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To (LZZ whom 1t may concern:

e it known that T, Tszaer Mogravr, a citi-
zen oi the United States, residing in the
city of New York, borough of the Bronx,
county and State of New York, have in-

vented certain new and useful Improve-
wents in Folding Cots, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to an lmproved
folding-cot and more especially te certain
imprevements in the folding-cot for which
an Apuhcquon for Letters Datent was heve-
tofore made by me under Serial No. 539,057,
filed May 3, 1910, and offieially allowed June
21, 1910,

The object of this ivention is to so im—
prove thO folding-cot referrved to, that the

same can be folded up iuto a still smaller
size, s0 28 to be still better adapted for pack-
ing, storing and shipping the sanie, and that
it can also be used as a stretcher for hospitals
and military purposes; and for this purpose
the invention consists in a folding-cot, the
body of which is formed of two side-rails
wwhich are ];i\*oted at their centers, a web
streteched between the side-rails, hln( ed and
braced legs near each end of the body and
transverse toggle-lover brace- frame%. one for

each pair of le( , the center pr s-connec-
tion of the side rails being made of inside
and outside plates attach red to inner ad mceut
ends of the side-rails and adapted to inter-
lock with each other.

The invention consists further in certain
details of construction, which will be fully
described hereinafter and finally pointed
out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a side-elevation of one form of
Iy 1nprov ed foldmo cot shown in position
for use; Fig. 2 is a bottom view of the cot,
howmo' the leos folded against the cot;
Fig. 3 i1s a snmhr view showmo the cot
partly folded up in a lateral dirvection Irig.
4 is a side-elevation of the completely- folded
cot; Figs. 5 and 6 are detail side and plan-

views, respectl\/ely of the pivot-connection

between the side-rails of the body-section of
the cot; Ifig. 7 is a side-view of the same de-
tail, partly folded; Fig. 8 is a side-elevation
of ¢L modified form of cot e ady for use; Fig.
9 is a side-view of the same, completely
folded; and Fig. 10 is a detail eross- section
of a side-rail, showmcr the method of fasten-
ing the web thereto.
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Sunilar reference characters indieate cor-
responding parts throughout the several |
nres.

Referrving to

the drawings, ¢ represents
the side-rails of the bodyv-section of my im-
provedecot. The side-rails extend for the full
fength o’ft‘hec ot, the head and foot-sections be-
ing omitted. Theside-rails of the body-seetion

1e Lpnmic on inclined legs ¢«', which are
pn oted at their upper ends to the mde—mﬂs
a. The legs ¢ ave braced and held in in-
clined -positicn by means of folding-braces
a*, which ave pivoted at their outer ends ve-
spectively to the side- 1'“ﬂs and at their
Tower ends o the legs. The side-rails ¢ are
divided at s p(‘int .mdwn\' between their
fegs into two gections of equal length, which
are connected at their inner adincent ends
by a pivet-conneetion which is formed «fi’
underlapping and overlapping plates 4,
which are attached to the msx@e and outside
of said inner ends of the side-rails, the cor-
ners of the adjacent ends of both pairs of
plates being pivoted one to the other, while
the upper pm’mm of said adjacent ends
under and overlap each other so as to form
a double pivot-connection between the soe-
tions of the side-rails and donble H)‘ieﬂnd«t—
ng connection between the same wl w the
sections are extended in line with each ofher
\vnen ino cot is ready for use.

The outside face of the side-rails ¢ is pro
vided with a longitudinal groove g (sce Fig.
10) into which ave 1nse1’red cleats ¢* which
serve for the purpose of holding the side
edges of a web w. The edges of the web are
draswn into the groove ¢ by the cleat g* and
the Lttter is then nailed dov 1, together with
the edges of the web, so as to firmly connect
the wob with the side-raile. The web 2 cx-
tends from one side-rail to the other and is
provided at the middle of eacl: side, adjacent
to the pivot-connections of the side-rails, with
cutaway portions o for permitting the fold—
ing of the hinged connection without injur-
ing the web. The web is made of stout can-
vas or other suitable fabric and provided, at
the ends, withtransverse strengthening seams.

Each pair of legs o is connected by a
transverse folding t0001e lever brace-frame,
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1

I

which is formed “of a pair of intercrossing
braces f that are pivoted at their point of
crossing and also at their lower ends to the
legs a* “and at their upper ends to a pair of
toggle levers f* at some distance from their
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ends, the toggle-levers being pivoted at their
outer ends to the upper ends of the legs ',
as shown clearly in Figs. 2 and 8. One of
the toggle-levers f* is located in the plane of
one of the braces /, while the other toggle-
leverislocated in the plane of the other brace
f, the inner ends of the toggle-leversbearing
on the upper ends of the respective braces
7 s0 as to form, when extended, a rigid brace-
frame therewith. These toggle-lever brace-
frames can readily be folded up in the posi-
tion shown in Tig. 3 and then still further,
g0 as to fold the web between the side-rails.
In folding the cot, the legs are folded as in
Iig. 2, then the toggle-lever brace-frames
arve collapsed, as shown in Fig. 3, the web
being disposed between the side-rails, the
side-vails and web then are folded on their
central hinge connection, as shown in Ifig. 4,
after which the cot is ready for storage and
shipment. The folding-cot may be readily
seb up by reversing the process thus de-
scribed, agmay be readily understood. How-
ever, no special order is required for the sue-
cessive steps of either folding or setting up
the cot.

When making, the web is tightly stretched
between the side-rails of the body-section and
forms a flexible and yielding support in place
of the wire spring or mattress heretofore in
use in cots. The web forms a yielding bed-
bottom, which can be used divectly for sup-
porting the body thereon, or it can be used
with a matlress and a head bolster placed
thereon. As the cot is folded both longitu-
dinally and transversely, the length and
width of the same are greatly reduced, so as
to be conveniently packed for storage or
shipment. The cot can also be made with a
folding head-section ¢, as shown in Figs. 8
and 9, which is pivoted in the usual manner
to one end of the side-railg of the body sec-
tion, the web being extended over the same
and braced by a transverse brace-rod ¢!
which is inserted into recesses at the inner
fuces of the side-rails of the head-section in
the usual manner, as described in the afore-
mentioned application. In this construction,
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the side-rails are somewhat shorter than
when no head-section is employed.

The folding-cot is intended mainly for
camping and outdoor purposes, but it also
may be used in hospitals and barracks. The
first form especially, can be used with great
convenience as a stretcher for carrying a sick
or wounded person, by taking hold of the

“ends of the gide-rails.

Owing to the rigid interlocking of the
pivot-connection at the inner ends of the side-
rails, a rigid support for the web, when
stretched between the side-rails, is obtained,
while owing to its folding in longitudinal
and transverse direction, the size of the fold-
ed cot is greatly reduced. The cost of its
manufacture is considerably less than that
of folding-cots having wire mattresses.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent:

A folding-cot, comprising a body-section
provided with side-rails divided midway be-
tween their ends, a double pivot-plate and
locking-connection at the inner adjacent
ends of the side-rails, a web connecting the
side-rails of the body-section, a pair of piv-
oted and braced legs near each end of the
body-section, and a transverse toggle-lever
brace-frame for each pair of legs, said frame
consisting of brace-levers pivoted at their
lower ends to the legs and pivoted together
at their upper ends and toggle-levers piv-
oted to the upper parts of the legs and each
pivoted near its inner end to the upper end
of the brace-lever pivoted to the opposite
legs, the inner ends of the toggle-levers be-
ing free and adapted, when the cot is set up,
to rest upon the brace-levers pivoted to the
same leg.

In testimony, that T claim the foregoing as
my invention, I have signed my name in
presence of two subscribing witnesses.

ISRATL MORATT.
‘Witnesses:
Pavr Gozrrr,
JorxN MUuRTAGH.
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