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A system and method for document transmission over a computer network (10) utilizes a CGI listing script (20) to solicit document
selection (40) and a CGI sending script to send an e-mail (50) with the selected document as an attachment (60).
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DOCUMENT TRANSFER OVER NETWORK USING CGI SCRIPT

BACKGROUND OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

Generally, the present invention relates to the
field of document transfer over a computer network. More
specifically, the present invention relates to a system and
method for the automated transmission of documents and data
over a computer network, including the Internet, in order to
simplify the user tasks of retrieving and working with
documents and data relating to retrieved documents.
DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART

The prior art has long recognized the potential of
computer networks for transfer of documents between a central
document store and remote document users. PFurther, the prior
art has recognized the desirability of the remote document
user being able to work with any received document. That is,
the user being able to readily print the received document on
the user’s local printer, and to edit the received document or
to input data into the received document.

A few examples of document and data transfer include
an individual downloading tax forms at home from a central IRS
site, completing the downloaded tax forms and returning the
completed tax form to an IRS processing center; a software
retailer’'s offering downloadable updates for software; and a
corporate sales manager distributing informational announce-
ments to a field sales force. Prior art methods to accomplish
these document and data transfers, however, are complex and
often fraught with a plurality of steps and software applica-
tions that frustrate users and deter users from the end goal
of document and data transfer.

As a specific example, consider downloading 1IRS
documents. The IRS Web site offers many documents (forms,
instructions, etc.) for downloading. To retrieve an available
document one must first select a file format (e.g. PDF, PCL,

PostScript, and SMGL). Most Internet users are not aware that
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PCL and PostScript refer to printer control languages, nor do
they generally know how to view or print these documents. PDF
documents are a specialized file format supported by Adobe
(trademark) and require the use of a piece of secondary
software, Adobe Acrobat Reader (trademark) to view the
document .

At the IRS Web sgite, after a user selects a file
format and the particular document the user desires, a new Web
page 1is presented. The page may advise the user that the
desired document is available in several formats depending on
printer type and paper size. The Web page also advises the
user that after receiving the file, the user must decompress
the file by typing the filename and pressing enter; that the
file must be run under DOS; for systems other than DOS, that
PKUNZIP can be used to decompress the file. Many users find
these steps impossible.

Users who do determine and select the appropriate
document file to download are presented with yet another
window asking if the file should be downloaded. If down-
loading is desired, the user must specify a path to store the
file locally. After the file is downloaded the user must
locate the document at the previously specified path and
decompress the file using appropriate software.

In addition to this process being overwhelming, the
resulting document may be of limited use. If the PDF format
is used, that file may not be editable. PCL or PostScript
files may only be printable on the printer and paper size for
which the document file was specifically designed.

Thus, prior art systems require users to download
and install special document reader programs and decompression
programs. These programs take up hard drive space and add a
further level of complexity to the document transfer process.
Documents transferred via FTP or bulletin board sites present

similar difficulties.
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Further, document users, as exemplified by Internet
users, often have disparate needs and capabilities. The prior
art, while attempting to address the broad range of user needs
and skills, has resulted in a variety of generally complex
gystemg and methods to accommodate document transfer. This
variety in sum results in computer network users being
presented with expensive, complex, and difficult-to-learn
alternatives. The absence of a flexible, easy-to-operate
document transfer system often results in users simply
abandoning the document transfer effort.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to overcome
some of the disadvantages of the prior art systems by pro-
viding for automated transmission of documents and data over
the Internet and over Intranets.

It is a further object of the present invention to
provide a novel method of providing a remote user access to
formsgs and other formatted or graphic documents across all
major computing platforms without the need for secondary
formatting software.

It igs yet a further object of the present invention
to provide a novel method of transferring selected formatted
documents over a computer network.

It is still a further object of the present inven-
tion to provide a novel document transfer system utilizing a
central service providing access to plural documents from
remote user stations which allows a user to locate, retrieve
and print fully formatted documents in user-designated
formats.

It is another object of the present invention to
provide a novel, non-technical system adapted to access
formatted documents over a computer network which obviates the
need to use specialized formats such as Adobe Acrobat Reader.

It is yet a further object of the present invention

to provide a document transfer system having an operating
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capability within an Internet browser to permit selection and
retrieval of documents without the need to install a browser
plug-in, helper applications, decompression programs, and to
obviate the requirement for a user to specify a document save
location through a ’'save’ window.

It is yet another object of the present invention to
provide a novel method of transferring documents and related
data between a central server and one or more remote users.

It is a still further object of the present inven-
tion to provide a novel method and system of providing for
government agencies and other services or goods purchasers,
procurement electronically over computer networks and to
eliminate much of the required paper-form procurement docu-
ments of the prior art procurement methods.

These and other objects and advantages of the
present invention will be apparent to those of skill in the
art from a perusal hereof.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention offers a user-friendly system
that sends user-selected documents, which may also include
related data, from a central server to a remote user automati-
cally over a computer network utilizing a server gateway
interface script to directly attach the selected document and
any related data to an e-mail message directed to a designated
e-mail address. The invention also provides for the return of
documents and information from the user to the central server.

The documents may be of any format, including forms,
instructional materials, newsletters, and databases. The
server gateway interface may be the Common Gateway Interface
(“CGI”). The related data may include user-personal informa-
tion, form-specific data, and user preferences.

The invention includes a central server upon which
the server gateway interface script and the available docu-

ments and data reside.
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The documents are made available in plural formats,
which may include but are not limited to Microsoft Word
(trademark), Corel WordPerfect (trademark), Lotus 123 (trade-
mark), Microsoft Excel (trademark), and ASCII Text.

An computer network document transfer system of the
present invention includes a CGI sending script which in-
structs a network server to send an e-mail to a user e-mail
address and to attach to the e-mail a user-selected document
in a user-selected document format.

The present invention also includes a provision for
a security screen to maintain, manage, rename, update and
remove the available documents.

The various embodiments of the present invention
include both methods and systems which provide user-friendly
methods and systems that send wuser-selected documents,
optionally including related data and data entry points, from
a central server to a remote user automatically over a
computer network. These embodiments include host sites such
as the IRS and other government agencies as well as private
corporate hosts providing selectable documents and services
from a central server such as tax forms, application forms
such grant applications, business and tax forms and reporting
forms, and publications such as government reports, books, and
instructions.

In these embodiments, users log onto a web-site,
select and download a document file. The downloaded document
file may be saved, data entered in data fields of the docu-
ments, printed, and e-mailed back or conventionally returned,
e.g., faxed or mailed back to the document sender.

By using the invention on a secure server, digital
commerce such as procurement and consumer purchasing is
advanced.

Further, the invention is suitable both for automat-
ic e-mailing of selected documents to individual users and

groups of users alike. The invention provides for mailing in
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a Dbroadcast e-mail mode wherein selectable e-mail 1lists
determine who, and in what format, documents such as printable
magazines or forms are sent. Such electronic mail broadcast-
ing saves both sender costs but further environmental policies
but avoiding the use of paper mail.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Figure 1 is a view of an embodiment of the document
transfer system of the present invention.

Figure 2 is a flow chart of a method of the present
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

With reference to Figure 1, an embodiment of the
present invention is a computer network document transfer
system 10 which includes a CGI sending script 20 residing on
a network server 30 together with documents (or document
files) 40. The CGI sending script 20 instructs the network
server 30 to send an e-mail 50 and to attach to the e-mail a
selected document 60 in a selected document format from the
documents 40 residing on the server 30.

The CGI sending script 20 is an e-maill generating
tool that avoids any need to pass information to an e-mail
application or to invoke an e-mail application. The CGI
sending script 20 accepts a destination e-mail address, a
desired document 60, and a desired document format and then
generates and sends, via network server 30, the generated e-
mail 50 to the user e-mail address together with the desired
document 60 as an e-mail attachment. The CGI sending script
inputs may be taken from a database file 70 or solicited from
a user. When inputs are solicited from a user, the CGI
sending script interprets the user responses and attaches the
selected document in the selected format to an outgoing e-mail
sent to the user’s e-mail address.

The CGI scripts and the documents both normally

reside in the CGI bin of the server. However, either or both
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the CGI scripts and the documents may reside outside the CGI
bin. ‘

An embodiment of the present invention may operate
in either an Internet or Intranet environment. In each
network, a user selects and retrieves a desired document 60 in
a desired format from the network server 30.

In such an embodiment the user may be at a user
terminal 80 that is connected to the network server 30 via the
Internet (depicted by two-way lines 90) or an Intranet (also
depicted by two-way lines 90). The user selects documents by
first accessing the appropriate document server Web page,
e.g., www.docs-r-us.com, which triggers a listing process
script 100 of this invention.

The listing process script 100 of this invention
determines the dcocument files 45 available and provides the
user with a list of available document files 45 and a list of
available formats 112 for available document files 45. For
the purpose of interacting with a Web browser and network
server, the listing process 100 of the invention is written as
a CGI script.

The listing process script 100 solicits input from
the user by a request form 110. The request form 110 includes
input region for the user e-mail address 111, allows the user
to select a particular document 60, e.g., doc 3 from list of
available document files 45, and alsc allows the user to
select a document format 112, e.g., format 3. The user
responses to the request form 110 are submitted wvia network
server 30 to the CGI sending script 20.

In a system embodiment, the network server 30 hosts
plural documents 40. The CGI 1listing script 100 first
provides a user at a user terminal 80 a list of available
documents 45 from the plural documents 40 residing on the
network server 30. Additionally, for the available documents
40, the CGI listing script 100 also provides the user a list
of available document formats 112. The CGI listing script 100
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further solicits from the user the user e-mail address 111, a
document-select input indicating the selected document 60 to
be transferred from the list of available documents 45, and a
gelected document-format input indicating the selected
document format from the list of available document formats
112.

The CGI sending script 20 instructs the network
gserver 30 to send the e-mail 50 to the user e-mail address 111
and to attach to the e-mail 50 the selected document 60
indicated by the document-select input in the selected format
112 indicated by the document-format input.

In the above embodiments, the network server 30 may
be part of an Intranet, the Internet, or both an Intranet and
the Internet.

With reference to Figures 1 and 2, the present
invention includes a method of transferring documents on a
computer network. The invention provides a CGI sending script
20 residing on a network server 30 sending instructions to the
network server 30 to send an e-mail 50 to a user e-mail
address 111 and to attach to the e-mail 50 a selected document
60 in a selected document format.

The invention allows a network user (including an
Internet or an Intranet user) to user-select and download a
desired document 60 from a remote network server 30.

In an embodiment of the method of the invention, the
CGI sending script 20 and a CGI listing script 100 reside on
network server 30 together with documents 40.

The method utilizes the CGI listing script 100 to
provide a user at a user terminal 80 a list of available
documents 45 from the documents 40 residing on the network
server 30 (step 10). Further the CGI listing script provides
a list of available document formats 112 (step 20).

The CGI listing script 100 also solicits from the
user the user e-mail address 111 (step 30), a document-select

input indicating the selected document to be transferred from
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the list of available documents (step 40), and a selected
document - format input indicating the selected document format
from the list of available document formats (step 50). Note
that steps 10-50 need not be performed in the listed order but
may be performed in any suitable order.

Utilizing the input from steps 30-50, the CGI
sending script 20 instructs the network server to send an e-
mail 50 to the user e-mail address 111 and to attach to the e-
mail 50 the selected document 60 indicated by the document-
select input of step 40 in the selected format indicated by
the document-format input of step 50 (step 60).

Upon receipt of the CGI sending script instructions,
the network server 30 sends the e-mail 50 with attached
selected document 60 (step 70).

In the method and system of the invention, a user at
a user terminal 80 logs onto a network, e.g., the Internet,
and onto the appropriate document server web page, e.g.,
www.docs-r-us.com which calls the CGI listing script 100 on
network server 30.

The CGI listing script 100 need not communicate with
other application programs that are running on the server as
the CGI listing script 100 itself determines the available
documents 45 and the available document formats 112 and
instructs the network server 30 to communicate this informa-
tion to the user at user terminal 80 through regquest form 110.

Again, without the aid of any other application
programs, the CGI listing script 100, via request form 110,
solicits input from the user. Request form 110 inputs are
submitted via the network server 30 to the CGI listing script
100.

In turn, the CGI listing script 100 communicates
with the CGI sending script 20 also located on the network
server
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The CGI sending script directs the network server 30
to send an e-mail 50 to the user at the user’s e-mail address
111 and to attach the selected document 60 in the selected
format. Responsively, the network server 30 sends an e-mail
50 with attached thereto the selected document 60 in the
format selected from format list 112 attached thereto to the
user at the e-mail address provided by the user.

Advantageously, selected document 60 arrives on user
terminal 80 in an format selected by the user and for which
the user has appropriate software. As the selected document
60 is in a format selected by the user, the user can edit and
print the selected document 60 with normally used software
resident on the user’s terminal (computer). Software formats
may include available word processors, spreadsheets, databas-
es, and others.

Advantageously, use of the CGI does not restrict
programming languages in which the CGI scripts can be written.
Any language which receives data from the network server 30
and sends data or instructions back to the network server 30
can be used for executing the CGI script.

On a UNIX platform, Perl is one preferred language
for writing the CGI scripts. C, C++, Tcl, and Python are also
preferred for UNIX servers. On Macintosh servers, Apple-
script, C, and C++ are preferred. On Windows servers, Visual
Basic, Perl, C, and C++ are preferred.

Request input form 110 may include the use of an
appropriate conventional input means such as a "Browse"
button, check boxes, radio buttons, and scroll boxes as input
means.

In an alternative embodiment, the user is not re-
quired to provide all required inputs. For example, browser
cookies may be used to provide a user e-mail address 111.

In embodiments of the invention utilizing cookies to
pass user-side information may optionally include information

concerning document file formats 112 of interest to the user.

10
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For example, a particular user may use both Microsoft Word
version 7 and WordPerfect version 5.1 for DOS available, as
well as Microsoft Excel.

The CGI listing script 100 solicits the user’s cook-
ies and thereby knows that Microsoft Word version 7 and
WordPerfect version 5.1 for DOS as well as Microsoft Excel
are possible document formats for this user. Responsively,
these document formats may be shown on request input form 110
as the first two document formats of format list 112, or,
alternatively, as the only two document formats listed in
format list 112.

In yet another embocdiment of the invention, browser
cookies store persistent data such as user e-mail address 111
and user preferred document formats so that the user is not
prompted for this information. For example, a user who has
used the system before has provided an e-mail address 111
(user@www.com) and selected MS Word 7 as a preferred format.
This information is stored in the user’s browser coockies and
is retrieved by the listing script 100 when the request input
form 110 is displayed. 1In this embodiment, the user simply
selects the desired file as the CGI listing script 100 has
retrieved the other required information from the browser
cookies.

In addition to the present invention providing means
for a user to select and transfer a single e-mail document
from a network server, the present invention provides that a
user may select a list of e-mail recipients to receive a
document. In this embodiment, the CGI sending script 100
instructs the network server 30 to send an e-mail 50 to each
of a plurality of user e-mail addresses 111 and to attach to
each of the e-mails 50 a selected document 60 in a selected
document format. The e-mail addresses 111 are available in e-
mail lists 120 resgiding on the network server 30.

This embodiment includes a CGI listing script 100

which solicits from the user a desired e-mail listing 112’

11
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which includes the e-mail addresses and selected document
format for each e-mail addressee. The CGI listing script 100
displays request form 110’ which includes available document
files 45’ and available e-mail lists 112'. The wvarious
available e-mail lists 112’ are selected from e-mails lists
120 residing on the network server 30.

As an example use of this embodiment, a headquarters
manager can broadcast mail a copy of a new product description
(document 2 which is available in a variety of formats) to
each of the field sales representatives listed in e-mail
listing 3 by selecting these from form request window 110’.

In this example, the manager at a user terminal 80
logs onto a network, e.g., a company Intranet, and onto the
appropriate document server web page, e.g., www.co-docs.com
which calls the CGI listing script 100 on network server 30.

As with the other embodiments, the CGI listing
script 100 need not communicate with other application
programs that are running on the server as the CGI listing
script 100 determines the available documents 45’ and the
available e-mail lists 112’ and instructs the network server
30 to communicate this information to the manager at user
terminal 80 through request form 110’.

Again, without the aid of any other application
program, the CGI listing script 100, via request form 110’,
solicits input from the manager. In this embodiment, request
form 110’ inputs include the selected document 60 to be sent
to each field representative listed in the selected one of the
e-mail lists 112’. The inputs are submitted via the network
server 30 to the CGI listing script 100.

The CGI listing script 100 communicates with the CGI
sending script 20 also located on the network server 30. 1In
some embodiments the CGI listing script 100 and the CGI
sending script 20 comprise a single script.

The e-mail list comprises records each with an e-

mail address entry and a selected format entry. Thus, the

12
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selected formats for each e-mail addressee need not be entered
with each broadcast mailing.

-The CGI sending script 20 reads each record entry of
the selected e-mail list and directs the network server 30 to
send an e-mail 50 to entry’s e-mail address 111 and to attach
the selected document 60 in the entry’s selected format.
Thus, the network server 30 sends an e-mail 50 with attached
thereto the selected document 60 in the format taken from
format list 112’ attached thereto to each addressee of the
gelected mailing list.

With reference to Figures 1 and 2, 1in another
embodiment of the present invention, data relating to a
gselected document may concurrently be sent to the user’s e-
mail address 111 with a selected document 60. An insurance
company agent sending a form to a client’s e-mail address with
data relating to a particular client included in the e-mail,
would be an exemplary use of this embodiment.

In this embodiment, the network server 30 also hosts
plural documents 40 and a database file 70 related to the
plural documents 40. The CGI listing script 100 provides the
agent a 1list of available documents 45 from the plural
documents 40 residing on the network server 30 (step 10). The
CGI listing script 100 also provides the agent a list of
available document formats 112 (step 20).

The CGI listing script 100 solicits from the agent
an e-mail address for the client (step 30). By way of a
document-select input, the agent indicates the selected
document 60 to be transferred from the list of available
documents 45 to the client (step 40). The agent also selects,
via a selected document-format input, the selected document
format from the list of available document formats 112 (step
50) .

The CGI sending script 20 reads data from the
database file 70 relating the selected document 60. This data

may also relate to the e-mail address 111. 1In this way the e-

13
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mail to be sent will include both information appropriate for
the form (document) being sent as well as information specific
to the client associated with the provided e-mail address 111.

The CGI sending script 20 instructs the network
server 30 to send the e-mail 50 to the client e-mail address
111, to attach to the e-mail the selected document 60 indicat-
ed by the document-select input in the selected format
indicated by the document-format input, and to include in the
e-mail the data obtained from the database (step 60).

The agent’s client will receive the form via the
Internet. The client then can read and edit the form with
software on the client’s computer. The data from the database
may be merged into the selected document either by the CGI
sending script 20 or by the client with software resident on
the client’s computer.

Once the client completes editing the received form,
for example, by inserting data into data fields, the client
can return the form to the network server 30.

Network server 30 includes a CGI data extracting
script 130. The extracting script 130 reads the data entered
into the data fields. The extracting script 130 then acts
upon the data read from the data fields. The extracting
script 130 may update database file 70 with the extracted data
by opening and amending the database file. Advantageously,
the extracting script 130 extracts the data and updates the
database file 70 without the use of any non-CGI application
program.

Features of each of the embodiments may be used
together. For example, the insurance agent may want to send
the same form to each of his clients. In this embodiment, the
insurance agent accesses request form 110’ displaying various
e-mail lists 112’ and document list 45’.

The insurance agent selects the form (document) to
be sent from document list 45’'. The insurance agent also

selects the desired e-mail list which comprises records of his

14
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clients, their preferred document formats, and his clients’ e-
mail addresses. The sending scrip 100 reads the selected e-
mail list to determine the e-mail address 111 for each e-mail,
the preferred document format for that e-mail address, and,
optionally, the client name associated with that e-mail
address.

If data i1s associated with the selected form, the
sending script 100 uses the client name (or another appropri-
ate field value such as the e-mail address) to access a
database file 70 which includes data relating to the selected
form.

The sending scrip 100 then directs the network
server 30 to send an e-mail to each client using the e-mail
list for each e-mail address 111 and preferred document
format, and using the database file 70 to obtain related data
specific to that client.

In a procurement embodiment of the invention, both
request forms 110 and 110’ are utilized. The invention
advantageously provides to the requirement of selectively
distributing the various procurement process announcement and
bid documents.

Whether private or governmental, procurement involve
numerous instructional and informational documents as well as
application form and bidding documents. Some documents go to
but a single addressee, while other documents are distributed
to many addressees. For example, request form 110 is utilized
when sending a document to an individual addresses, such as
sending to the apparent low bidder of a procurement solicita-
tion a 1list of further requirements for the bidder to be
awarded the contract. Similarly, request form 110’ is
utilized when sending a bid package to a list of bidders
displayed in e-mail lists 112°’.

In such a computerized method of procurement, the
invention provides a network server 30 connected Internet and

hosting the various procurement documents. The network server
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also hosts a CGI sending script 20 designed and adapted to
send instructions to the network server to send an e-mail 50
to a user e-mail address 111 and to attach to the e-mail a
gselected procurement document 60 1in a selected document
format.

The procurement method also provides a CGI listing
script 100 on the network server to provide a user, such as a
contracting officer working at an Internet-connected computer,
a list of available procurement documents 45. The contracting
officer provides via request form 110, a user e-mail address
(the low bidder’'s e-mail address), a document-select input
indicating the selected procurement document to be transferred
from the list of available procurement documents to the low
bidder, and a selected document-format input indicating a
procurement document format from the 1list of available
procurement document formats appropriate for that bidder.

The CGI sending script instructs the network server
to send the e-mail 50 to the user (low bidder) e-mail address
111 and to attach to the e-mail the selected procurement
document indicated by the document-select input in the
selected procurement document format indicated by the docu-
ment-format input.

Often the contracting officer needs to send the same
document, such as a bid package, in a variety of formats to a
number of prospective bidders. The invention provides that
the CGI listing script 100 provides e-mail lists 112’ in a
request form window 110’. The contracting officers inputs the
user e-mail address list associated with the prospective
bidders. Advantageously, the contracting officer need not
indicate a selected document-format of the bidding package for
each bidder as the e-mail list includes data in a record field
indicating a procurement document format associated with the
solicited user e-mail address. That 1is, the user e-mail
address list comprises records, each record comprising a e-

mail address field data and a selected document-format field
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data indicating the selected document format associated with
the e-mail address field data of that record.

In a procurement embodiments the CGI listing script
100 and the CGI sending script 20 may comprise a single
script.

Similar to the insurance agent embodiment, the
procurement embodiment may utilize documents which include
data field for the bidders to enter data. The completed
documents, e.g., bid documents, can be sent by regular mail,
by fax (although not generally considered secure) or by return
e-mail. In procurement embodiments, the network server may
include security precautions.

While preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been described, it is to be understood that the invention
is to be defined by the appended claims when read in light of
the specification and accorded their full range of equiva-
lence, with changes and modifications being apparent to those
of skill in the art.
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What is claimed is:

1. A computer network document transfer gystem
comprising:

a network server; and

a CGI sending script residing on said network serv-
er, said CGI sending script instructing said network server to
send an e-mail to a user e-mail address and to attach to the
e-malil a selected document in a selected document format.

2. The computer network document transfer system of
claim 1, further comprising a CGI listing script, wherein

said network server hosts plural documents and said
CGI listing script;

sald CGI listing script provides a user at a user
terminal a 1list of available documents from the plural
documents;

said CGI listing script provides the user a list of
available document formats;

said CGI listing script solicits from the user the
user e-mail address, a document-select input indicating the
selected document to be transferred from the list of available
documents, and a selected document-format input indicating the
selected document format from the list of available document
formats; and

said CGI sending script instructs said network serv-
er to send the e-mail to the user e-mail address and to attach
to the e-mail the selected document indicated by the document-
select input in the selected format indicated by the document-
format input.

3. The computer network document transfer system of
claim 2, wherein said network server comprising connections to
the Internet.

4. The computer network document transfer system of
claim 2, wherein said network server comprising connections to
an Intranet.
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5. The computer network document transfer system of
claim 4, wherein said network server comprising connections to
an Intranet.

6. The computer network document transfer system of
claim 2, wherein said CGI listing script solicits the user e-
mail address from browser cookies.

7. The computer network document transfer system of
claim 6, wherein said CGI listing script solicits the user
selected document format from browser cookies.

8. The computer network document transfer system of
claim 1, wherein said CGI sending script residing on said net-
work server instructs said network server to send an e-mail to
each of a plurality of user e-mail addresses and to attach to
each of the e-mails a selected document in a selected document
format.

9. The computer network document transfer system of
claim 8, further comprising:

an e-mail list residing on said network server,

said e-mail list comprising addressee records, each
said addressee record comprising an e-mail address entry and
a selected format entry.

10. The computer network document transfer system
of claim 1, further comprising:

plural documents and a database related to said plu-
ral documents hosted on said network server; and

a CGI listing script hosted on said server; wherein

said CGI listing script provides a user at a user
terminal a 1list of available documents from the plural
documents;

said CGI listing script provides the user a list of
available document formats;

said CGI listing script solicits from the user the
user e-mail address, a document-select input indicating the
selected document to be transferred from the list of available

documents, and a selected document-format input indicating the
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selected document format from the list of available document
formats;

said CGI sending script solicits data from said
database relating said selected document; and

said CGI sending script instructs said network serv-
er to send the e-mail to the user e-mail address, to attach to
the e-mail the selected document indicated by the document-
select input in the selected format indicated by the document-
format input, and to include in the e-mail the data solicited
from said database.

11. A method of transferring documents on a
computer network comprising the step of:

a CCGI sending script residing on a network server
sending instructions to the network server to send an e-mail
to a user e-mail address and to attach to the e-mail a
selected document in a selected document format.

12. The method of claim 11, comprising the further
steps of:

providing a CGI listing script on the network serv-
er;

hosting plural documents on the network server;

utilizing the CGI listing script to provide a user
at a user terminal a list of available documents from the
plural documents;

utilizing the CGI listing script to provide the user
a list of available document formats;

utilizing the CGI listing script to solicit from the
user the user e-mail address, a document-gelect input indi-
cating the selected document to be transferred from the list
of available documents, and a selected document-format input
indicating the selected document format from the list of
available document formats; and

utilizing the CGI sending script to instruct the
network server to send the e-mail to the user e-mail address

and to attach to the e-mail the selected document indicated by
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the document-select input in the selected format indicated by
the document-format input.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the network
server is connectable to the Internet.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the network
server is connectable to an Intranet.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the network
server is also connectable to an Intranet.

16. The method of claim 12, wherein said step of
the CGI listing script soliciting the user e-mail address com-
prises the further step of soliciting the user e-mail address
from the user’s browser cookies.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein said step of
the CGI listing script soliciting the user selected document
format takes the user selected document format from the user’s
browser cookies.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein said step of
utilizing the CGI listing script to provide the user a list of
available document formats, shows as the selected document
format the user selected document format solicited from the
user’s browser cookies.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein said step of
utilizing the CGI listing script to provide the user a list of
available document formats, lists the user selected document
format solicited from the user’s browser cookies prior to
other possible document formats.

20. The method of claim 11, further comprising the
steps of:

hosting plural documents and a database related to
the plural documents on the network server;

hosting a CGI listing script on the network server;

utilizing the CGI listing script to provide a user
a list of available documents from the plural documents resid-

ing on the network server;
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utilizing the CGI listing script to provide the user
a list of available document formats;

gsoliciting from the user, with the CGI 1listing
script, the user e-mail address, a document-select input
indicating the selected document to be transferred from the
list of available documents, and a selected document-format
input indicating the selected document format from the list of
available document formats;

utilizing the CGI sending script to read data from
the database relating the selected document;

from the CGI sending script instructing the network
server to send the e-mail to the user e-mail address, to
attach to the e-mail the selected document indicated by the
document-select input in the selected format indicated by the
document - format input, and to include in the e-mail the data
solicited from the database.

21. A computerized method of procurement, compris-
ing the step of:

providing a network server connected to the Inter-
net;

hosting plural procurement documents on the network
server;

hosting on the network server a CGI sending script
designed and adapted to send instructions to the network
server to send an e-mail to a user e-mail address and to
attach to the e-mail a selected procurement document in a
selected document format;

providing a CGI listing script on the network serv-
er;

utilizing the CGI listing script to provide a user
at a user terminal a list of available procurement documents
from the plural procurement documents;

utilizing the CGI listing script to solicit a user
e-mail address, a document-select input indicating the select-

ed procurement document to be transferred from the list of
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available procurement documents, and a selected document-
format input indicating a procurement document format from the
list of available procurement document formats associated with
the solicited user e-mail address; and

using the solicited user e-mail address, document-
select input, and selected document-format input by the CGI
sending script to instruct the network server to send the e-
mail to the user e-mail address and to attach to the e-mail
the selected procurement document indicated by the document-
select input in the selected procurement document format
indicated by the document-format input.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein said steps of
utilizing the CGI listing script to solicit a user e-mail ad-
dress and a selected document-format input indicating a
procurement document format associated with the solicited user
e-mail address is accomplished by utilizing the CGI listing

script to provide the user a list of available e-mail address

lists, each of which e-mail address lists including plural

records comprising a user e-mail address field data and a
selected document-format field data indicating the selected
document format associated with the e-mail address field data

of that record.
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