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5 Claims. (C. 84-41) 
The present invention relates generally to a practice 

drum, and more particularly to a practice drum of the 
Snare or tom-tom variety. 
As described in my issued United States Patent No. 

2,893,283, one of the major problems confronting a 
drummer, whether amateur or professional, is that of 
being able to practice. In view of the nature of this 
particular percussion instrument, whatever time of the 
day or night is chosen to practice, one may expect com 
plaints from persons in the immediate vicinity, and ac 
cordingly the drummer's practice time is seriously cur 
tailed. 

Particularly for the beginning or amateur drummer, 
there exists a need for a practice device which will enable 
him to practice the intricate drum arrangements and 
sequences. 

Various types of practice drum sets have been devel 
oped which will allow a drummer to practice without 
disturbing others by the sounds of such practice. Un 
fortunately these practice sets are usually quite expensive 
and priced well out of the range of the beginner, amateur 
drummer, and often of the professional. 

it is broadly an object of the present invention to pro 
vide a practice drum which will alleviate one or more of 
the above-mentioned difficulties. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide 
a muted practice drum which, when struck, gives off 
audible and discernible sounds of low amplitude, and 
which allows the drummer to obtain the feel for and 
rhythm of the selection which he is practicing. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
practice drum which may, when used in conjunction with 
a regular set of drums, convert them into a practice set. 

In accordance with the objects of the present invention, 
there is provided a practice drum which can be placed 
upon a table or other support, and which will not rattle 
or move when being used. Further, if so desired, this 
practice drum may be placed directly on top of a standard 
snare drum or tom-tom drum, and will not scratch or 
otherwise mar the playing surface of the drum. When 
used in this manner, the drummer will be able to prac 
tice all of the required manipulations and still maintain 
the feel and visual effect of practicing on a complete Set 
of drums. 
The improved practice drum is of a generally circular 

configuration and is composed of a cylindrical rim which 
has an outwardly extending annular ridge formed therein. 
The annular ridge has a greater periphery than the rest of 
the cylindrical rim. A rigid circular base section is sized 
to be secured within the annular ridge of the cylindrical 
rim. Practice pads of an elastomeric material are 
mounted upon the base section. The complete practice 
drum assembly is adapted to be placed on any flat Sur 
face or upon the skin head of an actual drum. 
The above brief description, as well as further objects, 

features and advantages of the present invention, will be 
best appreciated by reference to the following detailed 
description, when taken in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawings wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an improved practice 

drum embodying features of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is an exploded view showing the component 

pieces of the improved practice drum; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view on an enlarged 

scale, taken substantially along the line 3-3 of FIG. 1 
looking in the direction of the arrows; and, 
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FIG. 4 is a sectional view on an enlarged scale taken 

substantially along line 4-4 of FIG. 1 looking in the 
direction of the arrows, with the addition of a U-shaped 
channel member in accordance with the invention. 

Referring now specifically to the drawings, there is 
seen in FIG. 1 an improved practice drum in accordance 
with the present invention which is generally designated 
by reference numeral 10. The practice drum 8 includes 
a cylindrical rim 2 which is of a diameter corresponding 
to or slightly smaller than that of a standard size Snare 
or tom-tom drum head. The cylindrical rim 12 is formed 
with an outwardly extending annular ridge 14 therein. 
The outwardly extending annular ridge 4 has a greater 
diameter than the rest of the cylindrical rim 12. The 
ends 16 and 18 of the cylindrical rim 12 are joined to 
gether and maintained in the joined positions by rivets 
20, or by other well known fastening means. The end 18 
of the cylindrical rim 12 is offset so as to overlie the 
other end 16 of the cylindrical rim 2 to permit the 
insertion of the rivet 20 through both ends of the cylin 
drical rim, as is best seen in FGS. 3 and 4. 
When in this assembled position, the outwardly extend 

ing annular ridge 14 forms a groove 22 into which the 
rigid circular base section 24 is inserted. The rigid cir 
cular base section 24 is of a greater diameter than that 
of the inner diameter 26 of the cylindrical rim 2. 
The rigid circular base section 24 is fitted within the 

groove 22, which is formed by the outwardly extending 
annular ridge 4, and is secured therein when the over 
lapping ends i6, 8 of the cylindrical rim 12 are riveted 
together. 

Referring now specifically to FIG. 2, there is seen a 
pad 39 which is formed of an elastomeric material, pref 
erably foam rubber or polyethylene, which is glued or 
otherwise affixed to the face 28 of the rigid base section 
24. The pad 30 is of a slightly smaller diameter than that 
of the rigid base section 24 so as to not to interfere with 
the securement of the rigid base section 24 within the 
groove 22 of the outwardly extending annular ridge 14 
of the cylindrical rim a2, as shown in FIG. 3. 
A similar pad 30a is affixed to the opposite face 23a 

of the rigid base section 24 in the same manner as pad 38. 
A sheet 32 of calf skin or plastic such as "Mylar' is 

laminated or glued to the foam pad 30 to produce a firm 
surface which simulates the touch of a drum and which 
still gives off a soft muffled sound when struck by sticks 
or brushes. Such sound would be of a sufficient audio 
level to be heard or recorded, but would not be loud 
enough to be disturbing. If it is desired to practice 
without any discernible sound being given off, the user 
merely has to turn over the assembled practice drum. So 
as to have the remaining uncovered elastomeric pad 36a 
facing up. Since there is no skin or cover on the pad 
30a, virtually no sound at all is produced when this pad 
is struck, yet this uncovered pad still provides the prac 
ticing drummer with an adequate feel of the instrument. 
To facilitate the practicing of rim shots with a min 

imum of noise, there is employed a rim muffling device, 
shown in FIG. 4, which consists of a U-shaped channel 
member 34 which overlies the cylindrical rim 2 of the 
practice drum 10. This U-shaped member is formed of 
rubber or plastic, and cushions the cylindrical rim 2 to 
absorb sound when the rim is struck during practice. 
This U-shaped channel member 34 further serves to pre 
vent the practice drum from rattling or sliding about on 
the surface upon which the practice drum is placed. 
This channel member also serves to prevent any marring 
of the surface upon which the practice drum is located. 

In actual use, if so desired, the drummer may place 
the practice drum directly on top of the regular Snare 
or tom-tom drum, and by so doing the drummer Will be 
able to practice each of the drumming sequences without 
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losing the feel of and the positioning of the actual set of 
drums. 
A latitude of modification, substitution and change is 

intended in the foregoing disclosure, and in some in 
stances some features of the present invention will be 
used without a corresponding use of others. 
What I claim is: 
1. A practice drum comprising a continuous cylindri 

cal rim including a central annular ridge and upper and 
lower rim portions on either side of said annular ridge 
and extending therefrom, said annular ridge having a di 
ameter greater than the diameter of said upper and lower 
rim portions forming a seat within said annular ridge, 
a rigid circular base within said rim and secured within 
said seat, said base having a diameter greater than the 
diameter of said upper and lower rim portions, at least 
one practice pad of disc-like configuration positioned on 
one side of said base and formed of an elastomeric ma 
terial and having a diameter less than the diameter of 
said base and equal to the diameter of the inner Surface 
of said upper and lower rim portions, and adhesive means 
securing said practice pad to said base and forming an 
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4. 
one side of said base and formed of a foam elastomeric 
material and having a diameter less than the diameter of 
said base and equal to the diameter of the inner surface 
of said upper and lower rim portions, adhesive means 
securing said practice pad to said base, and at least one 
cylindrical channel member, U-shaped in cross Section, 
overlying said cylindrical rim and mounted thereupon, 
said channel member being formed of a sound-absorbing, 
non-abrasive material. 

4. A practice drum comprising a continuous cylindri 
cal rim including a central annular ridge and upper and 
lower rim portions on either side of Said annular ridge 
and extending therefrom, said annular ridge having a di 
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almost noiseless surface in simulation of the surface of 
a drum. 

2. A practice drum comprising a continuous cylindri 
cal rim including a central annular ridge and upper and 
lower rim portions on either side of said annular ridge 
and extending therefrom, said annular ridge having a di 
ameter greater than the diameter of said upper and lower 
rim portions forming a seat within said annular ridge, 
a rigid circular base within said rim and secured within 
said seat, said base having a diameter greater than the 
diameter of said upper and lower rim portions, at least 
one practice pad of disc-like configuration secured on 
one side of said base and formed of an elastomeric ma 
terial and having a diameter less than the diameter of 
said base and equal to the diameter of the inner surface 
of said upper and lower rim portions, and at least one 
layer of sheet material secured to the outer surface of 
said practice pad forming a low amplitude sound-pro 
ducing surface in simulation of the surface of a drum. 

3. A practice drum comprising a continuous cylindri 
cal rim including a central annular ridge and upper and 
lower rim portions on either side of said annular ridge 
and extending therefrom, said annular ridge having a di 
ameter greater than the diameter of said upper and lower 
rim portions forming a seat within said annular ridge, 
a rigid circular base within said rim and secured within 
said seat, said base having a diameter greater than the 
diameter of said upper and lower rim portions, at least 
one practice pad of disc-like configuration positioned on 
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ameter greater than the diameter of said upper and lower 
rim portions forming a seat within said annular ridge, 
a rigid circular base within said rim and secured within 
said seat, said base having a diameter greater than the 
diameter of said upper and lower rim portions, a practice 
pad of disc-like configuration positioned on each side of 
said base and formed of a foam elastomeric material and 
having a diameter less than the diameter of said base, 
adhesive means securing said practice pad to Said base, 
and at least one-layer of sheet material secured to the 
outer surface of one of said practice pads forming a 
sound-producing surface in simulation of the surface of 
a drum. 

5. A practice drum comprising a continuous cylindri 
cal rim including a central annular ridge and upper and 
lower rim portions on either side of said annular ridge 
and extending therefrom, said annular ridge having a di 
ameter greater than the diameter of said upper and lower 
rim portions forming a seat within said annular ridge, 
a rigid circular base within said rim and secured within 
said seat, said base having a diameter greater than the 
diameter of said upper and lower rim portions, a practice 
pad of disc-like configuration positioned on each side of 
said base and formed of a foam elastomeric material and 
having a diameter less than the diameter of said base, 
adhesive means securing said practice pad to said base, 
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at least one layer of sheet material secured to the outer 
surface of one of said practice pads forming a sound 
producing surface in simulation of the surface of a drum, 
and at least one cylindrical channel member, U-shaped 
in cross section, overlying said cylindrical rim and mount 
ed thereupon, said channel member being formed of a 
Sound absorbing, non-abrasive material. 
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