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This invention relates to pistol holsters
and especially to one in which the pistol is
latched in the holster when inserted therein
so that it can not be withdrawn or fall out

5 of the holster until the latch is released.
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A main object of the inveution is to pro-
vide such a latch or catch mechanism and to
so locate it on the holster that it will securely
lateh the pistol therein but will when oper-
ated permit the instantaneous removal of the
pistol. N

A further object is to so dispose the catch

mechanism that as the hand approaches the

holster to withdraw the pistol the thumb of

the hand in its natural extended position will

strike the catch and release, the line of move-
ment of the thumb being at all times in the -

normal plane of movement of the hand in
approaching the holster. :

Further and more specific objects, features,
and advantages will more clearly appear
from the detailed description given: below

when taken in connection with the accom-

panying drawings which form part of the

specification and which illustrate one pres-
ent preferred embodiment of the invention.
Referring to the drawings,

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the holster with

the hand about to withdraw the pistol there-
from;
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of Figure 1;
Fig. 8 is a side elevation of the holster with
the hand about to release the pistol therefrom,

with part of the holster broken away to show -

the Iatch mechanism; :

Fig. 4 is a view of the holster and the gun
in the hand removed therefrom;

Fig. 5 is a cross section taken on the line
5—5 of Fig. 3;

Tig. 6 is a perspective view of the front of
the catech member;

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the back of
the latch; ‘

Fig. 8 is a diagrammatic view of the latch
engaged ; and,

Fig. 9 is a similar view of the latch dis-
engaged. ,

As shown in the drawings, the invention
concerns a simple and efficient latch mecha-

% pism for a holster 10 within which a pistol 11

is normally housed and adapted to be éngaged‘

and withdrawn by the hand 12. Tt will be
seen that as the hand approaches the holster
to grip and withdraw the pistol, the thumb
of the hand in its natural forward movement
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encounters the holster edge near the hammer:

of the pistol and as the hand withdraws the
pistol the thumb naturally rests on-this por-
tion of the holster, and tends to press slightly
thereagainst. "It will also be observed that

the thumb or'this portion of the hand in its:
forward. movement toward the holster is sub-

stantially. in: the plane of the hand as it is
when, for instance, the hand-is held forward

‘in the act of shaking hands. Therefore any
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encounter between the portion of the hand-:

and the holster near the hammer of the pis-
tol is in this plane and a natural and for-
‘ward . one. - B o

In accordance with the invention there: is

disposed ‘on this portion of the holster 10-a::

latch or catch bar 18 in the form.of a flat
spring: steel piece having a triangular pro-
jection 14 the shoulder 15 of which is adapted
to project within the holster and lie back of

- the cylinder of the pistol 11 when the pistol-
- 11 is properly and fully inserted in the hol-

ster:10. . The flat steel piece 18 is preferably
sewed within the material of the holster as
shown and because of its length is firmly an-

- chored therein. - It may also be otherwise fas-:
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tened therein as by riveting. ‘The holster is

also provided around its middle with a rein-

forcing steel band such as 16 which tends to
- maintain somewhat a given contour to the

holster to enable the ready insertion of
pistol therein. :

~ Tt will thus be observed that as the hand
moves to engage the pistol, that portion of it

the

which encounters the holster to release the
- catch is not required to move to release it in

any other than the natural and normal line
and plane of approach and consequently the
release is effected with ease and dispatch and
certainty whereas if the engaging portion
of the hand were required to move in an un-
normal and unnatural direction to release the
catch the percentage of fumbles would be
large and the results often fatal to the person
using the pistol.
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While the invention has been described in
detail and with respect to a present pre-
ferred form thereof, it is not intended to
limit it to such details and forms since many

5 changes and modifications may be made and
the invention embodied in other forms with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention in its broadest aspects. Ience
it is desired to cover any and all forms and

19 modifications coming within the language or
scope of any one or more of the appended
claims.

What is claimed, is,

1. In combination with a pistol holster

15 of a pistol disposed therein with its hammer
disposed adjacent the upper front wall of the
holster, a spring catch disposed on the upper
portion of the front wall of the holster and
projecting into the pistol receiving chamber

20 to engage the cylinder of the pistol, said upper
front wall of the holster being engageable by
the thumb of the operator in the act of re-
moving the pistol to deflect said wall and re-
lease said catch from said cylinder.

26 2. In combination with a holster having

' a receiving chamber, a pistol disposed in said
chamber with the cylinder and hammer dis-
posed adjacent the upper front portion of
the holster, a spring plate disposed on said

30 upper front porticn and having an inwardly
projecting downwardly facing shoulder
thereon adapted to bear downwardly on the
adjacent face of the pistol cylinder to hold
the pistol in the holster, said spring shoulder

85 being releasable upon the deflection of the
upper front wall of the holster by the thumb
of the operator as the hand of the operator
is moved forward to grasp the pistol to re-
move it from the holster. 7

40 3. In combination with a holster having
a pistol recelving chamber of a pistol dis-
posed therein with its cylinder and hammer
disposed adjacent the upper portion of the
front wall of the holster, a flat spring plate

45 sewed within the material of the holster along
the front wall near the upper part thereof, a
triangular projection on said plate extending
into the holster chamber and having a down-
wardly disposed shoulder adapted to lie abut-

56 ting and above the adjacent surface of the
pistol cylinder to hold the pistol in the holster,
said shoulder being removable upon deflect-
ing the front wall of the holster by the thumb
of the operator in the normal movement of the

85 thumb and hand toward the holster to re-
move the pistol therefrom.

Signed at New York city in the county of
New York and State of New York this 5th
day of October, A. D., 1929.
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