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57 ABSTRACT 
A coin display case comprises a substantially transpar 
ent convex outer wall, a reflective inner wall opposite 
the outer wall and a coin holding chamber defined be 
tween these walls whereby coins are reflected by the 
inner wall and observed through the outer wall to give 
the illusion of twice as many coins. 

10 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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CON DISPLAY CASE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is related to a coin display case 
which gives the illusion of more coins than are actually 
present and because of having an outer substantially 
transparent wall, and an inner reflective wall, not only 
can the plurality of coins be readily be observed, but 
the reflective surface will give the illusion of about 
twice as many coins as are actually present. Such a dis 
play case is thus both attractive and can be used on 
vending machines, slot machines, or on any other de 
vices or in locations where coin display is desired. 
These objects as well as others will become evident 
from the following detailed description. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention comprises a coin display case 
having a substantially transparent and convex outer 
wall through which coins present on the interior of the 
case may be readily observed. Opposite the convex wall 
is a flat reflective inner wall, preferably a mirror. The 
coin holding chamber defined between these walls is 
only partially filled so that an upper coin surface is re 
flected in the mirror giving an illusion of the presence 
of approximately twice as many coins. Moreover, the 
reflection also give the appearance of an inner wall 
which is of the shape of the convex outer wall. The coin 
display case is defined between the convex outer wall 
and the flat reflective inner wall and in which coin 
holding chamber of a plurality of coins are placed. The 
display case is disposed upright as shown with the con 
vex wall extending outwardly to one side with the inner 
wall substantially lying in a vertical plane. The case will 
be displayed best at a height where the observer will 
view the top surface of coins and their reflection in the 
mirror. Thus, it is the primary object of the invention 
to provide a coin display case wherein all of a plurality 
of coins therein adjacent the surface and outer wall of 
the case may be readily observed and in which a mirror 
or reflective inner wall gives the illusion of approxi 
mately twice as many coins as are actually present 
therein. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the front of the coin 
display case of the invention showing a plurality of 
coins therein and the illusion of twice as many of such 
coins according to the object; 
FIG. 2 is a view of the coin display case as shown in 

FIG. 1 with a portion of the convex outer transparent 
wall cut away; and 
FIG. 3 is a side sectional elevation of the coin display 

case of FIG. 1, showing the interior and coin holding 
chamber thereof. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring to FIGS 1-3 there is shown the coin dis 
play case 10 of the invention. The case comprises a 
front and substantially transparent convex wall 16 and 
an inner reflective wall 20. This inner wall, which is op 
posite the outer transparent wall is preferably flat as is 
more particularly shown in FIG. 3. The side of the inner 
wall toward, the front is reflective and preferably is a 
mirror. 
The exterior convex outer wall 16 may have any con 

venient shape such as a rectangular or square box 
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2 
shape. However, more preferably the outer wall is con 
vex and dome or bubble shaped as shown and more 
particularly and preferably a hemispherical or semi 
ellipsoidal shape. The material of the outer convex wall 
may be any substantially transparent material including 
glass or clear plastic such as acrylic polymers including 
poly methyl methacrylates (Plexiglass). The transpar 
ent outer wall may also be colored to some extent as 
desired so long as it does not significantly interfere with 
the transparency or observation of the coins interiorly 
thereof. 
The inner wall 20 which is opposite the convex wall 

has a reflective or mirror surface which is preferably 
flat as shown. Between this inner reflective wall and the 
outer convex wall is defined the coin holding chamber. 
Referring also to FIG. 3, the chamber may also be pro 
vided with a bottom plate 24 to support the coins or the 
convex wall may extend completely to contact the 
inner wall. A light 26 or similar illuminating means may 
also be provided interiorly so as to light up the coin 
holding chamber and coins making them more readily 
and favorably viewable to the observer. However, such 
illumination is an optional feature. 
The coin display case may be enclosed in a frame 18 

having a front panel 12 within the frame. This front 
panel will then have an opening cut therein sufficient 
for the convex outer wall 16 to extend therethrough as 
is shown specifically in FIGS. 1 and 2. Thus, the open 
ing or cut-out portion of panel 12 should be substan 
tially the same shape and size of the perimeter of the 
adjacent convex outer wall surface. The panel 12 may 
also have decoration or may be illuminated or other 
wise have designs drawn thereon as desired. It will be 
appreciated that this front panel could be a front or 
side panel of a vending machine or the like on which 
the coin display case of the invention is located in 
which case the frame would comprise the edge of the 
panel. Thus, the presence of a frame is not critical to 
the coin display itself nor is the panel except by way of 
further decoration. Moreover, the shape of panel 12 is 
not particularly critical so long as it contains the open 
ing 14 through which outer wall 16 extends. 
As previously noted, interiorly of the outer convex 

wall is the inner wall 20 which comprises a reflective or 
mirror surface. Interiorly and between the inner and 
outer walls, is defined the coin holding chamber. Since 
the inner wall is reflective, any coins visible at the 
upper surface of the group of coins will be reflected on 
the mirror and this reflection will also be viewable 
through the transparent outer wall as will all of the 
coins adjacent the surface of the outer wall. Thus, when 
a plurality of coins are placed in the device as shown 
in the Figures, not only will all of the coins adjacent the 
transparent outer wall be observed, as will also the 
upper surface coins, but these coins will also be re 
flected by the inner wall (note FIG. 2) giving the illu 
sion of twice as many coins. To the observer, there may 
even be difficulty in ascertaining where actual coins 
terminate and reflected ones begin at the mirror sur 
face as observed in FIG. 1. Moreover, because of the 
convex shape of the outer wall, the illusion will be given 
of having a coin display case which is completely hemi 
spherical or ellipsoidal both inside the case as well as 
on the outer wall. In other words, the observer may be 
lieve that there is an inner wall which has substantially 
the same shape as the outer wall rather than the mirror 
surface because of the illusion created. 
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In order to achieve the optimum or maximum illusion 
and so as to utilize the effect of the device caused by 
the reflective inner surface, it is best that the coin dis 
play case be less than filled with coins. Preferably, the 
coin display case will be filled from between about 25 
to about 75% of its total volume and more preferably 
about 50% whereby the total top surface area of coins 
will be maximized especially as where a hemispherical 
or semi-ellipsoidal outer convex wall is used. Thus, by 
having the coin holding chamber approximately half 
full, this upper and observable coin surface will be of 
greatest area as will be that surface and coins reflected 
by the inner reflective wall 20. Moreover, the case is 
disposed with the convex wall extending outwardly 
toward the viewer and the inner wall along a vertical 
plane in the manner shown in the drawings. In addition, 
if placed at the desired elevation relative to the ob 
server, he will view the coins adjacent the convex wall, 
those lying on the upper surface and the reflected coins 
on the mirror. With the mirror substantially normal to 
the horizontal plane of upper coins, the most preferred 
illusion is created. 
Although the display case has been described with 

the outer convex wall 16 being separate from and ex 
tending from panel 12, these two components may be 
molded or formed of one piece of glass or plastic and 
secured within a frame member. A decorative outer 
surface or coating of the flat panel portion may then be 
used leaving the clear dome or bubble portion exposed. 
Further, observing FIG. 3, the outer wall 16 may ex 
tend inwardly to contact inner wall 20 so that bottom 
plate 24 may not be required. Such modifications as 
well as others within the purview of the invention may 
be evident to those skilled in the art. 

I claim: 
1. An inner wall having a reflecting mirror surface for 

reflecting articles in said case, 
a front panel disposed forwardly of said inner wall 

O 

15 

20 

25 

35 

40 

45 

55 

60 

65 

4 
having an opening therein, 

a substantially smooth surfaced and transparent con 
vex outer wall contacting said front panel around 
said opening and extending outwardly therefrom, 

a bottom article support member elevated at a posi 
tion between a frame member bottom and up to 
and including said front panel opening, 

a frame member having a top, bottom, back and sides 
in which said front panel, bottom article support 
member and inner wall are received, 

said outer wall, inner wall, and bottom article support 
member forming a chamber for holding articles 
therein. 

2. The case of claim 1 wherein said outer wall is 
hemispherical. 

3. The case of claim 1 wherein the outer wall is semi 
ellipsoidal. 

4. The case of claim 1 wherein said mirror surface is 
substantially flat. 

5. The display case of claim 1 wherein said inner wall 
and front panel are substantially flat and parallel. 

6. The display case of claim 1 wherein said front 
panel opening is contiguous with said outer wall. 

7. The case of claim 6 wherein said inner wall and 
said front panel extend substantially along vertical 
planes. 

8. The display case of claim 1 including a lamp se 
cured adjacent said chamber for illuminating articles 
displayed therein. 

9. In combination, the case of claim 1, and a plurality 
of coins within said article holding chamber whereby 
the coins are reflected by said mirror surface and ob 
served through said transparent outer wall giving the 
illusion of approximately twice as many coins. 

10. A combination of claim 9 wherein said display 
case is approximately half filled with coins. 
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