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To all chon it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLES C. CONVERSE, 

of Erie, in the county of Erie and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and Im 
proved Coupler for Coupling Railway - Cars, 
of which the following is a specification: 
My invention consists in the attachment of 

a movable cross-bar having one or more pins. 
hinged thereto, to the circular draw-head of a 
railway-car, this instrument receiving the link through its aperture. 
As this draw-head is ordinarily constructed, 

the guidance of a link therein, and the lock 
ing of the same with a separate pin is rendered 
necessary, the doing of which is not only diffi 
cult but dangerous, and has frequently resulted 
in the loss of life. Myinvention is designed to obviate all diffi. 
culty and danger in coupling cars, its action 
being automatic, and requiring no manual 
guidance. - 

This device is illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawing, as follows: The letter A indi 
cates the draw-head. The letters B B* indi 
cate the pins which lock the link. The letter 
Cindicates the movable cross-bar. The letter 
Dindicates the slot in which the cross-bar C 
OWeS, 

To operate my invention, the cross-bar C 

should be set so as to bring the pin B against 
its under side, and the pin B* against the un 
der side of the draw-head A. The link of the 
car to be coupled with my device being prop 
erly set, it will strike against either the pin B 
or B*, pass into the draw-head, and, as it 
passes, catch the pin and be locked by it, thus 
completing the operation of coupling. . . . 
In order to release the link, the cross-bar 

may be raised or lowered, according as the 
pin B or B* has been caught by the link. 
Should the link strike the cross-bar Cin its 
passage, its shape being round, it will be 
thrown thereby either upward or downward, 
so as to catch either the pin B or B*. 
The cross-bar C may cross the draw-head A 

at an angle, thus facilitating the reception of 
the link. The cross-bar C may be held in 
place either by a simple pin, or by a pin at 
tached to the cross-bar with a spring, or by any 
other equivalent means, 
I claim 
The combination, in a draw-head, A of the 

pins BB, and pivoted cross-bar, C, substan 
tially as described. 

CHARLES C., CONVERSE, 
Witnesses: 

F. W. METCALF, 
L. L. CONVERSE. 

  


