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UNTTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

SIDNEY L. RALPH, OF ABILENE, TEXAS.

DISPLAY-RACK FOR WALL-PAPER AND OTHER MERCHANDISE.

1,116,484.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Application filed June 26; 1913, Serial No. 775,980.

Ty all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Smxuy L. Rarem,
a citizen of the United  States, residing at
Abilene, in the county of Taylor and State
of Texas, have invented a new and useful
Display - Rack for Wall - Paper and other
Merchandise, of which the following is a
specification. : ‘

The device forming the subject matter of
this application is. & display  structure,
adapted ‘to be employed for exhibiting wall
paper and hangings.

One object of the present invention is to

rovide a device of the class described, in
which both the wall paper and the ceiling
paper may be exposed to advantage.

‘Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide novel means for mounting in place the
display members whereon the wall paper is
carried.

Tt is within the scope of the invention to
improve generally and to enhance the utility
of, devices of that type to which the pres-
ent invention appertains.

With the above and other objects in view
which will appear as the description : pro-
ceeds, the invention resides in the combina-
tion and arrangement of parts and in the
details of construction hereinafter described
and  claimed, it being - understood that
changes in the precise embodiment of the
invention . herein disclosed can be made
within the scope of what is claimed without
departing from the spirit of the invention.

Tn the drawings:—Figure 1 shows the in:
vention in perspective, parts being broken
away. Fig.2 isa side elevation of one of the
corner caps which are carried by the pivotally
mounted display members; Migdis a sec-
tion through one corner cap on the line 3—3
of Fig. 2; Fig. 4 isa longitudinal section

cap; Fig. 5 is a longitu-
dinal section through the corner cap which
is assembled with the lower corner of the
display member; Fig. 6 is a longitudinal
cection showing a modified form of corner
cap; Figs. 7 and 8 are elevations of screws
which are employed in connection with that
form of corner cap depicted in Tig. 65 Fig.
9 is a transverse section of the supporting
bar which is connected with the lower por-
tion of the cabinet; Fig. 10 is a transverse
cection of the bar which is connected with
the cabinet, the bars
chown in Figs. 9 and 10 constituting the
means whereby the display members  are

| movably and pivotally connected to the cab-
‘jnet. Fig. 11 is a transverse section of one
display member; and Fig. 12.is a fragmen.
tal transverse section of the upper portion
-of the cabinet. e : ‘

" In carrying out the invention there 18
provided a cabinet 1:which may be. of any
desired form.  Since the cabinet 1 will vary
in  construction, in accordance with the
tastes of the user, the cabinet need not be
described in great detail.
however, preferably comprises a hollow_to
9 equipped in its interior with longitudinal,
side supports: 3,
of plates or bars projecting inwardly into
the interior of the top2. The top isequipped
with end supports 4 and with an intermedi-
ate support b, the supports 4 and 5 prefer-
ably being in the form of bars extended
transversely of the side supports 3. Mount-
ed removably upon the supporting struc-
ture above described, and located within the
contonr of the hollow top 2 of the cabinet
1 are panels 6 which preferably are fash-
ioned from pulp-board. To these panels b
may be secured sections of paper which are
adapted to_cover the ceiling of a room.

The cabinet 1 inclndes a.base T which
may be of any form, the base being con-
nected with the top 2 in any desired manner.
In the present instance,
referred to are connected by means of an
end wall 8 and by means of posts 9, the top
9 and the base 7 being united at the rear ot
the cabinet. by braces 10 in the present in-

velation. A bar 11 is secured to the hollow
top 2 adjacent the rear of the cabinet, the
edges of the bar 11 being beveled as indi-
onted at 12. The bar 11 1s provided with a
plurality of openings 14 in which thimbles
15 ave held. A bar 16 is secured to the base
7 in vertical alinement with the Bar 11, the
longitudinal edges of the bar 16 being bev-
eled as indicated at.17. In the lower face of
the bar 16 there is formed a channel 18
chown . most clearly in Fig. 9, and -in the
channel 18 is digposed a metal thrust strip
19. In the upper face of the bar 16 there
ave a plurality of openings 20, the openings
90 being alined vertically. with the openings
14 in the bar 11. The lower ends of ‘the
‘openings 20  are closed by the thrust
strip 19.

The invention further includes a plural-
ity of display members 91, shown in position
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in Fig. 1, one of the display members being
depicted in cross section in Fig. 11. Each
display member 21 comprises a frame 22,

|

any desired ceiling panel 6 may be mounted
in place upon the supported  structures
8—4—35. The display members 21 may - be

channeled upon its inner edge as indicated | swung upon their pivotal mountings 29292,
at 23 to receive the edge of a panel 24 which | so that any desired display member; or any

ordinarily is made of pulp-board. To the
‘panel 24 may be attached in any suitable
manner, strips of paper adapted to cover the
side walls of a room. ‘
The rear upper and lower corners of the
display members 21 are pivotally connected
with the cabinet 1, and this construction may
be’carried out in a variety of ways. In the
present instance, corner caps 25 are pro-
vided, each cap 25 comprising a back 26,

‘side walls 27 and an end +all 28, Project-

ing from the end wall 28 and in the present
mstance formed integrally therewith is a
pin29. Oneof the corner caps 25 as above
described and as shown in F 1gs. 2, 8 and 4
is' mounted upon the upper rear corner of
each display member 21, the pin 29 entering
one of the thimbles 15 of the bar 12. There
are holes 81 in the side walls 27 of the cor-
ner caps 25, whereby through the medium
of suitable securing elements, the corner
caps-may be held in place upon the display
members 21.  The corner cap shown in Fig.
5 is mounted upon the lower rear corner. of
each. display member 21. The corner cap
shown in Fig. 5 does not differ in construc-
tion from the corner cap hereinbefore de-
scribed, saving for the fact that the pin 292

~ of the lower corner cap is shorter than the
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pin 29 of the upper corner cap, the pin 29=
being journaled in one of the openings 20
of the lower bar 16, the strip 19 receiving
the lower end of the pin 29° and constituting
a thrust bearing therefor. Owing to the
fact that the pin 29° is shorter than the pin
29, any display member 21 may be raised up
until the pin 29° no longer lies in the open-
ing 20.  Thereupon, the display member 21
may be removed readily from the cabinet.

In Fig. 6 a slight modification in the cop-
ner cap is shown, the corner cap being de-
noted by the numeral 82, In the end wall
33 of the corner cap there is an opening 3
adapted to receive a threaded pin 35 which"
may be scréwed into the upper edge of the:
display member 21, the threaded portion of
the pin being indicated by the reference
character 36. The smooth portion of the
lower pin 37 is shorter than the smooth por-
tion of the upper pin 35, for a purpose which
has been set forth hereinbefore, in connec-
tion with the pins 29 and 29s,

From the foregoing it will be seen that
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pair of display members may be brought
into coSperation with one of the ceiling
panels 6. Thus, the purchaser, at a glance

Jis enabled to note the effect produced by

any desired ceiling paper and by any de-
sited wall papers. There may be any chosen
number of the display members 21, and as
hereinbefore pointed out, they may be read-
ily shifted from place to place within the
cabinet. '

‘It is obvious that the structure herein dis-
closed may be employed for displaying mer-
chandise other than wall paper. Under
such circumstances, any suitable suspending
means for the articles displayed may be em-
ployed. ‘

. Having thus described the invent; on, what
is claimed is:— .

1. In a device of the
cabinet; and codperating elements compris-
ing a horizontally disposed ' display panel
mounted in the cabinet and a vertically dis-

posed display panel mounted in the cabinet

im close relation with the horizontally - dis-
posed panel, one of said ‘co0perating ele:
ments being removable and the other of said
cotperating elements being duplicated, the
duplicated elements being movable with re.
spect to each other and being movable with
respect to the removable element. o

2. In a device of the class described, a
cabinet; ‘a movably mounted horizontally
disposed display ‘member carried by the
cabinet; and a plurality of vertically dis-
posed display members ‘carried by the cab-
et and located in close relation to the
horizontally disposed display member, the
horizontal and vertical display members co-
operating to set forth for mspection, and in
their normal positions, house decorations
which normally stand in the horizontal and
vertical positions assumed by the display
members, the vertically disposed members
being individually
codperation with the horizontally disposed
member.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

: SIDNEY L. RALPH.

Witnesses :

W. P. MaHoFrEY,
J. O. Pimrson.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D. ¢.” -
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