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(57) Abstract: A steel wire material comprising 0.5 to 0.9% by mass of C, 1.5 to 2.5% by mass of Si, 0.1 to 0.6% by mass of Mn,
0.05% by mass or less (excluding 0% by mass) of P, 0.05% by mass or less (excluding 0% by mass) of S, 1.2 to 2.5% by mass of Cr,
0.2 to 0.6% by mass of V and a remainder made up by Fe and unavoidable impurities, wherein the largest diameter of particles of a
spheroidized carbide is 100 nm or less in a portion of the steel wire material which is located at a depth of 0.5 mm from the surface
of the steel wire material, the areal fraction of particles of the spherical carbide, each of which has a longer diameter of 100 nm or
less, relative to the whole area of the carbide is 90% or more, the largest diameter of particles of a V-containing carbonitride is 20
nm or less, and the number density of particles of the V-containing carbonitride, each of which has a longer diameter of 20 nm or
less, is 30 particles/um?* or more.
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