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Having thus described my invention, what I claim as new 
and desire to protect by Letters Patentis: 

1. A mechanical lock-in for a selected key of a keyboard in 
cluding first and second juxtaposed keys having stemlike sup 
porting members, the first key being the selected key to be 
locked in and the second key effecting its release, wherein the 
improvement comprises 

a. an apertured stem provided by the first key, 
b. latch means carried by the second key and extending 

laterally therefrom so as to have a free end positioned in 
close proximity to said stem of the first key, 

c. means for pivotally supporting said latch means on the 
second key whereby it may be pivoted through a plane ex 
tending transversely to the normal plane of said stem of 
the first key, 

d. means on said latch means for biasing the free end 
thereof in one direction about said pivotal connection to 
the second key and into contact with the stem of the first 
key, 

e. means provided by the free end of said latch means ad 
jacent said stem of the first key and normally out of align 
ment with said aperture formed therein and adapted to be 
projected therein when the first key is moved into an 
operative position for latching the same, 

f. and means on the stem of the second key for pivoting said 
latch means in an opposite direction about said pivotal 
connection to the second key and against said biasing 
means so as to withdraw said projecting means out of said 
aperture in said stem of the first key to permit it to return 
to its inoperative position. 

2. A mechanical lock-in for a selected key of a keyboard as 
defined by claim 1, wherein said means on said latch means 
for biasing the free end thereof in one direction comprises a 
spring finger adapted to bear against the second key when said 
latch means is pivotally mounted thereto, so as to bias said 
latch means in one direction relative thereto. 
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4. 
3. A mechanical lock-in for a selected key of a keyboard as 

defined by claim 1, wherein said latch means comprises an 
elongated substantially flat lever of a length to extend between 
the stems of the first and second keys and which is pivotally 
connected to the second key and provides a free end adjacent 
to the stem of the first key. 

4. A mechanical lock-in for a selected key of a keyboard as 
defined by claim 3, wherein said means for biasing said lever 
in one direction about its connection to the second key com 
prises a spring finger bent out of the substantially flat plane of 
said lever and adapted to bear against the second key so as to 
bias said lever in one direction and in the direction of the stem 
of the first key. 

5. A mechanical lock-in for a selected key of a keyboard as 
defined by claim 1, wherein said means provided by the free 
end of said latch means which is normally out of alignment 
with said aperture formed in said stem of the first key, is a 
lockingpin extending transversely of the normal plane of said 
latch means and having contact with said stem of the first key 
as said latch means is biased in one direction about its pivotal 
connection to the second key, with said lockingpin adapted to 
be forcibly projected by said biasing means into said aperture 
of said stem of the first key when the first key is moved into an 
operative position. 

6. A mechanical lock-in for a selected key of a keyboard as 
defined by claim 5, wherein said means for biasing said latch 
means in one direction about its pivotal connection to the 
second key includes a spring finger provided by said latch 
means and adapted to bear against the second key so as to bias 
said latch means and said locking pin in one direction into 
contact with said stem provided by the first key and to further 
bias said locking pin into said aperture formed in said stem of 
the first key when the first key is moved into an operative posi 
tion. 


