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This invention relates to improvements in skid 
bases for machinery and the like. 
My invention contemplates a skid base includ 

ing rope-attaching means winich are embodied in 
the construction of said base, and which are read 
ily accessible for towing and lifting the Sanae. I 
further have in view the provision of such means 
in a base of maximum width, as determined by 
the minimum allowable road clearance therefor, 
without extending such means beyond the said 
limits of Such base. 
Additional objects and advantages Will become 

apparent from the following description taken ill 
connection with the accompanying drawing 
Wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a skid base for ma 
chinery or the like embodying my invention; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view thereof 
taken on the line II-II of Fig. 1 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of Fig. 2; and 
Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 2 illustrating the 

initial formation of the ends of the skid members. 
Referring to the drawing, Fig. 1 shows a skid 

base, generally of rectangular configuration, in 
cluding outer skid members forming the longi 
tudinal sides of the base, and one or more inter 
mediate skid members 2 extending parallel to the 
side skid members . Suitable cross members 3 
are secured between the skid members and 2 
and are welded to the latter to form an open grid 
like base. Transverse tubular end members 4 are 
connected to the end portions of the skid men 
bers and 2 as by means of welding, and addi 
tional cross members 5 may be employed, pro 
portioned and arranged as may be necessary for 
mounting and supporting the load to be carried 
by the base. 
For example, prime movers, pumps, hoistS and 

other heavy machinery and epuipment may be 
mounted on such a skid base, providing With Said 
base, a rigid but portable unitary structure Which 
may be transported as a unit by sliding the Sane 
upon the skid members and 2. 
Skid members and 2 are preferably formed of 

beams of the type herein designated as H-type 
beams, including H-beams, I-beams, and the like, 
said beams having the central portions of the 
ends of the Webs thereof arcuately cut a Way as 
indicated at 6 in Fig. 4, in order to fit and en 
brace substantially one-half of the circumference 
of tubular members 4, to which said Webs are Se 
cured by welding. In addition, the end portions 
of said beam webs are relieved or cut away at 7 
by the removal of inwardly tapering portions be 
tween the cut-out portions 6 and the flanges 8 

of the beams. After relieving the webs in the 
manner described, the ends of the flanges 8 are 
beat downWardly into contact with the webs of 
the beams and the tubular transverse members 

5 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

4, and upon being welded in such position, pro 
vide rounded nose or end portions upon said skid 
members enabling the same to readily pass over 
obstacles when the skid base is being transported. 
The transportation of large and heavy units of 

machinery generally requires a skid base having 
a transverse over-all width substantially equal to 
the full extent of the minimum road clearance 
permitted When transporting such machinery on 
public highways. In order therefore to maintain 
the maximum width of the skid base and to pro 
Wide Corner towing attachments within said maxi 
nun Width, the outer corner portions of the 
flanges 8 of skid members f are relieved or cut 
aWay Outwardly from the webs thereof, as indi 
cated at 9, and by extending the terminals O of 
the transverse tubular members 4 outwardly to 
the full maximum width of the base, the said ter 
minals Will be exposed for the application of a 
toWing rope or cable thereto. Enlarged CapSOr 
collars if may be provided on the terminals lo 
to prevent the rope or cable from sliding there 
from. 

Hence, it will be seen that by providing the 
exposed posts or terminals f 0 at at least one end 
of the skid base, a towing bridle or separate ropes 
or cables may be quickly and effectively applied 
to the base for the handling thereof. The re 
lieved or cut away portions 9 provide for ready 
engagement and disengagement of rope bights, by 
paSSage of the rope through the planes of the 
Skid flanges adjacent the terminals and also ac 
commodate the rope during towing or lifting of 
the base without interference by the edges of the 
fianges 8 of Said skid members. 
Various changes and modifications are contem 

plated Within the scope of the following claims. 
I claim: 
1. A skid base for machinery and the like, in 

cluding a rectangular grid-like structure having 
Outer longitudinal skid members and transverse 
end members connected at the corners of said 
base, Said skid members being formed of H-type 
beans having the flanges at one end of each of 
Said members bent to form rounded nose portions: 
partially embracing one of the end members, said 
end member having free terminals extending out 
Wardly beyond the WebS of the skid members, and 
said skid members having the outside corner por 
tions of said flanges cut away to expose said ter 

  



2. 
minals for access thereto through the planes of 
said flangeS. 

2. A skid base for machinery and the like, in 
cluding a plurality of longitudinal skid members 
formed of H-type beams, and transverse members 
secured thereto to form a grid-like structure, said 
transverse members including a pair of end mem 
bers secured to the ends of Said skid members, 
one of said end members being at least partially 
embraced by the flanges of the outer skid mem 
bers at the corners of the base formed thereby, 
the terminals Of Said transverse end member ex 
tending to substantially the outer limits of the 
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flanges of the outer skid members, and said outer 
skid members having the outer corner portions 
of the flanges thereof cut a Way to expose Said 
terminals for access thereto through the planes of 
Said flanges. - 

3. A skid base for machinery and the like, in 
cluding a plurality of skid members formed of 
H-type beams and transverse members Secured 
thereto to form a grid-like structure, Said trans 
verse members including a pair of end members, 
the skid members having the ends of the webs 
thereof centrally cut a Way to receive and partially : 
embrace the end members, said WebS also being 
cut away between Said central cut-out portions 
and the flanges of the skid members, and said 
fianges having the end portions thereof bent 
downwardly along said cut-out Web portions 
toward the transverse end members forming 

30 

2,395,415 
rounded nose portions on the skid members, the 
terminals of one of said transverse end members 
extending to Substantially, the outer limits of the 
flanges of the side skid members, and said side 
skid members having the outer corner portions of 
the flanges thereof cut a Way to expose said ter 
minals for free access thereto through the planes: 
of Said flanges. . 

4. A skid base for machinery, and the like, in 
cluding a plurality of skid members formed of 
H-type beams and transverse members secured 
thereto to form a grid-like structure, said trans 
verse members including a pair of tubular end 
members, the skid members having the ends of 
the webs thereof arcuately cut away to receive 
and partially embrace the end members, said webs 
also being cut away between said central cut-out 
portions and the flanges of the skid members, 
and Said flanges having the end portions thereof 
bent downwardly along said cut-out web portions 
toward the transverse end members forming 
rounded nose portions on the skid members, the 
terminals of one of said transverse end members 
extending to substantially the outer limits of the 
flanges of the side skid members, and said side 
skid members having the outer corner portions 
of the flanges thereof cut away to expose said 
terminals for free access thereto through the 
planes of Said flanges. 

AUGUST R. MAIER. 

  


