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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, CHARLEs E. IFOSTER, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Washington, in the Distriet of Columbia,

5 have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Firearms, of which the fol-
lowing is a speecification.

The object of my invention is to prevent
the. explosion of the cartridge of a firearm,

10 except when the latter is properly grasped
for the purpose of firing, and to this end I
provide the arm with a slide so constructed
as when in the normal position to obstruct the
movement of some part of the arm with a

15 spring for maintaining the slide normally in

this position, and with a head upon the slide
projecting beyond the frame or stock in such
position that the head will be pressed upon
only when the arm is grasped for the purpose
of firing,and the slide will thereby be moved to

a position to no longer obstruct the operation

of the firing mechanism, all as set forth here-
inafter, and as illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation of suffi-
cient of apistol toillustrate my improvement.
Fig. 2 is a section transversely on the line
2 2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a sectional elevation
illustrating a modification.

Heretofore firearms have been provided
with levers actuated by springs in one direc-
tion and by pressure of the hand in the
other, and so constructed and arranged as
when in their normal position to lock some
portion of the firing mechanism. The ob-
ject of this arrangement is to prevent the
premature firing of the arm, but an objec-
tion to the construction is that the levers
must be of considerable length and conse-
quently of greater or less flexibility, so that
they can yield to a certain extent when pres-
sure is applied to the firing mechanism, and
they are liable to be vibrated by jars or blows
upon the arm. By the construction whieh 1
will now describe I avoid these objections.

The improved safety device may be ap-
plied to either pistols or rifles or any other
kind of hand-arms. As shown in the draw-
ings, it is in connection with an ordinary
50 revolving pistol. :

The trigger, hammer, and other usual parts
of the pistol may be arranged in the frame
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as usual and of any suitable construction in
connection either with a revolving eylinder
or any other means of supporting the car- 53
tridges and presenting them in line with a
barrel. In connection with the aforesaid
parts as embodied in any of the usual con- -
structions I make use of a slide so arranged
that in its normal position it will present an 6o
obstruction to the withdrawal of the hammer

or to the movement of some part connected
with the hammer for the purpose of shifting
the position of the same for firing.

As shown in the drawings, the sliding stop 63
is so arranged that a portion of the same will
extend beneath the tail of the hammer when
the parts are in their normal position, and
will thereby prevent the hammer from being
drawn back, and in said figures the lateral yo
sliding of the stop will carry the contacting
part away from beneath the tail of the ham-
mer, and in the construction illustrated more
particularlyin Fig. 3 the stop slides normally
into position to obstruet the mechanism of 75
the trigger, but may be moved laterally to
permit the trigger to swing upward.

In the construction shown in Figs. 1 and 2
there is a cross-bar 1, provided with a head 5,
which latter extends into and projects out- 8o
ward beyond an opening in the side of the
cheek of the frame of the pistol, the inner
end of the bar 1 extending into a recess in
the opposite frame, and a lug 2 upon the said
bar is so arranged that when the bar is atits 83
extreme position at the left the lug is be-
neath the tail of the hammer 4 and so close
thereto that the hammer cannot be drawn
back. The recess into which the inner end
of the cross-bar 1 is received is closed at the go
outer side of the handle of the firearm, as
shown, and this construction prevents the
said cross-bar from being forced outward be-
yond the side of the handle, which, if not
provided for, would produce an unnecessary g
obstruction to the proper handling of the fire-
arm for the purposes of firing. It will be

seen, furthermore, that the lug 8 constitutes
independent means for limiting the outer
movement of the cross-bar in a direction op- 100
posite to that of the said inner recess, this
construction distinguishing from former con-
structions wherein such limit of movement
is effected by part of the firing mechanism
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itself. A spring.3 is between the side of the -
frame and-the lug 2, and serves to throw the
bar 1 to the limit of ‘its movement toward the
left, projecting the head 5 to its maximum
extent beyond the cheek of the pistol, as lim-
ited: by a lug 7 on the bar 1 making contact
with a lug 8, constituting part of the frame..
The head 5 is of such an extent and so ar-
ranged that when the pistol is taken in the
hand in the position required for firing the
side of the thumb will bear upon the said
head and throw the sliding bar 1 inward to-
ward the right, Fig. 2, thereby carrying the
lug 2 away from beneaJth the tail of the ham-
mer and permitting the latter to be moved by

Inthe modification shown in FFig. 3 the slide
ig-in-the form of a plate 17, which slides-in a
recess in-the frame just back of the trigger 8,
and said: sliding plate has a notch x, wlich,
when the plate is pushed in, is opposite the
edge of the trigger and permits the latter to
move to operate the hammer, but when the
sliding plate 17 is thrown in the direction of
the arrow, Fig. 3, by the pressure of a spring
19,-apart of the sliding plate is brought above
a shoulder of the trigger and prevents the lat-
ter from being moved. TUpon the end of the
sliding plate 17 is a head 5, upon which the
forefinger presses when the piston is seized
for firing.

T6will | be evident that a stop sliding either
forward and back or transversely of the stock
may be arranged in different ways and carry
a.projecting pamt which by one movement is
carried: opposite some operative part of the
mechanism and prevents the pistol from being
operated, while by another movement it is |

.that when the pistol is being.handled in the

.ulated or pressed upon in any way.

carried away from such part to allow it to be

operated as usual. It is essential that the
head 5, whatever may be the character of the
slide employed,shall be so arranged that when
the pistol is seized for firing it will be pressed
upon by some part of the hand or fingers, but
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ordinary way, without any attempt to fire,

there shall be little or no liability of the head

-5 being pressed inward at the same time that

the trigger is pulled or the hammer is manip-
50

‘Without limiting myself to the precise con-
struection and am'angement- of parts set forth
and illustrated I claim—

The combinationin a firearm having in-.one
side of the handle thereof an opening, and in 55
the other side an inner recess whichis closed
onthe outer side of the handle, of a slide with
its inner end working in said recess, and its
outer end provided with a head-normally pro-
jecting outward through saidopening,aspring 6o
for pressing the slide outward in one'direction,
and themeansindependent of the firing mech-
anism for limiting said: outward movement
and comprising the lugs 7 and 8, the said slide
being normallyin engagement with some part 65
of the firing mechanism when' the slide . is
locked, substantially as shown and for the
purposes described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my’
name to this specification:in. the presence of 7o
two subscribing witnesses.

CHARILES E. FOSTER.
Witnesses:

J. 8. BARKER;
G. P. KRAMER...



