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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 715,296, dated December 9, 1902. 
Application filed February 16, 1901, Serial No. 47,551 (No model.) 

To ali, whon, it invay concern. 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM HENRY 

RICKEY, a citizen of the United States, and 
a resident of East Orange, in the county of 
Essex and State of New Jersey, have invent 
ed certain new and useful Improvements in 
Seam-Dampeners, of which the following is a 
Specification. 
Myinvention relates to laundry machinery, 

especially to that class of devices known as 
'seam-dampeners.’ 
The object of my invention is to furnish a 

compact, light, and economical device capa 
ble of more rapid and easy work than is at 
tainable with present devices. 
The device in one form is so small that it 

can be easily carried in the pocket or at 
tached to the waist without hindering the op 
erator. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a longitudinal 
section through the dampener, showing the 
arrangement of the various parts. Fig. 2 is a 
Section through the feeding portion on the 
line at a of Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a view of the elas 
tic portion, showing how the felt is held in 
position; and Fig. 4, a view of the dampener 
in combination with its reservoir, making it 
capable of long service without refilling. 
In the drawings, A is the body of the dam 

pener, made hollow to contain the dampening 
fluid; B, a needle-valve for governing the 
flow of the moistening fluid to the mass of 
absorbent material C. 
D is a spring, of brass or other suitable 

metal, for retaining the felt C in position and 
for another purpose, hereinafter set forth. 
A is the portion of the dampener for re 

ceiving the spring-retainer and absorbent ma 
teria. 
O is a chamber above the felt for insuring 

an even distribution of the liquid to the felt. 
F is a thumb-screw for closing the top of 

the receptacle A, provided with a slit G, cut 
across the threads of the screw and connect 
ed with a recessed base cut close to the head 
F to regulate the admission of air to the 
chamber A, and consequently control, in com 
bination with the needle-valve B, the flow of 
liquid. 

I is a reservoir furnished with an air-pump 
J and a filling-cap K; L, a flexible tube adapt 

ed to be attached to the dampener Athrough 
the intermediation of the screw-threaded tube 
M, controlled by the valve N. The tube Lis 
designed for the purpose of conveying the 55 
liquid contained in the reservoir Ito the dam 
pener, the flow of liquid through the same be 
ing regulated by the valve N. The reservoir 
is filled with liquid through the opening cov 
ered by the cap K and is supplied with air 6o 
under pressure by the air-pump J. The com 
pressed air in said reservoir forces the liquid 
therefrom through the tube L to the dam 
pener A. 
The operation is easily understood from 65 

the drawings. The needle-valve B is closed 
by turning up the thumb-screw B' and the 
thumb-screw Fremoved, when the chamber 
A is filled with the moistening fluid. The 
felt or other absorbent material is encircled 7o 
by the spring D and inserted into the end 
A'. The thumb-screw Fis then replaced and 
turned up, so as to close the chamber A. The 
needle-valve is opened to the proper extent 
and the screw Funscrewed a certain distance, 75 
when the air enters and fluid flows into the 
chamber O, saturating the felt. The felt 
holding portion and the fluid-receptacle por 
tion are set at such an angle to each other as 
to allow the operator by a projecting finger 8o 
to guide the dampeneralong the collar or other 
seam to be moistened. The object of the 
spring brass holder for the felt is twofold 
first, to furnish a firm support therefor, and, 
second, to counteract the tendency of the 85 
operator to hold the dampener at an angle 
instead of upright, since the operator will at 
once notice the contact of the brass with the 
material operated upon and hold his dam 
pener erect. As the felt wears the brass will 9o 
recede longitudinally into the chamber A, 
always, however, firmly supporting the edges 
of the felt and insuring an even wearing of 
the same. 
A great advantage of my form of dampener 95 

is illustrated in. Fig. 4, which shows an ar 
rangement by which the device can be used 
for a day without running out of dampening 
fluid. For this I provide a receptacle which 
can be filled with any desired amount of Ioo 
liquid and that liquid subjected to air-pres 
sure by means of the air-pump J. A flexible 
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tube connects the reservoir with the attach 
ment M, and the valve Nthen takes the place 
of the thumb-screw F of Fig. 1. 
Having thus fully described and illustrated 

my invention, what I claim is 
1. In a seam-dampener, the combination of 

a handle forming the liquid-receptacle, a regu 
lating-valve controlling the liquid-supply of 
said receptacle, a felt-holding portion pro 
vided with a distributing- chamber, an ab 
sorbent material embraced and held in place 
by an automatically-yielding holder, and a 
needle-valve for distributing the liquid to 
the absorbent material, substantially as set 
forth. 

2. In a seam-dampener having a felt-receiv 
ing portion at its discharge end, a mass of 
absorbent material, and a holder for retain 
ing the absorbent material in said felt-receiv 
ing portion, the said holder being automatic 
ally movable longitudinally in said felt-re 
ceiving portion, as and for the purpose set 
forth. 

3. In a seam-dampener having a felt-receiv 
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ing portion at its discharge end, a mass of 
absorbent material, and a spring holder for 
frictionally retaining the absorbent material 
in said felt-receiving portion, the said holder 
being automatically movable longitudinally 
in said felt-receiving portion, as and for the 
purpose set forth. 

4. In a seam-dampener having a felt-receiv 
ing portion at its discharge end, a mass of 
absorbent material, and a spring embracing 
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said absorbent material and frictionally en- 35 
gaging said felt-receiving portion for hold 
ing said absorbent material therein, the said . 
spring being automatically movable longi 
tudinally in said felt-receiving portion, as and 
for the purpose set forth. 
Signed at New York, in the county of New 

York and State of New York, this 12th day 
of February, A. D. 1901. 

WHILLIAM HENRY RICKEY. 
Witnesses: 

D. N. HURLBUT, 
A. STETSON. 
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