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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,

FRANK TYNIS, OF GLENALLEN, VIRGINIA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO JOSEPH OMELKA, OF
GLENALLEN, VIRGINIA.

SHOW-CASE CLAMP.

No. 884,877.

Specifieation of Letters Patent.

Patented April 14, 1908,

Application filed December 9, 1907, Serial No. 405,824,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Frank Tynis, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Glen-
allen, in the county of Henrico, State of Vir-
ginia, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Show-Case Clamps; and T
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the Invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same.

The present invention has reference to im-
provements in show case constructions, such
Improvements residing generally in the par-
ticular formation, arrangement, and asso-
ciation of the various parts of the case itself,
in the specific form of clamps employed for
securing together the glass plates which com-
prise the front, sides, and top of the case, and
In the particular devices employed for ren-
dering the case dust-proof,

The invention more especially resides in
the provision of a show case in which the
dust-proofing devices are in the form of
channeled metal strips, U-shaped in cross-
section, which are fitted upon the front and
rear edges of the side plates and upon the
uf)per edges of the latter and of the front
plates, the channels in said strips being
adapted to receive
material,

The invention will be readily understood
from a consideration of the following de-
tailed description of its preferred embodi-
ment which 1s illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings. :

Of the said drawings —Figure 1 is a top
plan view of the improved show case. Fig,
2 is a fragmental front elevation. Fig. 3 1s
an end elevation. Tigs. 4, 5, 6, and 7 are
perspective views of the corner, front, side,
and back clamps, respectively. Fig. 8 is a
fragmental horizontal section, Figs. 9 and
10 are vertical sections taken on the Lines
9—9 and 10—10, respectively of Tig. 1.
Fig. 11 is a perspective view of one of the
channeled strips attached to the forward
edges of the sides.
 Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, the case is shown as comprising a
wooden base or bottom member, 1, glass
side, front, and top members 2, 3, and 4 re-
spectively, and a wooden back member 5,
the last-mentioned member being preferably
provided with doors (not shown) by means

a cord of any preferred

of which access may
the case. :

The base 1 has formed on its upper face
pairs of spaced ribs 6 which are disposed ad-
jacent to and parallel with the several edges
thereof and are adapted to receive the lower
edges of the glass front and sides and the
wooden back, which latter has formed in its
Inner face adjacent its side edges vertical
grooves 7 in which the rear edges of the sides
fit, thus retaining said members in upright
position. The front and side plates are fur-

be had to the interior of

ther supported in such position and con-.

nected with each other by means of clamps
located at their meeting corners. These
clamps, as shown in Fig. 4, each comprise
spaced outer and inner V-shaped metal
straps 8 and 9 which fit flush against the
faces of the corresponding plates at the top
edges thereof and are connected tagether ad-
jacent their apices by a bolt 10, and towards
their ends by threaded rotatable bolts 11
which pass “through registering openings
formed n said straps, ; :

The head of each bolt 11 is disposed adja-
cent the inner strap 9 while the end of its
shank projects beyond the outer strap 8 and
carries at such point a nut 12. The shank
of each bolt 11 likewise passes through a
threaded opening formed in the downbent
inner end of the lower arm or shank of a flat-
tened rectangular clamping hook 13, which
hooks are thus disposed at right angles to
each other and to the adjacent arms of the
straps 8 and 9. These hooks are adapted to
catch over the edge and margin of the glass
top 4 of the case, which member fits between
the shank and bill portions of the hooks; the
latter portion of each hook being somewhat
shorter than the former. By reason of this
construction, and the formation of rectangu-
lar seats 14 in the upper edges of the glass
sides and front in which the bolts 11 and the
depending ends of the hooks are disposed, it
will be apparent that when the top is en-
gaged by the hooks and the bolts 11 are
rotated, the hooks will be tightly clamped
against the top, thus holding the same in its
proper position upon the case and prevent-
g its displacement from such position.
To prevent lateral movement of the hooks
the shank portions thereof are adapted to
fit in rectangular seats 15 formed in the up-
per edges of the arms of the outer straps 8.
Prior, however, to the attachment of the top
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plate, the dust-proofing ‘devices are fitted
upon the edges of the side and front plates.
These devices, as originally stated, are in the
form of sheet metal strips 16 each of which
has a longitudinal channel 17 formed in its
outer face and extending from end to end
thereof, the longitudinal edges of the strif)s
being bent at right angles to the plane of the
strips to form lateral flanges 18 which fit
against the opposite faces of the glass. The
horizontal strips which fit upon the upper
edges of the sides and front of the case have
their meeting ends mitered, as indicated by
the numeral 19, the rear end of each side
strip extending across the upper edge of the
back 5, against the outer face of which said
end is bent and fastened.

The strips which are fitted on the front
edges of the sides have their lower ends bent
laterally and rearwardly so as to extend be-
neath the lower edges of the sides and fit in
the space between the ribs 6. Each of the
Jast-mentioned -strips has its upper end
slightly cut away at opposite sides, and the
free end of this reduced portion is curved, as
indicated by the numeral 20, so as to fit
around the bolt 10 which connects the mem-
bers of the corner clamps, the corners of the
meeting edges of the front and side plates ad-
jacent said curved end being provided with
seats 21. The several strips are held in
place upon the corresponding plates by
means of putty or some similar sealing com-
pound. The channels with which said strips
are (Frovided are formed for the reception of
cords 22, which may be of elastic or melastic
material, as preferred, the single cord located
in the channels in the top strip having its op-
posite ends secured to the wooden back 5,
while the cord carried by each vertical strip
has one end fastened to the curved end there-
of, while its other end is passed beneath the
bent end of said strip and secured thereto.
These cotds, when in proper place, serve to
completely prevent the entry of dust be-
tween the top plate and the front and side
Flates, and between the meeting edges of the
ast-mentioned plates and the front plate, as
will be apparent. The top plate is further
held in pface by means of side clamps, each
of which, as shown in Fig. 6, consists of a V-
shaped inner metal strap 23 and a straight
outer strap 24, connected together by a
threaded bolt 25 whose shank passes through
a perforation formed in the depending end of
a clamping hook 26 simular to the hooks 13
above described, rotation of said bolt effect-
ing a corresponding movement of the hook,
as in the preceding instance. The rear arm
of each strap 23 is bolted to the wooden back.

‘Where the case is of more than average
length, a front clamp comprising a pair of flat
members 27 may be employed, said members
fitting flush against the faces of the front
plate 2 and bemg connected together by a
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threaded bolt 28 u{m‘n which a” clamping
hook 29 is mounted. When the side and
front clamps are made use of, the upper edges
of the corresponding plates are provided with
seats similar to the seats 14 above referred to.
The outer side flanges of the several top
strips are likewise provided with seats 31 in
which the shank portions of the clamping
hooks fit. The back of the case may, i de-
sired, have secured thereto a vertical clamp
32 whose upper end extends across the rear
edge of the top plate. This clamp, however,
is employed only where the rear edge of the
top plate is approximately flush with the
outer face of the back member 5 of the case.
The glass sides and front of the case are pro-
tected against injury from the corres onging
clamps by means of thin strips of ru ber 33
which are interposed between the faces of
said plates and the adjacent clamp members.

What is claimed is:—

1. A show-case including glass front, side,
and top plates, clamps located at the meeting
corners of the front and side plates for con-
necting the same together, each clamp in-
cluding a pair of spaced angular members
and a fastening bolt, metal strips secured to
the forward edges of the side plates and hav-
ing their upper ends engaged with said bolts,
and cords carried by said strips, to prevent the
entry of dust between thefront and side plates.

9." A show-case including glass front, side,
and top plates, clamps located at the meeting
corners of the front and side plates for con-
necting the same together, each clamp in-
cluding a pair of spaced angular members
and a Tastening bolt, channeled metal strips
secured to the forward edges of the side
plates and having their upper ends engaged
with said bolts, and cords carried by said
strips and fitted in the channels therein, to
prevent the entry of dust between the front
and side plates. :

3. A show-case including glass front, side,
and top plates, clamps located at the meeting
corners of the front and side plates for con-
necting the same together, each clamp in-
cluding a pair of spaced angular members
and a fastening bolt, channeled metal strips
secured to the forward edges of the side
plates, said strips having their upper ends
bent around said bolts and their lower ends
extending beneath the lower edges of the side
plates, and cords carried by said strips, to
prevent the entry of dust between the front
and side plates.

4. The combination, in a show-case, of
glass side, front, and top plates, and clamps
carried by the side and front plates and in-
cluding each a pair of flat metal members
fitting against the opposite faces of said
plates, a threaded rotatable bolt connecting
said members, and a hook carried by said
bolt and adapted for engagement with the
adjacent edge of the top plate.
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5. The combination, in. & show-case, of
glass side, front, and top plates, the side and
front plates having seats formed in the upper
edges thereof, and clamps carried by the last-
mentioned plates, each clamp comprising a
pair of flat metal members fitting against
the opposite faces of the corresponding plate,
a threaded rotatable bolt connecting said
members and disposed in the seat in said
plate, and a hook carried by said bolt and
adapted for engagement wifh the adjacent

8

edge of the top plate, the shank portion of
each hook terminating in a depending liﬁ
provided with a threaded opening throug
which the corresponding bolt passes.

In testinony whereof, I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses.

FRANK TYNIS.

Witnesses:
W. B. Hamuin,
Oris P, WALKER.
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