through the elongate body and through which
surgical instruments can be inserted to the surgical
location, said elongate body capable of being expandable
from a contracted configuration to an expanded configuration
wherein the cross-sectional area of said passage at a first
location in the distal portion is greater than the
cross-sectional area of said passage at a second location in
the proximal portion, said passage having an oblong shaped
cross-section at the second location, wherein said elongate
body is capable of resisting actuation from the expanded
configuration to the contracted configuration when deployed.

7. claims: 77-90

A retractor comprising, an elongate body having an outer
surface, an inner surface partially defining a passage, a
first longitudinal edge, and a second longitudional edge,
said elongate body capable of having an enlarged
configuration when inserted within the patient wherein the
first Tongitudinal edge is spaced apart from the second
longitudinal edge, and an expandable shroud configured to
extend from the first Tongitudional edge to the second
longitudinal edge when the first and second edges are spaced
apart, the shroud partially defining the passage, wherein
the cross-sectional area of said passage at a first Tocation
is greater than the cross-sectional area of said passage at
a second location, wherein the first 1ocat1on is distal to
the second 1ocat1on

8. claims: 91-100

A device for retracting tissue to provide access to a spinal
location within a patient, said device comprising an
elongate body having a proximal portion and a distal
portion, the elongate body defining a length between the
proximal and the distal portions along a longitudinal axis
such that the distal portion can be positioned inside the
patient adjacent the spinal location while the proximal
portion is accessible, a transverse cross-section of the
elongate body in the proximal portion comprising a first
dimension that is longer than a second dimension, the first
dimension being perpendicular to the second dimension, and a
passageway extending through the elongate body between the
proximal and distal portions, wherein the elongate body is
configured such that the proximal portion may be tilted
relative to the distal portion in a first direction
generally aligned with the first dimension and in a second
direction generally aligned with the second dimension.
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9. claims: 161-103

A device for retracting tissue to provide access to a spinal
Tocation within a patient, said device comprising a proximal
portion partially defining a passage through which surgical
instruments can be inserted to the surgical location, a
distal portion partially defing the passage, a first joint
located on a first side of the passage and a second joint
located on a second side of the passage opposite the first
joint, wherein said proximal portion is capable of being
moved relative to said distal portion about a first axis
extending through the first and second joints and about a
second axis perpendicular to the first axis.




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

Information on patent family members

Internatic

Application No

PCT/US2004/027761
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
 cited in search report date member(s) ‘ date

US 2003073998 Al 17-04-2003 US 6530926 Bl - 11-03-2003
‘ AU 2003291352 Al 13-05-2004
WO 2004037074 A2 . 06-05-2004

US 2004133201 Al 08-07-2004

US ° 2004236317 Al 25-11-2004

US 2004082960 Al 29-04-2004

US 2005033297 Al 10-02-2005

US 2005021030 Al 27-01-2005

AU 7911201 A 13-02-2002

EP 1365077 Al 02-05-2003

JP 2004504893 T 19-02-2004

WO 0209801 Al 07-02-2002

EP 0807415 A 19-11-1997 JP 10094544 A 14-04-1998
JP 10192297 A 28-07-1998

DE 69726491 D1 15-01-2004

DE 69726491 T2 28-10-2004

EP 1340467 A2 03-09-2003

EP 0807415 A2 19-11-1997

us 6371968 Bl 16~04-20062

JP 11076246 A 23-03-1999

- B i e o bt ot Ot b e e O 000 Rt e o et o

Form PCT/SA/210 (patent family annex) {January 2004)




	Abstract
	Bibliographic
	Search_Report

