
(No Model.) 2 Sheets-Sheet 1. 
T. H. BETTY, 

TOBACCO GUM OR RETAINER. 
No. 586,414. Patented July 13, 1897. 

S 

E s 

E. 

sS. 

s 

7Waz72-esses. 

u/7%e2(C/24/eate/ 

the Norris Peters co, Proto-luthio. was ingro... c. 

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  



(No Model. ) 2 Sheets-Sheet 2. 
T. H. BETTY, 

TOBACCO GUM OR RETAINER, 
No. 586,414. Patented July 13, 1897. 

3. 

772 22 32 
c 4 ar 22-4-(4-4- 

14.1zzarzee 

  



3O 

35 

45 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
THOMAS H. BETTY, OF MANCHESTER, VIRGINIA. 

TOBACCO GUM OR RETA NER. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 586,414, dated July 13, 1897. 
Application filed October 30, 1896, 

To all tuhon, it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS H. BETTY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Man 
chester, in the county of Chesterfield and 
State of Virginia, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Tobacco Gums 
or Retainers; and I do declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, and to the letters and 
figures of reference marked thereon, which 
form a part of this specification. 
My invention relates to the class of recep 

tacles employed in the manufacture of plug 
tobacco known as “gums' or “retainers,” 
and adapted to receive the “lumps’ or rec 
tangular cakes after they are taken from the 
press and maintain them against expansion 
until they become set and ready to be packed 
in boxes for the market. 
The general purpose of my invention is to 

increase the efficiency of these retainers and 
to provide an improved construction by means 
of which the packing of the lumps is facili 
tated and their effective compression during 
the setting process insured. - 
The novel features of my invention will be 

fully disclosed in the following description 
and defined in the appended claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a front elevation of a tobacco-retainer em 
bodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a similar 
view showing the retainer in open position. 
Fig. 3 is a side elevation showing the verti 
cal bars for securing the retainer longitudi 
nally, and Figs. 4 and 5 are detail views of 
the devices for securing the two hinged sec 
tions of the retainer together. 
The retainer is of rectangular form and 

consists of the hinged sections A and B. The 
section. A comprises a side 1 and a front por 
tion 2, while the section B consists of a side 
board 3, a back 4, and a bottom 5, Secured to 
or integral with the side 3 and back 4. 
The two sections A and B are hinged to 

gether by means of encompassing bands C, 
preferably two in number, arranged one 
above and the other below the vertical cen 
ter of the structure. Each of these bands 
comprises two right-angular sections 6 and 7, 
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hinged together at the point 8, one end of the 
angular band 6 having perforated ears 9, be 
tween which is secured a perforated lug 10, 
projecting from the adjacent end of the band 
section 7, by means of a pivot-bolt 11 and nut 
12. The band -sections 6 are secured by 
screws 13 or other fastening devices to the 
section A of the retainer, and the band-sec 
tions 7 are secured by similar means to the 
corresponding retainer-section B. 
A distinguishing characteristic feature of 

my improvement is found in the fact that by 
combining the bottom 5 of the gum or retainer 
with the back and one of the sides thereof 
a right-angular compartment 14 is provided 
within which snugly fit the squared or evened 
edges of the sides of the lumps, thus greatly 
facilitating the packing of the retainer. 
The free end of each of the band-sections 6 

is provided with a horizontally-slotted head 
15, having inclined or beveled shoulders 16 
on its outer face. 
The forward end of each of the band-sec 

tions 7 is recessed to form a socket 17, within 
which is secured one end of a threaded ad 
justable bar or bolt 18 by means of a nut 19. 
These bars or bolts are squared in cross-sec 
tion to prevent their turning within the slots 
of the heads 15, within which they rest when 
the retainer is closed. The inner walls 20 of 
the sockets 17 are inclined or beveled to per 
mit the required horizontal movement of the 
bars 18, and the outer walls of said sockets 
are formed with openings 21 for the same 
purpose. 
To the Outer end of each of the bolts or 

bars 18 is pivotally secured a lever 22, pro 
vided with a cam-head 23, horizontally slot 
ted to form ears 24. The outer ends 25 of the 
bolts 18 are pivotally secured between the 
ears 24 of the levers by pivot-bolts 26. 
As clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 3, the bolts 

18 are adapted to serve as locking-couplings 
when the hinged sections A and B are closed 
together and said bolts restin the slotsformed 
in the heads of the band-sections 6. By turn 
ing the cam-levers 22 into contact with the 
beveled shoulders 16 the band-sections are 
firmly locked together, thus securing the sec 
tions A and B in closed position. 
The outer surfaces of the sides 1 and 3 are 

formed with parallel vertical recesses or 
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