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Zo all whom it ay concern: |

Be it known that I, MARY J. SPENCER of
the city of Brooklyn, L. I., State of New York,
have invented an Improved Receptacle for
School-Children’s Implements, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention is intended as a substitute for

- the metallic boxes heretofore employed by
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- school children for containing their pencils,

pems, erasers, rubbers, and sponges. The box
heretofore made for this purpose has been
called the ““scholar’s companion,”’ and is gen-
erally known by ‘that’ name.. In use,-noises
are made by the careless deposit of the box
upon the desk, or by allowing it to fall, or by
the rattling of its contents. ~Such noises are
disturbing in school, and it is the object of
my ‘invention to prevent this cause ‘of dis-
turbance. - To that end, I construct for con-
taining scholars’ implements a case made of
flexible material—such as cloth or thin leath-
er—and provide parallel elongated pockets
for separately containing pencils and .pens,

“together with a pocket for containing rubber

and chalk, and-a water-proof sponge-pocket
for containing 4 sponge of. considerable size,

- the pockets for containing the pencils -and

‘sponge being so arranged that a flap at*one

- side of the structure can be folded over their

- elongated pockets.

s

mouths, and the case can then be rolled up

- tpon an axis parallel with the longitudinal

axis of the pencils and pens contained in the

The accompanying - drawings, llustrating

~my improved scholar’s companion, are as fol-
Jows: ‘

Figure 1 is a view of the inside of the case
as itappears when unrolled. Portions of the

‘pocket-coverings are represented as broken

out, in order to showthe contents of the pock-
ets, and the flap for covering the ends of the
sponge and pencil pockets is represented as
only partly buttoned. Fig. 2is a transverse
section of the case as it appears when rolied
up. ‘

The drawings represent a case, A, made of

enameled cloth or othersuitable fabric;having

formed npon its interior a pocket, B, for con-

" taining pen-wiper, rubber, or other articles,
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and a water-proof sponge-pocket, C, for con-
taining a sponge, ', fastened to one end of

~ the cord C°, the other end of which is secured

to the case. Parallel longitndinal pockets D,

E, T, and G are provided for containing pen,
The flap a is provided for s

pencils, and ruler. I
folding inward and covering the mouthsof the
pockets C, D, E, I, and G. : o
To secure the flap in position when folde
inward, it is provided with button-holes « for
attachment to buttons ¢’ secured to the inside
of the ease. The outer wall of the pocket BB
is provided with the button-hole b for engag-
ing the buiton?’, in order to fasten the mouth
of thepocket B.  Itisdesirable that the sponge
shall be contained in a water-proof pocket,
and, for that reason, if the fabric of which the
case is composed is not of water-proof char-
acter, T line the sponge-pocket with oiled silk
or other suitable material which is water-

proof. I provide my case with one or more g

straps, H, to embrace and hold it when rolled
up. : :
The advantages of my improvement are,

.that. it can be rolled up into comparatively

small compass, and can then be handled or let
fall without causing noise. At the same time
there is provided in it the large sponge-pock-
et, which is water-proof, and the guard-flap
which folds over the mouths of the sponge and
pencil pockets, and prevents the pencils and
pens from falling out.

Tam aware that flexible dressing-cases have
been previded with sponge-pockets made of
oiled silk and closed by a gathering-cord in-
serted through a hem around the mouth of
the pocket. Such a mode of construction
causes ‘the sponge, when the mouth of the
sponge-pocket isclosed, to be compressed into

‘@ ball, which interferes with the longitudinal

rollingup of the dressing-case. Tn my inven-
tion there is no gathering of the mouth of the
sponge-pocket tending to compress the sponge
into a ball when the mouth is’closed; but, on

60

65

75

go-

85

Q0

the contrary, the necessary protection of the -

sponge-pocket is afforded by the overlapping
upon it of the flap, which also overlaps and
cloges the mouth of the elongated - pockets.
There being therefore no previous compres-
sion of the sponge, it is flattened into a curved
plane by the rolling up of my improved récep-
tacle, and does not prevent the symmetrical
rolling thereof. R

I claim as my invention—

As an improved article of manufacture, the
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receptacle for school- children’s implements
herein described, the same consisting of the
case A, composed of flexible material, provided
with the flap @ at one end, and provided with
the water-proof sponge-pocket C, and with

two or more parallel elongated pockets so ar-

ranged that the buttoning down of the flap «
closes the mouth of the sponge-pocket and the

mouths of the parallel elongated pockets, and
prevents the contents of the said pockets from 10
escaping.

MARY J. SPENCER.
‘Witnesses: '

RoBERT C. HOWES,
E. H. WIrriaMs,




