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(54) Earth drilling tool and method

(57) The present invention relates to a drilling tool for
down-the-hole drilling, which drilling tool is intended to
drill a hole ahead of a following casing tube, the drilling
tool comprising a drill assembly which comprises a cen-
tral pilot drill bit portion, a peripheral ring shaped drill bit
portion and a casing shoe , said assembly being coupled
to a drill string wherein the drill string is connected to the
assembly via a drive shaft device which releasably inter-
fits with the central pilot drill bit portion for transmitting
torque from the drill string to the drill assembly.
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