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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN GSCHWIND, of the
town of Union, Hudson county, New Jersey,
have invented certain Improvements in Em-
bossed Gilt Molding, of whieh the following is
a specification:

Tigure 1 is a face view of my improved em-
bossed gilt molding; Tig. 2, a transverse sec-
tion, on an enlarged scale, of the same.

Similar letters indicate similar parts in both
figures.

The gilt moldings of picture-frames and simi-
lar apparatus are, as is well-known, mostly
prepared by first covering the wooden core or
body of the molding with plaster-of-paris, shap-
ing said plaster similar to the wood upon which
it is placed, and in accordance with the style
or configuration, and then covering its surface
with silver-foil, which, when varnished, will
appear of a golden hue. In somerare instances
gold-foil is used instead of the silver, and fre-
quently, also, composition of a cheaper nature
thap silveris employed in its stead. Such mold-
ings have always been prepared with smooth
surfaces, it being found impracticable to en-
gravefigures or designsinto the plaster-of-paris,
which is a substance apt to crumble away when
cut or pressed, while, if an ornamental design
were cut into the wood, the plaster covering
could not be made to represent the same orna-
mentation. I have successfully attempted to
ornament such plaster-covered molding by ap-
plying the configuration not upon the plaster
itself directly, but upon the surface of the sil-
ver-foil after the same has been applied to the
plaster. In this manner the silver-foil will con-
stitute a covering to the plaster, preventing it
from crumbling away during the process of
embossing or pressing, and retaining the shape
which is imparted to it by such process, the
plaster yielding to pressure sufficiently to as-
sume the form which it is desired to impart

to it.

In the accompanying drawing, the letter A
represents a wooden molding of suitable size
and shape, it being shown to be smooth on its
surface, and only provided with a concave cor-
ner, @, in the form of a decoration. The sur-
face of this molding is covered with a coating,
b, of plaster-of-paris, which coating is usnally
of a thickness not exceeding the one-twentieth -
of an inch. Upon the surface of the plaster a
covering of silver-foil, d, is placed, such foil-
being applied to the plaster by being rubbed .
upon the same with smooth tools in the usual
manner. After the wood has been covered -
with the plaster and the silver-foil the molding
is ornamented or embossed by moving rollers
or other tools, having edges prepared with the
desired ornamentation ‘over the foil, and in
tracing thereby the leaves, scrolls, and other
things, to be represented in bas-relief, into said
foil, the foil -protecting the plaster, so that it
will not crumble away during the process of
embossing. After the molding has thus been
treated the foil is covered with a proper var-
nish, which imparts to it'a yellow color, and
is then, preferably, or may be, once more sub-
jected to the same rollers or tools by which it
was embossed, proper gages being used to in-
sure the rollers or tools to apply their surfaces
at the identical places at which they were ap-
plied at the first operation. By this second
application of the tools or rollers a perfect and
beautiful polish is imparted to the embossed
molding. ' ;

Instead of the plaster-of-paris, equivalent
yielding substance may be used. :

I claim as my invention— ‘

The process herein described of embossing
gilt moldings after the foil has heen applied to
the plaster-of-paris, in the manner specified.

‘ JOHN GSCHWIND.

‘Witnesses:

F. V. BRIESEN,
MICHAEL RYAN.




