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This invention relatés to caskets and is par-
ticularly concerned with ieans for locking the
lid t6 the body portion in hermetically sealed con-
dition.

In United States Patent No. 2,323,674, issued
July 6, 1943, on the inventien of Robert B. Purkiss
for “Apparatus for locking and sealing burial
caskets” there is disclosed a particular locking
arrangement involving a longitudinally movable
lock bar disposed beneath a flange extending in-
wardly from the upper front edge of the casket
body. This lock bar has wedge-shaped portions
adapted to engage headed studs projecting down-
wardly from the casket lid through apertures in a
flange on the casket body and to pull these studs
down into locked position, the primary sealing of
the two members being accomplished by a com-
pressible rubber gasket which extends contin-
uously between the upper and lower members.
The present invention ig in the nature of a de-
tailed improvement in the structure disclosed in
theé aforesaid Purkiss patent. .

Caskets having g locking arrangement of the
general type just described may be sealed very
quickly and effectively. However, the locking
elements, particularly the downwardly projecting
headed studs and the aperturesin the body flange,
are quite unsightly. When the casket has its 1id
elevated as is irivariably the case during the period
when the body is on display as at a funeral, the
studs are conspicuous, particularly since they ex-
tend immediately into the line of vision of persons
viewing the body. The apertures in the body
flange through which the studs pass to accom-
plish the locking engagement are equally unsight-
ly and lend an unfinished appearance o the
entire structure. Since caskets of this type cus-
tomarily sell for substantial sums of money their
appearance is equally as important as is their
efficiency in operation. :

One of the objects of the present invention has
. been to improve the appearance of a casket of
the type in which headed studs project from the
lid by providing means by which these studs re-
tract automatically in the normal operation of
raising the casket lid.

Another object has been to provide means for
retracting those studs which particularly extend
across the line of vision of persons viewing a body
positioned in the casket.

Ancther object has been (o provide means for
automatically closing the apertures in the flange
on the body of the casket during the periods when
the lid is elevated.

Another object has been to provide cooperative
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means with respect to both the studs and the
apertures for refining and itproving the general
appearance of the casket in open position.

Other and further objects and advantages will
be apparent from the further and more detailed
description of the inventionn when considered in
conjunction with the drawiag in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a casket in
open position with the invention of the present
application installed therein.

Figure 2 is a fragmentary elevation view of
portions of the inner surface of the casket lid -
and body in open position.

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2 showing
the 1id and body in closed position.

Figure 4 is an enlarged view similar to Figure 3
illustrating more clearly the details of the struc-
ture proposed.

Figure 5 is a sectional view along the line 5—3,
Figure 4.

Figure 6 is an enlarged plan view of one of the
spring actuated aperture closing elements.

Figure 7 is an end elevation of one of these
-elements. '
The casket shown in perspective in Figure 1

has been desighated generally as {9 and includes
two principal elements, the body portion {f and
the lid 2. On the body portion g peripheral
flange {3 extends inwardly from the upper edge.

A compressible rubber gasket {4 is shown seated

on this flange. A similar flangs 15 extends in-
wardly from the edge of the lid. Disposed be-
neath the body flange {3 is the longitudinally ex-
tending lock bar 1§ which iS supported by the
brackets {7. The lock bar {6 may be operated
by the usual screw means 16,

The means provided for retracting the studs are
best illustrated in Figures 2-4. Preferably, two
studs are retracted simultaneously and as a unit,
The two studs {8 which normally extend down-
wardly through apertures 9 in the lid flange are
secured at their upper ends to the ends of the
links 28. These links may be pivoted on bolts
21 inserted through the links and through bracket
22 projecting upwardly from the upper surface
of the lid flange. The ends of the links farthest
from the studs extend inwardly of the bracket;
and, as illustrated in Figure 3, terminate in ¢lose-
1y adjacent position, their endg resting on the
head 23 of a smooth-sided stud 24 which projects
downwardly through the lid flange. Springs 25
are positioned on the studs {8 between the upper
surface of the 1id flange and the link and are
operable to retract these studs from view when the
1id is in elevated position. When the 1id is closed,
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as illustrated in Figure 3, the stud 24 contacts &
button 26 positioned on the body flange and is
pushed upwardily. The operation of the stud
head 23 against the ends of the links depresses
the studs I8 soc that they extend downwardly
through apertures 27 in the lower flange and be-
come engaged by the wedge-shaped locking ele-
ments 28 integrally secured to the lock bar.
When the lid is in closed position, as illustrated
in Figure 3, the stud 24 is retracted, whereas in
open position, as llustrated in Figure 2, this stud
js extended and the headed studs I8 are re-
tracted and removed from the line of vision.
Since the stud 24 need not have a headed lower
end it is much less unsightly than the studs 18,
while the total number of the studs visible in open
position is reduced by half.

In the detailed view of the stud 24 illustrated
in Figure 5, the exact construction will be readily
apparent. The stud is confined by a U-shaped
collar 30 secured to the bracket 22 but is other-
wise free to move vertically, The upward move-
ment is limited by the distance to which the head
of the button 26 may be projected through the
stud gperture and the downward movement is
limited by the engagement of the head 24 with
the upper surface of the collar 33. Both move-
ments are controlled to some extent also by the
extent to which the link is pivoial

The aperture closing element 2% is preferably
secured to the underside of the body flange and
comprises the two sections 31 and 32 hingedly
connected by the spring 33. The section 31 has
an upwardly extending button-shaped portion 34.
As the stud I8 projects downwardly through the
opening 27 in the body flange it engages the but-
ton-shaped portion 34 and presses the section 3i
downwardly on the hinged connection as illus-
trated in Figures 3 and 4. The element does not
in any. way interfere with the engagement of the
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studs 18 in the wedge-shaped locking elements .

28, but after the lid is raised the portion 31 springs
back to horizontal position and the button por-
tion 34 projects into the copening 27 and fills if,
thereby providing a much neater appearance than
would be the case if the aperture were left unfilled.

The two principal elements of the invention
may be said to function cooperatively in improv-
ing the general appearance of a casket of the
particular type to which the invention is directed
when this casket is in open position. Instead of
the unsightly headed studs and open holes, a neat
and finished appearance is provided which defi~
nitely improves the casket exterior. While the
invention is a simple one, the result accomplished
is one which is of definite importance in eliminat-
ing objectionable visual features from a structure
which has proved very effective mechanically.

- Having described my invention, T claim:

1. In a casket, a body portion, a lid for said
body, said body portion and said ld including
mating inwardly extending flanges, the forward
flange on the body including a series of openings
therein, closure flaps for said openings adapted
to be displaced downwardly, stud locking means
disposed beneath said openings, levers pivotally
mounted in the lid above the forward flange
thereof, locking studs earried by said levers and
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disposed in guide openings in the lid flange, means
for normally maintaining said locking studs in
retracted position, a stud slidably mounted in the
lid flange adjacent the ends of the levers for
actuating the same, said actuating stud project-
ing below the flange of the lid for engagement
with the flange of the body as the lid is lowered,
the distance between the actuating stud and the
pivotal axes of the respective levers being con-
siderably less than that between the pivotal axes
and the respective locking studs so as to require
a very short movement of the actuating stud.

2. In a casket, a body portion, a 1id for said
body, said body portion and said lid including
mating flanges, the forward flange on the body
including s series of openings therein, closure
flaps for said openings adapted to be displaced
downwardly, stud locking means disposed beneath
said openings, pairs of levers pivotally mounted
in the ld above the forward flange thereof, one
pair toward each end thereof, studs carried by
said levers and disposed in guide openings in the
lid flange, means for normally maintaining said
studs in retracted position, studs slidably mount-
ed in the lid flange adjacent the ends of the levers
of the respective pairs for actuating the same,
said actuating studs projecting beyond the flange
for engagement with the flange of the body as the
lig is lowered, the ends of the studs being rounded
whereby there are no unsightly projections dis-
posed in the line of vision into the casket when
the lid is open.

3. In a casket, a body portion, a lid for said
body, said body portion and sdid lid including
mating inwardly extending flanges, the forward
flange on the body including a series of openings
therein, stud locking means disposed beneath said
openings, levers pivotally mounted in the lid above
the forward flange thereof, studs carried by said
levers and disposed in guide openings in the lid
flange, means for normally maintaining said studs
in retracted position, a stud slidably mounted in
the lid flange adjacent the ends of the levers for
actuating the same, said actuating stud project-

5 ing below the flange for engagement with the

flange of the body as the lid is lowered, whereby
when said lid is closed said first mentioned studs
are extended through said openings in position
to be engaged by said stud locking means,.
GEORGE C. HILLENBRAND.
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