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This invention relates to a holder for dispens 
ing-type packages, i. e. for boxes or other pack 
ages arranged to contain a Supply of wax paper, 
aluminum foil or the like and to afford withdrawal 
of desired quantities of the contents from time 
to time. One customarily sold type of Such 
package comprises an elongated cardboard box 
containing a roll of the sheet material and hav 
ing an integrally hinged cardboard cover with a 
forward flap which may be brought down inside 
the forward wall of the box. The upper edge of 
Such Wall is usually provided with a serrated or 
other cutting edge, or indeed may simply be 
stiff enough to constitute such a cutting edge 
Without supplemental means, the arrangement in 
either case being such that the continuous Web 
or sheet from the roll may be pulled out through 
the slit between the forward wall and the infold 
ed cover flap, and desired lengths of material 
may be withdrawn and severed by pulling it at 
a downward angle across the cutting edge. An 
other and very similar type of roll-containing 
bOX has an identical shape but is constructed, 
as With an overlapping cover flap, to provide a 
paper withdrawal slot that in effect opens along 
the center of one face; the cutting edge may be 
carried by the depending cover flap so that after 
a length of wax paper has been drawn out, it is 
pulled upward to sever it. Still other boxes of 
like character and purpose may have Somewhat 
different structural details, but the foregoing will 
serve as examples of this general class of dis 
pensing boxes for which the present invention 
is applicable. 
While such packages afford a convenient means 

for enclosing the roll of Wax paper, aluminum 
foil or the like, and also for dispensing desired 
lengths of Such commodity, the problem remains 
that the box must usually be removed from a 
place of storage, and held in the hand whenever 
a length of paper or foil is to be taken. While 
simple roll-mounting devices have been Widely 
used for Supporting rolls of paper toweling and 
like perforated commodities, they do not ordi 
narily afford severing means to facilitate dis 
pensing portions of a non-perforated sheet, 
Likewise, while it is possible to provide a dis 
pensing device which may be mounted on a wall 
or the like and which would include a cutting 
structure, such arrangements are relatively com 
plicated and constitute no more than an ex 
pensive duplication of the convenient dispensing 
and severing arrangements universally embodied 
in commercial packages of these materials, Such 
as sold for household use. Accordingly, a chief 
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object of the present invention is to provide a 

0 

20 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

holder Or supporting structure for packages of 
the character described, designed to retain the 
package firmly in a readily available position, so 
that the sheet material can be easily withdrawn, 
and eSpecially so that the dispensing and sever 
ing features of the packages can be employed to 
their fullest advantage. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a holdier for Such packages, having a novel and 
extremely simple structure, which is inexpensive 
to make and yet which is particularly strong 
and rugged. Another object is the provision of 
a combination device, affording not only in 
proved means for Supporting and gripping pack 
ages of the character described but also embody 
ing, preferably in an integral relation, means for 
supporting or hanging other articles, conven 
iently, Such as may have coordinate or similar 
use to those contained in the first-mentioned 
package. 
A particularly important object is to provide a 

structure, accomplishing one or more of the fore 
going ends, which is fabricated from a single piece 
of sheet material, e. g. sheet metal, and which 
is fully adequate to perform the desired functions 
of Support and retention, even over long periods 
of use. Yet another object is to provide such 
devices wherein the package may be very readily 
inserted, With a minimum of effort or special at 
tention and yet wherein the package is firmly 
and effectively held against dislodgement either 
by accident or during the operation of dispens 
ing the desired material. 
To these and other ends the following descrip 

tion and accompanying drawings set forth cer 
tain presently preferred embodiments of the in 
vention, which may serve, by way of example, to 
illustrate the novel features and principles in 
volved. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment 

of the device; 
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the same; 
Fig. 3 is a horizontal section on line 3-3 of 

Fig. 2; - 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the same device, 

taken from another direction than Fig. 1 and 
showing the device in use to hold a box of wax 
paper and another article; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view, similar to Fig. 
of another embodiment; 

Fig. 6 is a front elevation of the device of 
Fig. 5; and - 
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Fig. 7 is a horizontal section on line 7-7 of 
Fig. 6. 
Referring first to FigS. i to 4 inclusive, the 

illustrated structure is conveniently fashioned 
from a Single piece of sheet metal, e.g. aluminum, 
Steel, brass or the like, or in some cases may be 
made of plastic or like Substance, and includes a 
flat packing or Supporting portion generally des 
ignated 10 and intended, in the specific arrange 
ment shown, to be mounted in a vertical portion. 
The backing portion it includes a horizontally 
elongated section f f from which an arm 2 is 
bent outwardly at one end. The arm 2 has a 
further portion 3 extending laterally therefrom, 
i. e. Such that the parts if, 2 and 3 con 
stitute a horizontal U-shape configuration and 
the portion f3 being cut to have a sharp point 
4. While this sharp-pointed extremity of the 
described, projecting structure may in some cases 
embody a plurality of points or another type of 
pointed arrangement, the simple triangular ar. 
rangement illustrated is of peculiar convenience 
for the intended mode of use (as more fully de 
Scribed below ( wherein the portion f3 is inserted 
into the end of the box or other package. 
From a lower edge 5 of the backing portion 

f0, conveniently at a locality remote from the 
end portion f2, there projects a shelf part 6 
which has at its forward edge, an upwardly ex 
tending guard or flange structure generally des 
ignated 7, the disposition and shape of the 
flanged shelf being such that the box or pack 
age may be Securely Seated in or upon it, i. e. 
with its bottom resting on the shelf and its for 
ward face retained by the guard or flange. In 
the specific device of Fig. 1 the projecting shelf 
structure is conveniently bifurcated, for exam 
ple, by cutting the metal sheet in the manner 
illustrated, whereby the flange comprises a pair 
of spaced, co-planar arms 8, 9, which may ex 
tend somewhat outwardly in a slanting relation 
to each other, but lying wholly within a com 
mon vertical plane. As will become apparent, 
this particular structure, of a two-part flange, 
permits retention of the package throughout 
a longer area in the horizontal or lateral diree. 
tion, with an economy of sheet metal; 
While the backing portion to may in some cases 

have other configurations, a presently preferred 
shape includes a portion 20 which extends down 
wardly from the horizontal part and termi 
nates at the edge 5, and also an upper portion 
2 rising from the horizontal portion if at the 
Same end of the device. For mounting the holder 
On a wall, door or the like, holes 22, 23 may be 
provided in the backing portion, conveniently in 
the parts 2 and if, so as to receive appropriate 
screws or like fastening means (not shown). This 
specific configuration of the backing portion 0 
is advantageous in respect to a saving of metal 
and also in affording mechanically efficient locali 
ties for fastening and supporting the structure, 
e.g. at the holes 22, 23. A further feature of 
the assembly comprises a hook 24 depending from 
a lower part thereof. Most conveniently, the 
hook may likewise be fashioned of the same, in 
tegral piece of sheet metal, e. g. as part of the 
metal cut from between the wings 8 and 9. 
Although in some cases this hook portion may be 
struck downwardly from the shelf 6 at an inter 
mediate region, it most advantageously consists 
of a piece continuing downwardly in the plane 
of the back O and curved out into a hook con figuration as shown in Figs. 1-3. 

Referring now specifically to Fig. 4, one de 
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4. 
sirable mode of use of the device is there illus 
trated. This figure shows a box 25 of the usual 
type containing a roll 26 of Wax paper or the 
like, there being a slit 27 constituted between 
the forward edge of the hinged cover 28 and the 
upper edge 29 of the front, wall 30. In the cus 
tomary manner, the web of wax paper or other 
sheet material can be drawn through the slit 2 
as indicated by the projecting piece 3 of such 
material. As will now be readily apparent from 
inspection of Fig. 4 and from the preceding de 
Scription, the box is simply seated on the shelf 
6, with its forward wall 30 retained by the up 
ward guard or flange structure ff. The point of 
extremity 3 of the end retained 2 is forced 
into and through the cardboard end wall 32 of 
the box-the box being, as usual, made of card 
board or like material-and thus into a firm, se 
curing relation. Although, if desired, a slit may 
be first cut into the end of the box at a suitable 
locality to receive the member 3 (i.e. by using 
a knife or Similar instrument), a convenient 
manner for inserting the box into the holder is 
Simply to rest it on and within the shelf strue 
ture and then to slide it endwise, e. g. to the 
right as seen in Fig. 4, while positioning the 
point 4 So that it pierces the end wall 32 and 
assumes the retaining position shown. While the 
retaining element 3 may sometimes be disposed 
to engage other localities on or about the end 
of the received box, it is very preferably con: 
Structed-i. e. by Suitable choice of the dimen 
sions for the arm 2 and of the proportions and 
relationship of the back part fl-so that the 
point 4 pierces the box at or close to the cent. 
ter of the end wall. As shown in Fig. 4, the 
portion f3 may then pass freely, if necessary, into 
the center of the paper roll, which is usually 
Wound on a hollow cardboard tube. 
When received by the several parts of the holds 

er in the manner described above, the box is firm 
ly held against dislodgment in any direction in 
Which it might ordinarily be moved in the course 
of use or by Something striking down upon or 
against it aecidentally. In these respeets the 
shelf portion and end-holding structure coop 
erate in that they are both disposed to fit the 
box and respectively function to prevent its dis. 
placement in different directions. As so held, the 
box may then be employed for its usual dispens 
ing function, e. g. by withdrawing the sheet 4t 
until a desired length has been reached, and 
then pulling the withdrawn portion angularly 
downwardly so that it is severed by the cutting 
action of the edge 29. At the same time, the hook 
24 may be employed for supporting another air 
ticle, Such as a box 35 containing folded paper 
napkins 36 arranged to be successively withdrawn 
in an opening 37 in the front of such box. A 
dispensing package of the last described type can 
be supported on the hook 24 by means of a hole 
38 originally provided or specially cut in the rear 
wall of the box 35. As a result, the completed 
device serves a two-fold function in supporting a 
plurality of dispensing structures, yet may be 
made, as shown in Figs. 1 to 3 inclusive, in a sim: 
plified, unitary form as from a single piece of 
sheet material. It will be understood that al 
ternatively other articles or household devices 
may be suspended from the hook 24. 
Very preferably, the length of the back portion 

O, especially its arm f?, is such that the shelf 
6 is remote from the end retainer 2, 3 by a 
distance at least equal to half the length of the box or package. Conveniently, the backing por 

  



3,546,635 
5 

tion has a lateral extent somewhat longer than 
half the length of the package So that the por 
tion of the latter which projects beyond the shelf, 
i.e. on the other side from the end structure 2, 
3, constitutes less than half the length of the 
box. Under these circumstances, the box is posi 
tively supported at a plurality of localities, hav 
ing such overall spacing that the center of gravity 
of the box lies between them. 

Figs. 5, 6 and 7 illustrate another and even 
simpler embodiment of the invention, the upright 
backing portion f O and its several parts f, 25 
and 2, as well as the end-gripping structure 2, 
i3 being conveniently identical with the device 
of Figs. 1 to 4. Instead of a bifurcated arrange 
ment, the guarded shelf section constitutes sim 
ply a forwardly projecting piece 40 of the sheet 
metal, having at its forward end an upwardly 
extending, rectangular piece 4 to constitute the 
flange of the shelf. In this device the depending 
hook 42 may be fashioned from a separate piece 
of metal, having an upper, horizontal tab A3 Weld 
ed or otherwise secured to the underside of the 
shelf element i). It will now be readily appre 
ciated that the manner of use and the function 
ing of the device in Figs. 5 to 7, to hold a dispens 
ing package in position for ready operation, is 
essentially the same as described in connection 
with Fig. 4, one end of the box being pierced and 
retained by the pointed portion 3 and a remote 
part of the box being supported at its bottom and 
sides by the shelf 40, backing portion and guard 
or flange 4. 
Although not necessarily in all cases, the struc 

ture is conveniently predesigned to fit the ex 
pected dimensions of a box with which it may be 
used, i.e. so that the box may fit somewhat Snug 
ly between the back portion 9 and the Wings 18, 
9 or the corresponding flange 4. As explained 
above, the spacing of the pointed extremity 3 
from the backing arm is preferably Such that 
the element 3 pierces the end of the box at the 
center, for best results with a number of types of 
wax paper packages now on the market. It Will 
also be noted that while the pointed element 3 
thus engages the box at a locality above its botr 
tom, the flange structures 7 and 4f embrace only 
a lower part of the front box wall 3); although 
in some instances these parts may be of greater 
extent or engage the box at other localities, the 
depicted arrangement provides a peculiarly Sure 
retention of the package and yet requires a min 
imum of material for the structure of the holder. 
While the invention is peculiarly designed for roll 
embracing boxes of the kind shown at 25 in Fig. 4, 
it will now be seen that structures of the Sort 
illustrated may be used to hold other types of 
packages, indeed other dispensing packages Such 
as shown at 35 in Fig. 4, the latter being inserted 
on its side in the shelf structure and with the 
pointed element 3 penetrating a corresponding 
end wall of the box. 

It will now be seen that the devices of the in 
vention are peculiarly suited to achieve the stated 
objects and especially to afford a firm grip of the 
package of wax paper or the like (e. g. a package 
of wax paper, aluminum foil or similar sheet ma 
terial), whereby the package is held in a position 
for ready use and for full advantage of the dis 
pensing features embodied in it. Although 
structures of this character may in Some instances 
be made in other ways as by assembling Separate 
pieces or by molding from plastic or the like, a 
peculiarly economical device is afforded by en 
ploying sheetmetal and simply cutting and bend 
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6 
ing it to the required contour and shape, now 
readily manifest from the drawings and descrip 
tion. Furthermore, the resulting device is rugged 
and durable and may be easily and firmly mount 
ed on a wall or like support, or even by the use 
of other fastening means (not shown) in positions 
either resting upon or depending from horizontai 
surfaces. At the same time, and With an economy 
of means, the device may perform a multiple Sup 
porting function, not only to hold the box of 
sheet material but also to retain another dispens 
ing pacakage or the like (as by the hook 24 or 
42) in a handy position. 

It is to be understood that the invention is not 
limited to the specific structures herein shown 
and described, but may be embodied in other 
forms without departure from its Spirit. 

I claim: 
1. A holder for a wax paper package or the 

like, comprising a back plate, a shelf projecting 
from the lower part thereof and having an up 
right fiange at its forward edge, and retaining 
means projecting from said back plate and later 
ally spaced from the shelf, said retaining means 
comprising a sharp-ended element extending 
substantially parallel to the back plate and shelf 
and adapted to penetrate the package at an end 
thereof when the package is resting on the shelf, 
said guarded shelf means having back-defining 
means adjacent its rear edge and having upright 
guard means at its forward edge, Said guard 
means being disposed along a line parallel to the 
back-defining means and spaced from the lat 
ter by a distance equal to the front-to-rear thick 
ness of a package which the shelf means is 
adapted to receive, said sharp-ended means Com 
prising a pointed member disposed to pierce the 
end wall of a package that has its front Wall 
aligned against the guard means, and Said 
pointed member being disposed, for projection 
into such received package, at a locality Which 
is closer to the back-defining means than said 
line, in a direction perpendicular to said line. 

2. A holder for a wax paper package or the 
like, comprising guarded shelf means adapted to 
support the package at one locality thereof, re 
taining means spaced from the shelf means and 
adapted to engage the package supported on the 
shelf means, at a locality laterally Spaced from 
the first mentioned locality, for preventing dis 
placement of the package relative to the shelf 
means, and backing, means connected to said 
shelf and retaining means, for mounting the 
holder on a support, all of the aforesaid means 
being constituted as corresponding portions of a 
single metal sheet, the retaining portion being 
disposed at one lateral end of the backing por 
tion, bent outwardly and laterally to form a hori 
zontal U-shape with said backing portion, said 
end portion being pointed at the forward end of 
said U to pierce and hold the end of the package, 
and the shelf portion being a portion of the 
metal sheet bent outwardly and upwardly from 
a bottom edge of said backing portion to form 
a flanged shelf at a locality laterally remote from 
the aforesaid end, to support the package remote 
from its end, said shelf portion being bifurcated 
so that its upwardly turned section consists of 
two spaced, coplanar parts. 

3. A holder for a wax paper package or the 
like, comprising guarded shelf means shaped to 
Support the package at its under and forward 
sides, and sharp-ended means adapted to pierce 
the package in the vicinity of an end thereof, to 
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hold the package against displacement relative 
to the shelf means, 

4. A holder for a wax paper package or the 
like, comprising a sheet of metal having a body 
portion to be mounted vertically, a portion bent 
outwardly and upwardly from Said body portion 
to constitute a guarded shelf for supporting the 
package, and a retaining portion bent to extend 
from and to form a U-shape With, said body 

8 
of the body portion and having a sharp-pointed 
extremity, said pointed portion being bent out 
wardly and laterally into a horizontal U-shape 
with the body portion, so that the pointed ex 
tremity can pierce and hold the end of the supe 
ported box, said shelf portion being spaced lat 
erally from said pointed portion so that not more 
than half the length of the supported box exa 
tends beyond the shelf portion in an opposite di 

portion at one side of said shelf portion, said it rection from the pointed portion. 
retaining portion having a sharp-pointed ex 
tremity disposed to pierce and hold a package 
supported on the shelf portion. 

5. A device for holding, in a horizontal posi 
tion, a box containing a roll of wax paper or the is 
like to be dispensed over an upper horizontal 
edge of the box, comprising a sheet of metal hav 
ing a flat body portion to be mounted vertically, 
said body portion having a lateral extent of at 
least about half the lateral length of the box 
to be held, a portion extending from a lower edge 
of said body portion and bent outwardly and up 
wardly to constitute a flanged, box-supporting 
shelf, and a portion extending from a lateral end 
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