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GYMNASTIC APPARATUS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 258,146, dated May 16, 1882,
Application filed March 21, 1832, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. SM1TH, of
Wilmington, in the county of New Castle and
State of Delaivare, have invented certain nesw
and useful Improvements in Gymnastic Ap-
paratus, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description. .

My invention consists in a novel construe-
tion and combination of two vertical bars con-
nected by a jointed horizontal brace, and hav-
ing their upper ends provided with spurs for
the purpose of engaging with the top of a
door-frame and their lower ends formed into
hooks and engaging with a removable hori-
zontal bar, whereby an exercising frame or
trapeze is produced which can be readily ap-
plied to a door-frame or other suitable resting-
place, and can be folded in small compass for
packing or carrying. ‘

‘Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in botli the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspeetive view of my inven-
tion applied to the top of a door-frame; TFig.
2 is'a vertical section of the same.

A Arepresent twoflat ivon bars about seven-
eighths of an inch wide, and about one-guar-
ter.of an inch thick. Iach bar has aboutone
inch of its upper end bent at a right angle to
its length and provided with a spur, B, at-
tached thereto by inserting it in a hole there-
in and riveting it seeurely. The lower end of
each bar is bent to form a half-round elastic
hook, d. These two bars A A are connected
about midway of their length by a brace, D,
consisting of two bars having their inner ends
pivoted to each other, and their outer ends
pivoted to said bars A. A round bar,C,about
one inch and a half in diameter, is provided
near its ends with peripherical grooves e, of
suitable width and depth to allow the hooks
a to' fit nicely therein, so as to hold the bar
sufficiently tight for use, but allow it to be
easily removed when desired. Beyond the

grooves e the ends may be formed into knobs

Jy or any desired ornamental design. The up-
per portion of each bar A is provided with a
Jacket or casing, ¢, of chamois-skin, rubber, or
other suitable sott material,

In-using this ‘apparatus the upper ends of
the bars A are hooked over the top of a door-
frame, R, or a beam, or other suitable station-
ary resting-place, so that the spurs B will en-
ter the wood and prevent the apparatus from
slipping. It is then used by grasping the bar
C in the same manner as an ordinary trapeze.
. The advantages of my invention are: It is
cheap and simple in_construction, strong and
durable, and not liable to get out of order. It
can be readily placed in position for use, and
as readily removed and folded into.a small
compass, s0 as to beeasily carried in the hand
or packed in a trank. Itdoes not require.the

‘insertion of hooks or eyes in a door-frame. or

beam in order to attach it, and is for that rea-
son very convenient for travelers. The jacket
or casing g prevents the bar A from defacing
the wood-work of the door-frame or other ob-
jeet to which the apparatus may be applied.

‘Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A portable gymnastic or exercising appa-
ratus, consisting of two'vertical bars, A A, hav-
ing their upper ends: provided with spurs B,
and their lower ends formed into hooks a, a
horizontal connecting-brace, D, and a horizon-
tal exercising -bar, C, substantially as herein
described. ’

2. The combination, with the vertical bars
A A, of the horizontal connecting-brace D,
consisting of two bars having their outer ends
pivoted to said bars A, and their inner ends
pivoted to cach other, substantially as herein
described. Lo

v WILLIAM A. SMITH.

Witnesses:

- GEORGE N, CoMLY,
HENRY R. COOPER.
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