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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. SLEEPER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at North 
Adams, in the county of Berkshire and State 
Of Massachusetts, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Boots or Shoes; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same. 
This invention relates to an improvement in 

the uppers of boots or shoes, the object of the 
invention being to provide a simple and ef 
fective means for preserving the shape or 
crimp of the upper and preventing said up 
per from being distorted or deprived of its 
Crimp when the leather becomes damp or 
moistened; and the invention therefore con 
sists in the construction, arrangement, and 
combination of the several parts, substantially 
as Will be hereinafter described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating 
my invention, Figure 1 is a side elevation of 
a portion of a boot or shoe upper provided 
With my improved stay for preserving the 
shape or crimp of the upper. Fig. 2 is a plan 
view of the inside of the material of the up 
per when spread out so as to be easily ob 
Served. 

Similar letters of reference designate corre 
sponding parts in both figures. 

Heretofore it has been found to be a very 
difficult matter to maintain the shape or crimp 
imparted to the upper of the boot, shoe, or 
other foot-covering when the same is made, 
inasmuch as it has been found in the practical 
use of the boot or shoe the leather thereof 
oftentimes becomes damp or wetted either by 
the direct action of the Water in contact there 
With or by moisture from the foot, and the 
result of this dampening or wetting of the 
leather has usually been to injure the shape 
of the upper, oftentimes removing all of its 
original symmetry of form and giving it a 
careless appearance. My invention aims to 
overcome this difficulty by securing a stay or 
strip of strengthening or supporting material 
on the under side of the upper in and around 

5o underneath the same, 
A denotes an example of the upper of a 

boot, shoe, or of her foot-covering, which up 
per may obviously be of any suitable kind, 
shape, and size adapted for use with any kind 
of a foot-covering, made of any material, and 
here given by way of example only. This 
upper A has been properly shaped or crimped, 
so that it may have the requisite form to 
adapt it to be suitably connected with the 
sole and other parts of the boot or shoe for 
use in connection with the same. This upper 
may belong to fine as well as heavy goods, as 
the invention is equally applicable to button 
boots, lace-boots, Congress, &c., and is espe 
cially adapted for boots or shoes having a 
seamless upper. The upper A shown in the 
drawings is of the kind usually termed “seam 
less.’ 
B designates the stay or Supporting-strip. 

It may be made of any suitable material 
such as leather, stout drilling, or anything 
else. It is firmly secured to the under side 
of the upper by stitching or other suitable 
means. The stay extends transversely across 
the upper over the instep and thence back 
ward on each side toward the back seam of 
the boot or shoe, ending on each side usually 
at a point about to the ankle. The form of the 
stay B is clearly shown in Fig. 2. In Fig. 1 
it is observed how it extends backward and 
downward from the transverse portion thereof 
which lies over the instep and then runs back 
toward the ankle on each side. A strip of 
this kind which obviously may have any 
needed thickness and strength will serve to 
preserve the shape of the boot-upper and 
cause it to present a neat and Symmetrical 
appearance at all times, and the upper after 
having once been properly crimped will not 
be susceptible to irregular changes of form 
and appearance whenever it happens to be 
dampened or Wetted. 

It will be noted particularly that the sup 
porting stay or strip, since it passes trans 
versely across the instep and then rearwardly 
on each side, is arranged in such a manner as 
to act to preserve the shape of the upper bet 
ter than if it were arranged in any other way. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
A blank for a shoe or gaiter, comprising 
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the rear quarters and the vamp, and the 
crimped front quarters secured to the vamp 
over the instep and having on the inside a 
stay-piece attached to the crimped and front 

5 quarters for the purpose of holding the shape, 
substantially as and for the purpose herein 
described. 

In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

GEORGE W. SLEEPER. 
Witnesses: 

C. K. MILLARD, 
B. E. LOWD. 

  


