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This application is a continuation-in-part of 
my prior copending application Ser. No. 127,232, 
entitled "Invalid chairs', which application is 
sued on December 12, 1939, as Patent No. 
2,182,915. 
In said prior application I have described and 

illustrated invalid chairs of my invention, a fea 
ture whereof is the provision of a seat Section 
pivotally mounted with relation to the running 
gear or wheels, which seat section is movable un 
der control of an occupant of the chair to lower 
and raise a pair of legs to and from the ground. 
With legs in lowered position the Weight of the 
chair is divided between the rearward. Wheels and 
the legs, the latter providing a stable contact 
With the floor. 
I have noW invented novel wheel braking means 

for use with chairs of the invalid type, which 
braking means are automatically applied and re 
leased by the movement of a seat Section of the 
general type referred to above. Whereas I am 
aware that Said Wheel braking means are effec 
tive in such a chair structure regardless of 
whether the latter also includes ground-contact 
ing legs, I have herein illustrated in my preferred 
embodiment the combined advantages of both. 

In Said embodiment is provided the advantage 
that the rear Wheels of the chair are simulta 
neously braked When the legs are lowered to the 
ground, thereby providing positive braking ac- 3 
tion at all four points of contact of the chair 
with the ground. Similarly, the wheel braking 
means are simultaneously released When the legs 
are raised. Furthermore, said braking means are 
operable by an occupant of the chair along with 
the other mechanism thereof, and require no ma 
nipulation in addition to that necessary for oper 
ating the legs. The braking means are simple 
and positive in action, have no mechanical parts 
subject to breakdown, and require no care. 
Other and further advantages of my invention 

will be apparent from the following description 
of the drawing, Whereof: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the invalid chair 
embodying my invention; and 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged diagrammatic view of a 
portion adjacent the wheel illustrating the oper 
ation of the braking means. 

Fig. 1 shows an invalid chair of the general 
type illustrated and described with reference to 
Figs. 1-10 of my application Ser. No. 127,232, 
with certain details omitted. Said chair con 
prises a running gear section fo having a pair of 
rear wheels supplied with hand rims 2, and 
a front swivel wheel 3. Seat section 4 is hinged 
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5 brakes to rear wheels . 

to tilt about the horizontal axis of hinge members 
5 (only one shown) at either side of the running 

gear section 0. The location of the axis of hinge 
members 5 is such that normally the center of 
gravity of the seat section and occupant is 
slightly forward of said axis, thereby permitting 
the Occupant to tilt the seat Section upward at its 
forward end, by slightly shifting his weight in 
the seat. 
Two depending legs 6 (only one shown) are 

Secured to the forward corners of seat section 4. 
Toggle latch l, whose ends are hinged to the 
bottom and top of the seat and running gear sec 
tions, is provided to support the seat section in 
the raised (or dotted line) position, with legs 
elevated from the floor. Release of the toggle 
latch by means of chain 9 causes the seat sec 
tion 4 to tilt forward until legs 6 meet the 
ground. 

Full description of this operation, and further 
details of the chair construction, will be found in 
my said application Ser. No. 127,232. 
According to the present invention I employ 

the movement of seat section 4 for applying 
I attach a brake or bar 

f8 to the underneath surface of seat section 4 
in Such proximity to the Wheels f that, when 
seat section 4 is tilted forward, the extremities 
of Said bar 8 will be forced against the wheels 

, which are preferably rubber covered. Corre 
Spondingly, When seat section f4 is tilted back 
Ward, brake 8 is removed from contact with the 
Wheels. These two positions of brake 8 are illus 
trated in Fig. 2 in solid and dotted lines respec 
tively. 

Brake 8 may be of wood or metal, and need 
not take the particular form shown so long as 
projections are provided in the general position 
indicated, adapted to be brought into and out of 
contact with the wheels. 

It will be understood that if the brake is em 
ployed with a chair having legs as illustrated, 
there is provided in one operation a simultaneous 
application of brakes to the wheels and lowering 
of Said legs to the ground, and a simultaneous 
release of brakes and raising of legs in the re 
verse operation. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An invalid chair having forward and rear 

Ward Supporting wheels, a seat section movable 
about an approximately horizontal axis located 
between said forward and rearward wheels; at 
least one leg carried by said seat section forward 
of Said axis, and braking means for one or more 
of Said rearward Wheels connected with said seat 
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Section; said seat section being movable about 
said axis under control of an occupant of the 
chair to thereby shift both said leg and said 
braking means from an active position to an 
inactive position and Vice Versa. 

2. An invalid chair having a plurality of sup 
porting Wheels, a seat Section, means supporting 
said seat section providing for movement of said 
seat section relative to said wheels, and braking 
means comprising a cross-bar member located on 
said seat Section for braking contact with one or 
more of said wheels when said seat section is 
moved. 
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3. An invalid chair having a plurality of sup 

when said seat section is tilted. 
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porting wheels, a seat section, means supporting 
said seat section providing for tilting movement 
of said seat section relative to said wheels, and 
braking means comprising a member attached to 
said seat section adapted to be wedged between 
said seat-section and one or more of said wheels 

4. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
braking means comprise a cross-bar carried by 
the seat-section brought into and out of braking 
contact with one or more of the wheels by move 
ment of said seat-section. 

FREDERICK. W. CONNOLLY. 

  


