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§21 Estimate and calculate number of days until refueling or
number of days until fuel depletion {t1)

§22 Estimate and calculate number of days until fuel decay (t2)

823 Does refueling or fuel depletion occur after decay? (t1 > t2)

$24 Remain in basic control

8§25 Switch to fuel consumption acceleration mode

§26 Calculate engine driving rate to make 1 approach t2

$§27 Make decision to increase engine driving rate and switch
engine operation point to fuel consumption operation point

$28 |s t2 going to be larger than or equal to t1?

§29 Lower charging upper limit during external charging

$30 Switch to engine power generation/charging mode

(57) Abstract: Provided is a hybrid vehicle control apparatus which comprises:
an engine (1) driven according to fuel supply from a fuel tank (14); a drive
wheel (6) driven according to power supply from a battery (4); a drive motor (3)
for driving the drive wheel (6); and an integrated vehicle controller (24). A tuel
consumption estimation means estimates the number of days required from the
present to refueling or fuel depletion (t1) (step S21). A fuel decay estimation
means estimates the number of days required from the present to fuel decay (12)
(step S22). When the refueling timing (t1) occurs after the fuel decay timing (t2)
(YES in step S23), a fuel decay limiting control means switches to a fuel con-
sumption acceleration mode corresponding to the size of the gap between both
timings (t1) and (t2) (steps S23 - S30). By appropriately switching to the fuel
consumption acceleration mode on the basis of a predictive estimation of fuel
consumption progress and fuel decay progress, a drop in fuel consumption rate
is prevented and fuel decay is suppressed.
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