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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS H. BETTY,

OF MANCHESTER,

VIRGINIA.

TOBACCO GUM OR RETAINER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 586,414, dated July 13, 1897.

Application filed October 30, 1896,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS H. BETTY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Man-
chester, in the county of Chestertield and
State of Virginia, have invented certain new
and wuseful Improvements in Tobacco Gums
or Retainers; and I do declare the following
to be afull, clear, and exact deseription of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters and
figures of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to the class of recep-
tacles employed in the manufacture of plug-
tobacco known as ‘“gums?” or ‘‘retainers,”
and adapted to receive the *“lumps” or rec-
tangular cakes after they are taken from the
press and maintain them against expansion
until they become set and ready to be packed
in boxes for the market.

The general purpose of my invention is to
increase the efficiency of these retainers and
toprovide an improved construction by means
of which the packing of the lumps is facili-

tated and their effective compression duun@
the setting processinsured.

The novel features of my invention will be
fully disclosed in the following description
and defined in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a front elevation of a tobacco-retainer em-
bodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a similar
view showing the retainer in open position.
Fig. 3is a sule elevation showing the verti-

al bars for seeuring the retamer longitudi-

nally, and Figs. 4 and 5 are detail views of
the devices for securing the two hinged sec-
tions of the retainer together.

The retainer is of rectangular form and
consists of the hinged sections AandB. The
section A comprises a side 1 and a front por-
tion 2, while the section B consists of a side
board 3, a back 4, and a bottom 5, secured to
or integral with the side 3 and back 4.

The two sections A and B are hinged to-
gether by means of encompassing bands C,
pleferably two in number, arranged one
above and the other below the vermcal cen-
ter of the structure. Each of these bands
comprises two right-angular sections 6 and 7,
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hinged together at the point 8, one end of the -

nwular band 6 having pelforated ears 9, be-
tween which is secured a perforated luoF 10,
projecting from the adjacent end of the band-
section 7, by means of a pivot-bolt 11 and nut
12, The band - sections 6 are secured by
screws 13 or other fastening devices to the
section A of the retainer, and the band-sec-
tions 7 are secured by similar means to the
corresponding retainer-section B.

A distinguishing characteristic feature of
my 1mprovement is found in the fact that by
combining the bottom 5 of the gum orretainer
with the baek and one of the sides thereof
a right-angular compartment 14 is provided
within which snugly fit the squared orevened
edges of the sides of the lumps, thus greatly
facilitating the packing of the retainer.

The free end of each of the band-sections 6
is provided with a horizontally-slotted head
15, having inclined or beveled shoulders 16
on its outer face.

The forward end of each of the band-sec-
tions 7 is recessed to form a socket 17,within
which is secured one end of a threaded ad-
justable bar or bolt 18 by means of a nut 19.
These bars or bolts are squared in cross-sec-
tion to prevent their turning within the slots
of the heads 15, within which they rest when
the retainer is closed. The inner walls 20 of
the sockets 17 are inclined or beveled to per-
mit the required horizontal movement of the
bars 18, and the-outer walls of said sockets
are formed with openings 21 for the same
purpose.

To the outer end of each of the bolts or
bars 18 is pivotally secured a lever 22, pro-
vided with a cam-head 23, horizontally slot-
ted to form ears 24. The outer ends25 of the
bolts 18 are pivotally secured between the
ears 24 of the levers by pivot-bolts 26.

As eclearly shown in Figs. 1 aund 3, the bolts
18 are adapted to serve as locking-couplings
when the hinged sections A and B are closed
together and said bolts restin the slotsformed
in the heads of the band-sections 6. BLyturn-

‘ing the cam-levers 22 into contact with the
beveled shoulders 16 the band-sections are
firmly locked together, thus securing the sec-
tions A and B in elosed position.

The outer surfaces of the sides 1 and 3 are
formed with parallel vertical recesses or
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grooves 27 to receive metallic bars 28. These
bars are bent at right angles at their lower
ends to fit into recesses 29 and 30, formed,
respectively, in the lower edge of the sides 1
and 3 and in the bottom 5. The upper ends
of the bars 28 project above the top edge of
the sides 1 and 3 and are provided with ver-
tically-elongated slots 31 to receive the ends
of the headed locking-keys 82, which are held
in place removably by wedges 33 after a top
or suitable cover for the retainer is in place.

The operation and utility of the retainer
as above desecribed will be readily understood
by those skilled in the manufacture and han-

 dling of plug-tobacco, and may be summa-

rized as follows: The lumps or cakes when
taken from the tobacco-press are of just the
proper size to snugly fit the wooden packing-
boxes in which they are supplied to the trade.
It is necessary, however, that the Iumps be
set or dried to prevent expansion, and for this
purpose theyare packed in retainers. Itwill

‘be obvious that my improved construction

- presents two right-angular sections, one pro-
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vided with a bottomn upon which the lumps
may be conveniently packed. After the re-
tainer is filled with layers of lumps or cakes
the two sections A and B are brought together
and firmly secured by the bolts and cam-le-
vers described.

It will be obvious that the bolts 18, when
the retainer is in closed position, are diago-
nally opposite the hinges of the sections A
and B, thus bracing the retainer diagonally.

After filling the retainer the lumps usually
project slightly above the top edge thereof
and are compressed by submitting them to
the action of apressuntil thayare sufficiently
below the top edge of the retainer to permit
the application of a suitable cover, after
which the latter is firmlyheld in place by the
keys 32 and wedges 33. .

It will be apparent that the coupling bars
or bolts 18 are readily adjustable by manipu-
lating the nuts arranged ou their threaded
ends.

I preferably form the clamping-band sec-
tions 6 and 7 with longitudinal projecting
strengthening - ribs, but said ribs may of
course be omitted, and various other modifi-
cations in the details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
of my invention. .

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. In a tobacco gum or retainer, tworight-
angular sections A, B, hinged together, the
inner side face of section A (when the gum
or retainer is closed), resting against the ver-
tical edge of the back portion of section B,
and the vertical edge of the front portion of
section A resting against the inner side face
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of section B, in combination with a bottom
secured to one of said sections, a removable
top, and locking mechanism, comprising rigid
right-angular interlocking members, one of
said members having a slotted héad, and the
other member provided with a coupling bar
or bolt adapted to pass in the slotted head,
and a cam-lever secured to one end of the
bar or bolt for securing the sections together.

2. In a tobacceo gum or retainer, the com-
‘bination with two right-angular hinged seec-
tions, of means for securing said sections to-
gether, comprising rigid right-angular inter-
locking members, one of said members hav-
ing a slotted head, while the otherisprovided
with a coupling bar or bolt, said bar or bolt
being adapted topassintheslotted head, and
a cam-lever secured to one end of said baror
bolt.
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3. In a tobacco gum or retainer, the com- -

bination with two right-angular hinged sec-

tions A, B, of a bottom secured to orintegral

with section B, encompassing bands compris-
ing rigid right-angular sections hinged to-
gether, and adjustable coupling bars or bolts,
each bar or bolt being adapted to passin the
slotted head of one of the encompassing-band
sections, and cam-levers secured tosaid bars
or bolts at one end thereof for securing the
band-sections together. .

4. In a tobacco gum or retainer, the com-
bination with tworight-angular box-sections,
of two rigid right-angular sectional bands
hinged together and firmly secured to the
box-sections, one of said right-angular band-
sections having a slotted head provided with
beveled shoulders, and the other band-see-
tion being recessed and provided with an ad-

“justably-secured cam-lever, adapted to en-

gage the beveled shoulders of said slotted
head.

5. In a tobacco gum or retainer, the com-
bination with hinged right-angular box-see-
tions, of means for securing said sections to-
gether, comprising interlocking members one
of which is provided with a horizontally-slot-
ted head having beveled shoulders, while the
other member is recessed and provided with
a cam-lever secured by a coupling bar or
bolt.

6. The combination with the right-angular
hinged sections, of a band-section 6 provided
with a slotted head having a beveled shoul-
der-section 7, provided with a beveled socket,
a coupling bar or bolt secured in said socket,
and a cam-lever secured to said bar or bolt,
and adapted to engage said slotted head.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS H. BETTY.

Witnesses:
AUGUSTINE ROYALL,
CLARENCE VADEN.
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