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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Epcar P. Erzey, a
citizen of the United States of America, and
resident of Parkersburg, Wood county, State
of West Virginia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Children’s Cars
or Vehicles, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention involves certain improve-
ments in children’s cars or vehicles; and the

- objects and nature of the invention will be

readily understood by those skilled in the
art in the light of the following description

- of the accompanying drawings illustrating
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what I now believe to be the preferred me--

chanical expression or embodiment of my
invention from ‘among other forms, con-
structions and arrangements within the
spirit and scope thereof. ' ’

An object of the invention is to improve
and -simplify the construction of such cars
or vehicles that are propelled by the feet
of the children seated thereon, or that are
used for coasting, with the ends in view of
rendering such cars easy to steer, safe in op-

‘eration, strong and durable in construction,
easy to repair, and to overcome the tendency

of most cars of this type to lean or tilt lat-
erally or sidewise. : :
A further object of the invention involves

improvements in the steering heads of cars -

of this type and the manner of coupling the
car running gear thereto.

With these and other-objects in view my
invention consists in certain novel features
in comstruction, and in combinations and ar-
rangements as more fully and particularly
set forth and specified hereinafter. .

Referring to the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1, is a side elevation. v

Fig. 2, is a front elevation of the steering
head. - R .

Fig. 8, is a top plan of the car.

Fig. 4, is-a rear elevation of the car, the
upper portion of the steering head being
broken away. ‘ _

Figs. 5, 6, and 7, are detail views showing
various toys mounted in the opening in the
steering head. sl

In the particular example illustrated, the
main supporting frame or member of the
vehicle consists of a longitudinal: plank:1

arranged on edge and at its front ‘end cou--
pled to the steering head ‘and.at its rear end-

coupled to the rear axle.. This plank forms
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the coupler or reach bar of the vehicle and
directly supports the seat board 2 which
rests on the top edge thereof and is suitably
fixed thereto. This seat is horizontal and ar-
ranged longitudinally of the coupler and
can be of any suitable form and construc-

tion, although as shown it consists of a

board havin¥ a centrally reduced front end
to be straddled by the child when seated on

‘the board.

The rear end of the vehicle is supported
by a metal axle 8, on the projecting ends of
which the two wheels 4, are mounted.

- A wooden bolster 5 is mounted on the axle
and the central under portion of the bolster
is reduced or cut away to expose the cen-
tral portion of the axle.

The coupler is located a distance above the .
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bolster' and is supported thereby and held -

spaced therefrom through the medium of a
cross brace or bar 6 and vertical posts 7.
The cross bar rests against the under surface
of the seat and traverses the rear end there-

- of and is suitably secured thereto, while the

rear upper corner of the rear end of the

~coupler 1, is notched or cut out at 8 to re-

ceive the cross bar to which it is preferably
secured midway between the ends of said
bar. I show a pair of the posts 7-and these
posts are vertical and spaced a distance apart
and fixed to the end portions of the cross
bar and bolster. For instance, the upper
ends of the posts can be fixed in vertical
holes bored in the end portions of the cross
bar while the lower ends of the posts can be
fixed in vertical holes bored in the end por-
tions of the bolster, so that the cross bar,
posts and bolster form a rigid. frame of
fixedly united parts. This frame can be
braced and rendered rigid with respect to
the coupler 1 by an inclined metal brace 9 at
its elevated front end fixed to the lower in-
termediate portion of the coupler and at its
depressed rear end fixed to the central por-
tion of the axle structure, preferably to the
bolster by one or more screws 10 or the like.
The seat board is fixed to the coupler, and
the cross bar 6'is fixed to the seat board and
preferably to the coupler, and the brace 9
extends down from the coupler to the rear
axle while the posts 7 are fixed to the cross
bar and bolster. - A most strong structure is
thus produced. R

The front fork or sfeering head consists
of a vertical approximately oblong wooden
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plank or bar 11 longitudinally slotted at its
lower end to receive the front wheel 12

which is mounted on transverse pin or axle

13 extending transversely through the lower
slotted end of the bar and if so desired
headed at its opposite ends to brace said bar
against splitting. If so desired washers 14
can be arranged on the axle between the
wheel and the adjoining edges of the bar.
The upper end of the bar 11 is preferably
reduced in width and concaved at its upper
end face to receive the center of the trans-
verse handle bar 15 which is rigidly fixed
and secured to the head 11 in any suitable
manner, as by vertical bolt or bolts 16 ex-
tending down transversely through the han-
dle bar and extending a suitable distance
into and longitudinally of the head wherein

- such bolt can be anchored by nut 17 on the
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lower end of the bolt and located in a hole
bored from front to rear or otherwise

‘through the thickness of the plank forming

the head.

The head is arranged in advance of the
front end of the coupler 1 and a suitable
hinge, king or coupling pin connection is
established between said head and the front
end of said coupler. For instance, in the
example illustrated I show parallel rear

‘wardly projecting upper and lower wooden

coupling pin bearing blocks 18 fitting the
rear flat face of the head and rigidly se-
cured thereto by bolts or headed rivets 19
extending through said blocks and the head.
The front end of the coupler 1 extends for-
wardly between these two blocks, and is
equipped with a vertical hinge, coupling or
king pin 20 mounted in alined vertical holes
or bearing openings in the blocks prefer-
ably so that the vertical axis of the hinge
connection thus established is spaced rear-
wardly from the rear face of the steering
head and is parallel with the longitudinal
axis of said head. The said coupling pin
is preferably formed of wood of greater
length than the vertical width of the plank
forming coupler 1 so that the ends of the

pin project upwardly and downwardly to-

extend through the bearing blocks 18, The
pin is fitted in the concaved vertical front
edge of the coupler and is rigidly secured
to said coupler in any suitable manner, as
by bolts 21 extending through the pin and
rearwardly in and longitudinally -of the
coupler in which they are anchored in any
suitable manner as by nuts 22 located in
holes bored transversely through the cou-
pler.

In view of the width of the plank used
to form the steering head I prefer to brace
and strengthen the same against warping
and splitting by headed rivets 23 extending
throughout the width thereof from edge to
edge and arranged at suitable intervals be-

tween the slot receiving the wheel and the
” .

1,302,335

reduced upper end of the head, these rivets
fitting in holes bored through said head
while washers are arranged between the
exterior ends of the rivets and the edges of
the board forming the steering head. How-
ever, I do not wish to so limit my invention.

By thus forming
fork of a comparatively wide thick wooden
plank I not only gain strength and du-
rability and am enabled to employ the pecul-
iarly advantageous hinge pin coupling be-
tween the coupler and head, but I am also
enabled to utilize said head to carry and

the steering head or
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support various objects of interest to the

child, such as toys, at a position in front
of and easily accessible to the child on the
seat. For instance, there is ample length
and width of plank between the upper bear-
ing block 18 and the reduced upper end of
the head for the formation of a central
vertical slot to receive and permit fasten-
ing the representation of a horse head 25
cut from a wooden board and at its rear
end fitted and secured in said slot. If so
desired, an opening 26 can be cut in said
portion of the head and a bell 27 can be
hung therein from one of the rivets 23, or
a toy gun 28, might be arranged in said
opening and mounted on a rivet 23 to swing
vertically as indicated by dotted lines. A
flash light 29 might be mounted in such
opening by suitable means so that said light
can be swung to forwardly projecting hori-
zontal position or to normal inactive ver-
tical position. I have more or less dia-
grammatically indicated some among other
toys that might be mounted in the head

-and in front of the child, the essential point

of this feature of my invention being the
presence of the opening in the head to re-
ceive any suitable toy at such position.

I gain advantages by forming the steer-
ing head or fork of one piece of material
i. ¢. in this instance by a wooden plank;
and by arranging the steering head in ad-
vance of the coupler and the seat board:
and I also provide a strong support and
gain easy steering and control by providing
the coupling pin and block connection be-
tween the steering head and coupler; and T
also gain strength and durability by the
peculiar structure between the rear axle and
coupler and seatboard, and in this connee-
tion it .will be noted that the open space
between the posts 7 affords the child room
for either foot, or in fact both feet, when
coasting. In other words the child can
stand on the bolster, with his feet between
the posts, and can grasp the handle bar
when coasting. Also, the child can rest one
foot on the bolster while grasping the han-
dle bar, and propelling the car by contact-
ing the pavement with his other foot.

It is evident that various changes, modi-
fications and variations might be resorted
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to, that features might be left off or other
features added, without departing from the
spirit.and scope of the invention, and henee

I do-not wish {o limit myscelf to the exact
diseldsares heveof.

What T claim is:—

L\ child’s vehicle comprising a coupler,
a seat- board fixed thercon, said coupler
notehed at its upper rear corner, a cross bar
i said noteh and against the under side of
the seat board, a bolster provided with a
wheeled axle, and vertieal supporting posts
at their lower ends fixed to the end portions
of the bolster and at their upper ends fixed
to the'end portion of the cross bar.

-2 A child’s vehiele comprising a longitu-
dinal coupler composed of a plank set on
edge, a longitudinal horizontal seat board on
the top edge of said coupler and secured
thereto, said coupler projecting forwardly in
advance of said board, a rear wheeled sup-
port for said coupler and plank embodying
fixed vertical posts spaced apart so that the
child can place his feet between the posts
when coasting, and a wheeled front steering
head supporting and pivotally coupled to
the front end of said coupler.

3. A child’s car comprising a plank ar-
ranged on edge and forming the longitudi-
nal coupler of the car, a horizontal seat
board on the top edge of said plank and
fixed thercto, a vertical front wheeled steer-
ing head arranged in advance of said board
and plank and having pivotal supporting

connection with the front end of the plank, -

and a rear wheeled support, embodying
spaced supporting uprights and a foot rest
between said uprights. :

4. A child’s car embodying a longitudinal
body providing a seat; a rear wheeled sup-
port for said body comprising spaced up-

rights at their upper ends fixed to said body, .
_a foot rest between the lower ends of said up-

rights, and an upwardly and forwardly ex-
tending brace at its front upper end secured
to'the body and at its lower rear end secured

. to said wheeled support; a vertical wheeled
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front steering head in advance of said body;
and a body-supporting pivotal connection
between the front end of said body and said
head. '

5. A child’s car comprising a body pro-
vided with a seat and having a straight for-
wardly projecting front end with a verti-
cally elongated front edge forming a verti-

8

cal seat, a vertical pin fitting said seat and
having upwardly and downwardly project-
ing ends, means rigidly fixing said pin in
sald seat and to the body, & vertical wheeled
front steering head in advance of the body
and having fixed bearing members project-
ing rearwardly from its rear face above and
below the front end of the body and loosely

_recerving said ends of the fixed pin, and a

rear wheeled support for the body.

6. A child’s car comprising a body em-
bodying a longitudinal plank arranged on
edge and projecting forwardly, a vertical
pin fixed to the vertical front edge of said
plank and having projecting ends, bolts fix-
Ing said pin and extending into said plank,
nuts in the plank anchoring the bolts, a
wheeled front steering head supporting the
front end of the body and having means
loosely receiving said pin ‘ends, and a
wheeled support for the rear end of said
body. ,

7. A child’s car comprising a body having
a wheeled rear support, and a front wheeled
steering head having pivotal body-support-
ing connection with the front of the body,
said head embodying an upright plank hav-
ing a cross handle fitting the top edge there-
of, a securing bolt for said handle extend-
ing longitudinally into the plank, and a nut
in the plank receiving and anchoring said
bolt, substantially as described.

8. A child’s car comprising a body having
a seat and a rear wheeled support, a verti-
cal wheeled front steering head having piv-
otal connection with the body, said head em-
bodying a plank having a top handle and be-
tween the pivotal conmection and handle
formed with a transverse opening in front
of said seat, and a toy carried by said head
at said opening, substantially as described.

9. A child’s car comprising a body having
a wheeled support, and a front wheeled
steering head arranged in front of said body
and having pivotal supporting connection
therewith, said head embodying an upright
plank having a handle at its upper end and
a rod extending through the plank between
the handle and pivotal connection, said
plank having an opening extending for-
wardly therethrough adjacent to said rod,
and a toy arranged in said opening and mov-
ably supported by said plank.
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