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To all whon, it may conceit. 
Beit known that I.TIMOTHY F. HAGERTY, of 

Woburn, county of Middlesex, State of Massa 
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in 
Automatic Alarms for Postal Chutes, of which 
the following description, in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, is a specification, 
like letters on the drawing representing like parts. 
In post-offices and other mailing-points at 

the present time provision is made for deposit 
ing letters through suitable chutes or slots 
provided in the Wall or partition, the letters 
When dropped into or through said chute be 
ing deposited upon or within a suitable re 
ceptacle at the opposite side of the partition. 

In many instances, particularly in the case 
of special-delivery and other important let 
ters, prompt attention and mailing is desired, 
yet it is now frequently the case that a special 
delivery letter dropped into or through the 
mailing-chute remains for some time upon or 
within the receptacle at the end of the chute 
unnoticed by the attendant, and frequently 
the delay thus inadvertently caused brings 
Serious consequences. 
My invention has for its object to provide 

an alarm in connection. With a mailing-chute 
or its receptacle, such that the deposit of a 
letter therein shall at Once be made known 
to the attendant, even though the latter be 
at some remote point, calling his attention to 
the letter, that it may have prompt attention. 
In the preferred embodiment of my inven 

tion I employ an electric audible alarm, ren 
dered operative by the contact of the letter 
with a moving table or member, which when 
moved by the letter closes or otherwise 
changes an electric circuit and automatically 
rings the alarm. 
The drawing in vertical section shows a 

simple embodiment of my invention. 
Referring to the drawing, Aindicates a sec 

tion of a usual partition containing the drop 
slot, ct, through which the letters are dropped 
when mailed, said slot in the present instance 
being provided with a downwardly inclined 
and extended table b in the end of a chute 
leading to the mail-receiving box c, of suit 
able or desired construction. 
In the embodiment of my invention herein 

shown have mounted at the end of the chute 

or in position to be engaged by the lettel's de 
posited through the slot Cl, and preferably 
within the receiving-box c, a table cl, in sim 
plicity shown as of thin metal fulcrumed in 
suitable manner at d", and preferably nearer 
One than the opposite edge of the receptacle, 
and counterbalanced by a suitable counter 
poise d', which holds the said table normally 
in a delicately-poised condition, as shown in 
full lines. 
When a letter is deposited through the slot 

into the box c, upon the tabled, the latter 
under the weight of the letter, or even a pos 
tal card, will drop into its dotted position in 
electrical contact or engagement with a suit 
able contact e, and thereby close an electric 
circuit from the battery B through the con 
ductor f. table d, contact e, bellf', and con 
ductorf, again to the battery, to thereby ring 
the bell, which in the present instance Will 
continue to ring until the attendant, wher 
ever he may be, removes the letter and per 
mits the table to resume its normal or full 
line position, interrupting or changing the 
circuit. 

I am aware that mail-boxes have been pl’O- 
vided heretofore With electrical contact de 
vices to give an alarm to the inmates of the 
house that the mail-carrier has deposited 
some mail at that delivery, but my invention 
is intended for use at the post-office, to no 
tify the attendants of the deposit of special 
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delivery matter, which should be attended 85 
to immediately. In usual offices there is a 
very large deposit of Such mail-matter, and 
it is requisite, therefore, that the receiving 
mechanism for the special - delivery mail, 
while being delicate enough to give an auto 
matic alarm, even though the mail deposit 
should be exceedingly light in weight, should 
also be so constructed that it will not get out 
of order or used up by constant and long-con 
tinued use. With these objects in view, 
therefore, I have provided the balance-table 
d in Substantial alinement with the down 
wardly inclined and extended table b, so that 
when the mail-matter is slid through the slot 
a down the inclined table b, it will drop quietly 
and gently upon the balance-table d without 
any violent impact thereon. Also the elec 
trical contact e, while given sufficient stiff ness to properly support the mail-receiving 

95 

IOO 

  



IO 

2 563,033 

table d, yet has sufficient resiliency to yield 
to especially heavy packages when deposited, 
so as to almost entirely relieve the table of 
the force of the impact of the mail-matter. 
Of course my invention is susceptible of 

Various modifications in the construction and 
arrangement of the device to be engaged and 
moved by the letter deposited for mailing, 
and in place of the bell f', I may use any 
other suitable electrically-actuated audible 
alarm, or any usualalarm or indicator which 
is not audible, and my invention is not nec 
essarily restricted to an electrically-operated 
alarm. 
Having described my invention, and with 

Outlimiting myself as to details, what I claim, 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 
The combination with a wall provided with 

a mailing-opening, of a downwardly inclined 
and extended table leading into a mail-recep 
tacle, said receptacle, a poised table mounted 

therein and normally inclined substantially 
in alinement with said downwardly-inclined 
table, an upWardly-extended resilient elec 
trical contact fixed in said receptacle adja 
cent to the forward lower end of said poised 
table, said contact having sufficient rigidity 
to support said table when depressed under 
normal loads, but yielding to abnormal loads 
and suitable electrical signaling apparatus 
connected with said contact and operated by 
the depression of said poised table into en 
gagement With said supporting-contact, Sub 
stantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

TIMOTHY F. HAGERTY. 
Witnesses: 

FREDERICK L. EMERY, 
MARGARET A. DUNN. 

25 

35 

  


