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1 Claim. (C. 292-87) 
This application is a continuation-in-part of my co 

pending application. Ser. No. 369,076, filed May 21, 1964, 
now abandoned. 

This invention relates to a novel and useful closure 
latch and more specifically to a closure latch designed 
primarily for the purpose of keeping small children out 
of various drawers or cabinets around the home, and 
particularly from removing the contents of such cabinets 
and/or drawers. 
The closure latch is designed so that it can be easily 

installed on almost all existing cabinet doors or drawers. 
Numerous means such as screw fasteners and bonding 
agents may be utilized for securing the drawer latch to 
a drawer or cabinet door and the drawer latch is designed 
in such a manner that it is completely out of sight when 
installed and the associated drawer or door is closed. Ac 
cordingly, the external appearance of any piece of furni 
ture to which the latch of the instant invention is secured 
will not be altered. 
The main object of this invention is to provide a drawer 

latch including means for preventing the drawer or cabi 
net door and the like from being opened more than an 
inch or tWO. 

Another object of this invention, in accordance with 
the immediately preceding object, is to provide a latch 
assembly constructed in a manner whereby it may be 
readily released from a position preventing movement 
of a drawer to the full open position merely by inserting 
the fingers of one hand into the slightly opened drawer 
and depressing a portion of the door latch. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide a 

drawer latch constructed in a manner whereby it may be 
readily secured to substantially all types of drawers and 
cabinet doors. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
drawer latch whose operation may be readily understood 
'by substantially all adults in order that an adult opening 
a drawer equipped with the drawer latch of the instant 
invention may readily appreciate how the latch may be 
released so that the drawer may be opened to the full 
open position. 
A final object of this invention to be specifically enum 

erated herein is to provide a drawer latch in accordance 
with the preceding objects, which will conform to con 
ventional forms of manufacture, be of simple construc 
tion and easy to use so as to provide a device that will 
be economically feasible, long-lasting and relatively troul 
ble-free in operation. 

In accordance with this invention, a detent arrangement 
for a drawer or the like is provided which permits the 
drawer to be free to open for a few inches then a stop 
is engaged which prevents further outward movement of 
the drawer until the detent is pressed down to free the 
detent from the stop. This operation is simple and readily 
apparent to an adult, but will prevent a small child from 
opening the drawer. An important feature of the inven 
tion is the construction of the detent as a simple one-piece 
device, having an S-shaped configuration in one embodi 
ment, the detent being composed of a flexible material 
which permits deflection but yet is firm enough to hold the 
drawer against movement by a child. Also, the facing 
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2 
parts of the detent and stop are serrated to provide more 
positive action. 
FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary view of a receptacle having 

a drawer opening formed therein in which a drawer is 
slidingly disposed, the drawer and receptacle being pro 
vided with coacting portions of the drawer latch of the 
instant invention; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical section 

all view taken substantially upon the plane indicated by 
the section line 2-2 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view similar to that of 

FIGURE 2 but showing the drawer in a fully closed po 
sition; 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the drawer latch 

illustrated in FIGURES 1-3. 
Referring now more specifically to the drawings, the 

numeral 10 generally designates a receptacle having a 
drawer opening 12 formed therein. A drawer assembly 
generally referred to by the reference numeral 14 is pro 
vided and is slidingly received within the opening 12 and 
includes a front wall or closure member 16 whose outer 
peripheral edge portions are adapted to abut the outer 
surfaces of the receptacle disposed about the opening 12 
for defining the limit of movement of the drawer 14 to 
the closed position. 
The receptacle 10 includes a top panel 18 and it may 

be seen that the closure latch of the instant invention 
generally referred to by the reference numeral 20 includes 
stop means 22 which is secured to a depending transverse 
brace 24 supported from the top 18. 
The stop means includes a mounting base portion 26 

secured to the transverse brace 24 by means of suitable 
fasteners 28 and a depending stop lug 30 defining a rear 
wardly facing abutment face 32. 
The closure latch 20 also includes a latch arm 34 in 

cluding a base portion 36 which is apertured and secured 
to the rear face 38 of the front wall 16 by means of suit 
able fasteners 40. The end of the latch arm 34 remote 
from the mounting base 36 includes an upstanding latch 
ing lug 42, having an upright forward face 44 and a rear 
ward and downwardly inclined cam surface 46. In addi 
tion, it may be seen that the front face 48 of the stop lug 
30 curves rearwardly and downwardly and also defines 
a cam surface. 
The forward face 44 of the latch arm 34 is preferably 

serrated, having horizontal V-shaped grooves which en 
gage similar grooves in the abutment face 32 of the stop 
lug 30. 
The latching arm 34 is constructed of stiff but resilient 

material and includes a reversely curving portion 50 which 
is designed to flex under downward pressure such as that 
applied to the free end portion of the arm 34 by the 
finger 52 so as to enable the rear end of the latching 
arm 34 and the latching lug 42 supported therefrom to 
swing downwardly to the position illustrated in phantom 
lines in FIGURE 2 of the drawings. 

It may further be seen from FIGURE 2 of the drawings 
that when the latching arm 34 is in the normal position 
illustrated in solid lines that the abutting engagement of 
the front and rear faces 32 and 34 of the lugs 42 and 
30 prevent movement of the drawer 14 to the full open 
position. In fact, it is to be noted that the distance be 
tween the rear face 38 of the front wall 16 and the outer 
surfaces of the receptacle 10 defining the opening 12 is 
less than three inches whereby only limited access to 
the interior of the drawer 14 may be gained until such 
time as the rear end of the latching arm 34 is depressed 
as shown in FIGURE 2 of the drawings. 

Should the rear end of the latching arm 34 be depressed 
and the drawer 14 moved to the full open position, the 
engagement of the cam surfaces 46 and 48, when the 



3. 
drawer 14 is again moved toward the closed position, 
will cause the free rearward end of the latching arm 34 
to be depressed downwardly so as to pass the upstanding 
latching lug 42 beneath the stop lug 30. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous modi 
fications and changes will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the 
exact construction and operation shown and described, 
and accordingly, all suitable modification and equivalents 
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the in 
vention as claimed. 
What is claimed is: - 
1. A latch assembly for use with a receptacle member 

having an access opening, a closure member, and means 
for supporting the closure member for movement along 
a predetermined path toward and away from said re 
ceptacle on the exterior thereof, said latch assembly re 
leasable preventing more than minimum movement of 
said closure member from a closed position toward a fully 
opened position, said latch assembly comprising: 

(a) a stop member and a latch member 
(b) said stop member being a unitary structure com 

prising: 
(1) a flat base portion, 
(2) an abutment portion depending from said base 

portion, 
(3) said abutment portion having a first and sec 
ond face, each being similarly inclined at dif 
ferent acute angles with respect to said base 
portion, 

(4) the planes of said first and second faces inter 
secting the plane of said base portion along 
parallel lines, 

(c) said latch member being a unitary structure in 
cluding: 

(1) a flat base portion and a latching lug con 
nected by an elongated arm of resistant ma 
terial, 

(2) said arm being inclined with respect to said 
base, 
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(3) said latching lug having first and second faces 

inclined toward said base. 
(d) the angles of inclination being such that when the 

base of said stop member is connected to the recepta 
cle and the base of the latch member is connected to 
the closure member with the base of the stop member 
normal to the base of the latching member and the 
first face of said stop abutment portion facing into 
said enclosure and the arm of said latch mem 
ber extending toward said receptacle and registered 
for engagement of the latching lug with said abut 
ment portion as said closure member is moved into 
closing relationship with said receptacle member, the 
first face of said abutment portion is substantially 
parallel to the first face of the latching lug and the 
Second face of said abutment portion is similarly 
inclined as the second face of said latching lug, 

(e) said first face of said latching lug being registered 
for engagement with the first face of said abut 
ment portion when the closure member is moved 
from the closed position a partially open position, 
and 

(f) the second face of the latching lug being engage 
able with the second face of the abutment portion 
upon movement of the closure member toward the 
closed position from its fully open position for cam 
ming the latching lug to a position in which it passes 
said stop means. 
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